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so that they will remain open tomorrow campus will remain open camp is of course very near to what to the 
scene of what happened tonight we do have one two actually important cancellations to tell you about 
tomorrow's minnesota twins game which is a day game has been canceled now there was also going to be 
following that game the groundbreaking ceremony for the new twin stadium that was to start at 5 p.m that too 
has been cancelled postponed is probably the correct word for that we'll bring you further information on that 
as we get it in 12 midnight in the twin cities as we continue our coverage here on five eyewitness news of the 
i-35w bridge collapse in the middle of minneapolis over the mississippi river you look at these pictures we've 
been looking at them now for six hours and you still see things you didn't see before once once you take a 
closer look like the train cars crushed underneath the slabs of of this bridge that collapsed liam mclean is out 
near the near the bridge site right now with more leah john you're right looking at these pictures it's incredible 
to see that i want to show you something else that's just plain unusual it might be midnight but 35w is 
basically a packed highway anytime you're on this day or night and look at it right now this is just south of 
where the bridge collapse was washington avenue is closed off now and they're letting some cars on it looks 
like further down the road but it's pretty rare to see not one car on the road and i'm going to take you a little 
bit around the corner we're standing in a parking garage actually we've got a little bit of a vantage point to 
look down at the scene and if you can take a look behind me again we've seen those pictures earlier during 
the daylight but you can look at what is it six hours after this happened we're still talking about this and you 
can still see hundreds of emergency vehicles they are on both sides we are looking at northbound here 35w 
and a lot of these crews that we're looking at have been sitting here for hours we've been in this place for for 
several hours right now and a lot of the crews are sitting here their vehicles are at least the crews are out 
there in the water they're doing work on the bridge doing the recovery 
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work on the bridge doing the recovery efforts that are going on every now and then we see vehicles coming 
in or going out fewer vehicles coming in at this point but again it's it's midnight and that part of the road still 
full of emergency vehicles this part still completely empty you were just talking about public transportation 
tomorrow which is probably a great idea for people because this you know i work till 10 30 at night on a 
normal night and i get on 35 w and it's generally pretty packed even at 10 45 11 o'clock at night and here we 
are midnight everybody is blocked and this will be a mess tomorrow as commuters try to get back into 
downtown minneapolis on this main thoroughfare we're looking at here so of course people probably going to 


want to check our website and get familiar with some of those public transportation routes and give that a 
shot tomorrow if this is a way that they normally travel we're live in minneapolis i'm liam mclean with five 
eyewitness news now earlier tonight we spoke with former minnesota transportation commissioner len levine 
he was a a commissioner for uh for several terms of the uh purpose administration all the way up until the 
nineties and he had he joined us on the set and here's a a look at what he had to tell us now we're joined 
here in our studio by former transportation commissioner len levine commissioner levine you were 
commissioner in the perfect administration and in fact actually all the way up until 1990 and 1991 when 
governor carlson became a commissioner and you were the commissioner when there was a similar well 
there was a bridge collapse not a similar bridge close but a bridge collapse it brought back uh vivid memories 
uh to me i coincidentally i just came back from washington dc and i was in the office of congressman 
overstar and uh went to the airport and uh when i landed my wife called me and asked me if i had heard 
what had happened so it brought back memories of what happened uh that friday night when the lake street 
bridge collapsed and when i arrived at the scene uh i was there before right away i don't live far from there 
and we there was a lot of miscommunication there was a disconnect uh there were uh 
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there was a disconnect uh there were uh we thought there were 21 people killed uh you know and so i i know 
what they're uh going through and it's uh uh and i Know what they're going to be going through here it 
appears that we we have a of course we do have improved communications to technology alone john we're 
gonna have a news conference at eight in about six minutes so we're gonna warn you right now 
commissioner we're gonna be bouncing around here a little bit city hall the mayor will be there the governor 
will be there we had pulled from the university of minnesota website this report and i don't know how 
specifically you can talk about this but walk us through this language from 2001 the research helped 
determine that the fatigue cracking of the deck truss is not likely which means that the bridge should not 
have any problems with fatigue cracking in the foreseeable future well john i'm not a structural engineer and i 
think you need to talk to a structural engineer to to to answer that specifically but i can tell you that in 
minnesota we have close to twenty thousand bridges statewide at any one time the statistics will show that 
there's between 40 and 50 percent of those bridges are rated deficient now the deficiency can be structural 
deficiency it could be rusting it could be a number of different things and so it doesn't mean that half of the 
bridges are ready to collapse across the country there's close to 600 000 bridges that same percentage 
applies across the country i think what will happen here in minnesota now is what happened when the lake 
street bridge collapsed it'll be a re-a reassessment of the inspection procedures and all across you know it's 
not only the state federal system that we're talking about but it'll force in further inspections and increased 
inspections at the city level and county level and uh and this is not the time for anyone to criticize anybody 
and as far as the and i just want to say this too about a week ago i was in the bridge office uh here at mndot 
uh the chief bridge inspector and uh engineer dan dorgan is really one of the finest most experienced bridge 
people 
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most experienced bridge people in the country and he has spanned many administrations he's not a political 
no he's not a political and and i think you really want to talk to him i'm confident that at mndot in the bridge 
office there's a high degree of competency as good as any place in the country and it's what's complicated 
here now is that there's debris there's there's people there's cars there they'll have to block off the bridge 
they have to block off the river they have to salvage what they can we had rain also in those years and that 
complicates it it's a very complicated and very trying uh situation the minnesota department of transportation 
the primary body that inspects overseas and that will be involved in any kind of uh you know reconstruction 
of what's going on well as you know there's a close working relationship between the federal highway 
administration and there's a local office here and the minnesota d.o.t so they're closely together and and i 
know the people at hennepin county and ramsey county there's they're really competent bridge people there 
so you know this will renew the discussion on funding how much you can patch how much you need to 
reconstruct all of those issues will now come up again as they do whenever there's an incident like this and 


we're being told that the work done being done on this bridge today patching filling cracks routine work 
summertime work no significant structure that goes on all the time well i remember when i was commissioner 
the wabasha street bridge in st paul it was over 100 years old it had a kind of a pin it was news to me how 
that was constructed and they said that time if you get too much traffic on the bridge at any one time 
vibration can cause a problem or if somebody hits a pier it can knock it over so it's frightening you know to 
people and you have to rely on people who are trained in the structural engineering field so that's why i say i 
think the public can know that that mndot and to answer your question specifically we're in good hands with 
mndot what they find here is another issue but i'm sure you're not going to find incompetence on the part of 
the bridge people i mean i know who they are 
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people i mean i know who they are and i'm they're very very qualified but what happens now in the in this 
whole process i guess a 40 year old bridge is that is that a baby by bridge standards well bridges can go a 
long time depending on what kind of maintenance it's had what kind of uh repairs you know the there's uh in 
traffic's increasing as you know four to ten percent a year uh the roads are getting clogged there's heavier 
trucks today uh it's uh there's vibration uh that causes these problems bridges bridges get an overlay it's like 
putting sometimes a band-aid on a cancer you can only you can only repair them so long until you have to 
replace them so i don't know the specifics of this bridge and as i said when i got off the plane i was shocked i 
looked at the tv and and uh i know you know i know just from actually what i've heard now it's horrible let's 
get let's get again another report then if you don't mind staying here commissioner levine let's take a look 
here go out to bob mcnainey who is in chopper 5. bob yeah we just wanted to give you a perspective of how 
how broad-based this problem is going to be obviously we've got the human tragedy on the ground but this is 
going to be quite disruptive we are over rosedale right now and what you're looking at is where mndot has 
closed the 35 w 36 interchange as far east as rosedale so 35 all the way to downtown from here is closed as 
you can see there is traffic coming back from the north but it is only coming about a mile or so so basically 
the the north and the east uh side of 35 w is shut down as you can see and traffic is being routed to the north 
so again we're over in rosedale if you're in the east metro this is as close as you're going to get to downtown 
minneapolis uh along this particular interstate bob thanks again we said it a little while ago and it's apparent 
and obvious this bridge is in the middle of everything it is in the middle of it all in the twin cities and that is a 
real example of how this is the domino effect of what's happened here uh joining us right now is former 
transportation commissioner len levine and and you mentioned traffic management is going to be an 
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is going to be an issue now because of exactly what has happened where it's happened well in my uh in my 
years being out of government i've been involved in a lot of traffic issues and uh in recent discussions over in 
san francisco with security people there they were telling us about some of the concerns they had if the bay 
bridge went down or or you know other what what happens to traffic well here in the twin cities every bridge 
is vital obviously and what will happen now is that traffic congestion will be a huge problem because on the 
interstate system we're pretty we're pretty good mndot has loop detectors implanted in the ground there's 
sensors there's cameras there's ways to detect what kind of traffic is moving and how fast where it's going 
and so on but there's no way to determine because they're just there aren't loop detectors there aren't 
sensors on secondary roads and on arterial roads so when people who normally use this road need to get 
from point a to point b and there's no bridge they'll have to figure out and mndot and the city of minneapolis 
and others will have to figure out how they can get from here to there and that's going to be a problem and 
when you're reporting the traffic conditions in the morning on channel 5 people are going to tune on and 
they're going to want to know what is it like where i'm going how do i get to university avenue or how do i get 
to and it's going to be a huge problem because there isn't a system in place here now to be able to 
determine that but i would encourage people to go to our website at some point before your morning 
commute and find out what the alternatives are you can pretty much imagine what the alternatives are but it's 
a lot easier to look at it on a screen and map it out and figure out how long it might take you to get to where 
you need to go and for us to detail the roads which we'll do but then again look at it in front of you and really 


map it out because this bridge collapse is going to send ripples through the twin cities for months and 
months and months if not years that of course was a replay of an earlier interview with former transportation 
commissioner len levine occurring just before nine o'clock and we've been showing you tape of the scene 
this is more tape that was shot earlier obviously before the sun went down as the rescue efforts in the 
mississippi 
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the rescue efforts in the mississippi river continued it has now become a recovery effort with fire crews in in 
the water trying to find victims the fire chief saying that there are probably cars underneath the water in the 
water and underneath the bridge that they don't even know about yet and it's going to be tough to find those 
cars when it's dark outside what they're going to need to do is get situated we've heard from the staging area 
where they are situated they're getting ready to have a go at it overnight but then more importantly when the 
sun comes up when there's some sunlight to work with that's when the the real recovery efforts we think will 
be starting tomorrow will be a a very sad day in the twin cities if it hasn't been sad enough already watching 
uh this bridge that everyone uses this bridge and everyone depends on it literally becomes parts of people's 
lives watching it plunge into the water like this and then tomorrow the news is not going to be not going to be 
any better or later today i should say it's after midnight and and hennepin county is going to be one of those 
entities that's going to be right in the center of this let's go to beth jett she is with hennepin county 
commissioner peter mclaughlin beth yes cindy a quick update before i go to the commissioner on one child 
just saw moments ago released from the hospital that was a child who was on the bus and his relatives 
saying he's okay so some good news there 28 people you'll recall were brought here mostly adults but some 
children as well and the hennepin county commissioner peter mclaughlin came here to thank the staff 
basically right for the stellar job that they've done in handling this disaster absolutely i want to go and talk to 
the emergency room staff and i know what they went through and trying to make sure to clear the decks and 
make sure that they could respond adequately this is why we have a public hospital in place is to make sure 
that we can respond when a disaster of this sort takes place and they did a fabulous job and they really 
served the people well you were saying the communication systems that they use have been in place for 
quite some time that minneapolis are this twin cities is leading the country in terms of communication to 
make sure a disaster like this works smoothly well it's communications and planning you 
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it's communications and planning you know practice doesn't necessarily make perfect but it sure does help 
and i think we saw that tonight in terms of the communications we've invested in the communication system 
so the police can talk to the fire can talk to the ambulance drivers and and then talk to the hospitals we've 
had the we've actually practiced we do tabletop exercises they call it but we've also done actual drills where 
we actually do it live on the street you learn lessons when you do that and those lessons come into play ona 
night like tonight and it really has shown i think yeah now commissioner you have not been down to the 
scene yet but you've seen the pictures and this is your district where it occurred so what are your thoughts 
tonight well as a graduate of the university of minnesota graduate school i mean just have that bridge right 
there next to the campus go down it's pretty stunning and to see the the visuals of it are just amazing to see 
but then you see that bus that could have gone into the river with those 60 kids but it didn't that's a miracle as 
far as i'm concerned so i'm i'm praying and hoping for the families and the the people who are involved and 
hoping that they can pull through as many as possible and of course plans already in the works and how to 
deal with this mess unfortunately that's uh you know revealed itself tomorrow so what what is tomorrow 
looking ahead what can you tell us about the schedule for tomorrow well tomorrow there's going to be uh 
they're planning right now for for traffic and and if you want to consult the city web page tomorrow morning 
early i'm sure the networks are going to have the tv is going to have some pictures as well about suggestions 
about where to go but people are going to need to be patient because people are going to be finding their 
way this is a huge artery of bringing people into downtown every morning and taking people out there's no 
ball game they've canceled the ball game tomorrow which is a good thing but people are going to have to 
find alternate routes they're going to need to be patient as they do that and we're going to the engineers are 


going to be doing the best they can to time the lights and move move the traffic around as best they can but 
we're going to need to be patient this is going to take a couple years at least to replace that bridge and lastly 
mr 
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to replace that bridge and lastly mr anyone that you knew on the bridge have you any relatives involved or 
friends involved on the bridge not that i know of yet and i've checked with my family here and friends as far 
as ican so far but i you know there hasn't been a list of victims released yet but so far no one thankfully has 
been hurt in my family hennepin county commissioner peter mclaughlin thank you so much for joining us this 
late at night i want to thank those people at hennepin county medical center they've done a heck of a job 
today and everybody else as well thank you thank you and as you can imagine john and cindy lots of prayers 
going on tonight and that's something we wanted to share with you right over my shoulder there's a couple of 
teenagers who came out here and camped out just to bring the power of prayer into the picture they have no 
relatives here they just felt the calling to come out and stake out right in front of the entrance to the hospital 
take a look at what they're doing they have come armed with their bibles if you will and they approach people 
as they can being very respectful they come from a church in roseville called communitize and they got here 
opened their bibles because they are deep believers in the power of prayer listen i felt a need to be right at 
the scene i felt a need to be praying firsthand in front of those that were entering into the hospital and exiting 
and to just give my time and of course she was saying that they've been providing comfort for those involved 
praying for healing praying for the souls praying for the rescuers who are out there looking for the lost and 
she says of course throughout minneapolis there's a sort of a prayer chain going on amongst christian 
community to keep the twin cities in mind in terms of healing and moving forward with this and all coming 
together as a family so again the good news just about maybe 20 minutes ago we saw a child being released 
from the hospital who was on that school bus and was okay we hope to see more cases like that as the night 
progresses we did see a woman however who shared with us that her sister is in an induced coma with a 
head injury 
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is in an induced coma with a head injury could be facing paralysis won't know for 72 hours she was ina 
vehicle with her husband and two teenage daughters when the vehicle fell of course with the bridge and the 
two teenage daughters are at hennepin county medical center injuries to their backs but otherwise okay so of 
course you can imagine prayer is a big thing happening tonight all over the twin cities in the state of 
minnesota back to you john cindy all right beth jett at hennepin county medical center one of the scenes 
where some of the injured people were taken another scene for the injured abbott northwestern hospital and 
we have dr dana laughlin on the phone with us right now he treated patients tonight dr laflin you treated 
patients who were injured in the bridge mishap right that is correct and tell us about the injuries that you saw 
tonight a mixture of cuts and scrapes but also some broken bones as well akin to injury suffered blunt force 
car accidents sudden impact things like that correct you know um dr o'laughlin the status of those patients 
right now are they are they still hospitalized weren't even able to go to go home there were two that were 
hospitalized and the rest were able to go home still seeing one that actually just arrived as a delayed um 
arrival from the um from the event we've heard that there's going to be the so-called walking wounded 
people that might trail into the hospitals after leaving the scene although at this hour six hours later i would 
hope that those who were wounded and able to walk have found their way into some medical medical facility 
already are you still seeing some of this some of these wounded people trickling in just one so far this late 
tell us about the scene inside the hospital in the in the minutes after the first reports of the collapse and then 
as the evening progressed did you have a plan in place that that you put into order to get ready for the influx 
of patients all the hospitals in the metro area have plans in place to jump into action when something like this 
happens and we actually have worked together as a community to 
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a community to fine-tune those plans so we can help one another in these events as well and so when the 
the event happened we started our response plan as we've practiced it and mobilized our resources got 
space made available in the emerge permits so when people did arrive we were ready for them we had 
additional supplies and staff brought up and ready to go doctor can you tell us how it is that some patients 
went to abbott northwestern how some went to hennepin county medical center some went to fairview what 
is the what's the decision process that goes into place the emergency medical services people on the scene 
will make assessments as far as which patients need to be moved the most quickly and to what facilities that 
best have the resources to manage it they will also take a look and see where the event is happening relative 
to these other facilities and so they'll try and best match their resources and patients to the right areas and 
then there'll also be as you guys mentioned earlier the issue of the walking wounded that will also make their 
way into the various facilities usually fairly close to where the event has happened did you talk to any of the 
patients who treat a doctor about what happened what they went through and their recollection of what 
happened uh yes uh in fact the one i'm working with right now um was on uh the bus that fell and she recalls 
in great detail how she was quite scared now everybody was trying to get off the bus and uh but she is 
impressed upon me how brave she is and i was quite quite pleased to see her here because she was 
actually missing for a period of time and i was working with her mother earlier this evening because the 
mother had arrived here shortly after the event happening we couldn't find her daughter in the area 
eventually we were able to uh some of our team here were able to help find uh where she was at and then 
she came back over here for evaluation well that had to be a wonderful reunion when mother and daughter 
finally got together it's nice to see a mom with a smile on her face it was smelling a few hours ago 
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her face it was smelling a few hours ago absolutely absolutely well it sounds like you have two two patients 
that are is that what you said that are remaining the night there i believe so all right and in their condition at 
this point i can't say i'm not involved with the care directly right now okay thank you very much you're 
welcome dr dana laughlin from abbott northwestern working with patients in fact he says one young patient 
who was on that school bus that we've seen so much of tonight who came in a few hours after the fact oh 
boy put yourself in the into the shoes and the heart and the soul of that mom who was looking for her 
daughter who was on that school bus a lot of connections made after the accident just like that but 
unfortunately we're gonna be hearing about some missed connections too as the death toll is the fire officials 
are telling us the death toll is likely to go up we know that after the bridge collapsed that there were people 
that were rushing to the area to see what happened and to hopefully i think in their minds wanted to help out 
joe mason joins us more with more on those stories cindy and john many couldn't believe what they were 
seeing but no one could look away we heard it over and over it looked like a scene right out of the movies 
here's what we found about a mile from the accident earlier tonight it's that view high above people came 
here to this pedestrian bridge south of the accident to look to see what exactly happened it left some 
speechless it brought others memories soda remind i mean kind of reminds me of a 911 type of feel to it sort 
of unreal that that you see the cars just sitting there like just collapsed dropped it's terrible i don't know how 
this could happen i've never seen anything quite like it in my life many brought cameras here we saw many 
people with cameras with cell phones trying to capture a moment in twin cities history it's just utter 
devastation most of the people on this bridge live in this neighborhood they came down here because they 
used that bridge every day to get to and from work i could have been on it my family could have been on it 
it's 
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have been on it it's scary you don't know if your friends who live around here they're over there it could be 
anyone you know i take that away sometimes this time i happened to go through the city there was nothing 
people up here could do they couldn't help only watch but some did the only thing they could think of since 
this accident is making national news many on that bridge receive calls from loved ones in other states 
asking if they were okay live in the newsroom joe mason 5 eyewitness news joe thanks fair to say that 
actually we here in the newsroom called touch base back home to find out where our loved ones were let's 


go back now to downtown minneapolis to brad satin brad cindy you know earlier today i spoke to the fire 
chief a few hours ago at this point he says in his 20 some odd years he has never been involved locally with 
something like this he says obviously there's a lot of focus right now on this bridge but there is some real 
concern tonight about some other bridges obviously this investigation is going to go on for months it involves 
federal state and local officials but one of the first orders of business he says is checking bridges downriver 
that is a concern especially down river when you have a collapse like this some of the material will flow down 
river and so they are looking at bridges downriver to make sure that the piers and those things are safe for 
operations the city of minneapolis has 26 fire trucks he said 22 of them were dispatched to the scene that is 
almost unheard of 22 of the 26. he says his crews will be back first thing in the morning at daylight dawn he 
says they are not certainly ruling out the possibility that others could be found alive but certainly he says you 
know as the clock ticks that becomes less and less likely live in minneapolis brad satin five eyewitness news 
thanks brad steve shaw is in the newsroom now and last we checked steve was at the staging area where a 
lot of the water rescue crews water recovery crews now unfortunately 
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water recovery crews now unfortunately were getting ready to get into the river and try to find victims steve 
john rescue and salvage crews are working through the night to get ready for a long difficult search tomorrow 
hennepin anoka dakota and other counties are staging at the u behind the wiseman art museum they're 
planning a 6 a.m briefing there before boats and dive teams head upstream to search for more wreckage 
and more people sarah flake drove all the way from [ ___] rapids to drop off food and water for some of the 
crews that will be working through the night i mean everybody takes that way one way or another you don't 
know who's on there so you look you look like you're kind of in shock well yeah this usually happens in like 
somewhere else or you know not here another woman showed up with a couple sandwiches she got from 
from starbucks and she showed up from south minneapolis to give to these sheriff's deputies because she 
just wanted to do something steve shaw five eyewitness news you know that is of course the the fact of the 
matter here is that we're seeing here hours on end but rescue crews doing far far more than that yeah and 
you add up a little things one little thing after another after another and it adds up to one big rescue and now 
unfortunately recovery effort but you can't help but be impressed in the in the desperate minutes and hours 
after this first happened shortly after six o'clock hearing the stories the eyewitness accounts of people who 
got out of a car maybe just like that white car right there that's pointed at a 45 degree angle got out of the car 
instead of running running away and getting away from the scene maybe that person got out and tried to 
help someone else like those kids on the bus or the driver of the ups truck that we see laying on its side 
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we see laying on its side you know in just a few minutes ago we had an interview with peter mclaughlin 
hennepin county commissioner this is his district where this happened and he said that basically he wanted 
to be on the air right now to thank hennepin county emergency city emergency state emergency teams 
because the system worked it did it did may not end up with the ending that we like but the system works you 
know what else he said that i didn't mention yet but i mean he was the first one to say it tonight that really it 
resonated he said it would take probably a couple of years to build the bridge again a couple of years now 
we know that it's a huge project couple of years and again we we have to point out the obvious here because 
you take it for granted but this is the interstate that runs smack up and down the middle of the country from 
north to south mark alber part of our team of reporters bringing you coverage mark and john as we've 
reported there were construction crews on that bridge at the time of the collapse and also nearby and after 
that collapse some of those crews headed back in to try to help out to try to find those people that may have 
been on that bridge and be part of that massive response those crews quickly worked with law enforcement 
there to seal off the ends of the bridge you're seeing those barricades moved in there they'll likely remain in 
place for quite some time as you guys were just talking about we also saw those rescue boats and crews 
heading to the scene from all angles really and as the crews worked hundreds stood on those overpasses 
and nearby roads watching really is the disaster and of course the response unfolded being crumbled we 
were sitting in our unit just hanging out in the office and it sounded like a jet was going to hit our building or 


something and then we looked around and we came out my niece and nephew were like oh my god look at 
all the smoke i don't think it could happen here you know and again really incredible to see all those 
hundreds and thousands of people really on the sides of the bridges and the roads coming out here to see 
what they could do some people saying hey i've been trained in cpr i'm a medical student i can help here 
what can i do really an outpouring here at this bridge site back to you yeah mark we are extracting these 
stories 
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mark we are extracting these stories uh kind of combing through this information and finding people who are 
telling us how they contributed what they saw colleen mahany is live with somebody at hennepin county 
medical center who did just that colin we understand you talked to a woman who had to help someone find a 
missing relative that's right we just spoke with a woman here who went through the process of trying to find a 
person here she came with a relative who was desperately searching for a loved one she wouldn't go on 
camera but she says once they walked through the door they were immediately greeted by both chaplains 
here at the hospital as well as a group of nursing supervisors it took just a few minutes for them to find out 
make the connection between the family members and get the loved ones to see their their relatives that are 
here the woman didn't want to appear on camera she didn't want to get into details about her loved one and 
the relative and their situation or their condition at this time but she wanted to make the point that she 
couldn't believe how incredibly professional the staff here was at the hospital in such a crisis situation she 
said you know the people here are doing a really great job and of course we want to share that with you as 
well and you can tell that there's a lot of people out in the community that are willing to help we're joined right 
now by corey fishman corey tells us that he was actually on the bridge and started taking people rescuing 
them to take us through what happened i was i was i come rolling up about round six when it really 
happened and now i've seen i've seen like the collapsing and stuff when i was pulling up and i seen like 
people screaming and yelling for assistance so i ran over there and i started pulling people out of their cars 
told them to get into the safety and after that then the assistants came there's a couple of sheriffs that come 
over there and the state patrol a few of them over there and i told them i said they asked 
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there and i told them i said they asked me what i was doing i told them i said i'm uh i'm employed for a 
medical team for seven clients and i'm in the head lifeguard out there you are on your way to a twins game 
isn't that right describe where you were heading and what went through your mind when you saw it it was 
pretty shocking when i when i was there it was pretty well i couldn't describe how it was is shocking the first 
time i've seen something like that happen why are you here tonight why'd you come to the hospital i'm here 
to check on the individuals that i helped and they they graduated me for saving them and there's a couple 
people that's in pretty critical critical and and on they're pretty well well pretty hurt bad i should say well and 
hospital staff let you talk to them or at least make contact with yeah they may contact me and they gave me 
information saying that they were pretty well being treated pretty good so okay corey thank you so much for 
your information tonight again we just wanted to let you know that there's still some activity here at the 
hospital people coming and going as they're checking in on relatives but again the hospital staff from the 
inside people who are coming out saying they're doing just a fabulous job of connecting them to their 
relatives and giving them all the information of course they so desperately want colleen colleen mahoney 
reporting from hennepin county medical center with one of the hometown heroes one of the many many 
people who have were critical probably in the saving of lives today and tonight alison triarcy has been at the 
north end of this bridge collapse ground zero perhaps a cliche but this is where a lot of activity has taken 
place all night long allison certainly cindy and firefighters and emergency recovery teams just pulled out of 
here a few minutes ago we are left with some minneapolis police officers who are here to secure the site for 
the evening 
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to secure the site for the evening just beyond them of course are the six crumpled cars that you can see 
piled on top of each other and amazingly we talked to one woman who is at the bottom of that pile and 
managed to get out of there with hardly a scrape it's an amazing story she tells of watching she says 
construction workers literally fall through the air around her they were on the bridge repairing potholes and 
resurfacing it another woman ahead of her angela wong in a car with her son she says the signs above her 
all of a sudden started falling and then she realized they were falling too the northernmost point of the bridge 
break it collapses and six cars pile on top of each other i swear i saw construction workers suspended in the 
air melissa hughes was in the red car when the ground fell out beneath her and a pickup truck fell onto her 
roof just kind of that feeling that free fall feeling it felt like we did that twice and i heard it loud at that time i 
just stomped on the brake and held my steering wheel and then heard loud smash and saw my back window 
break amazingly she walked out of that car unscathed up ahead angela wong and her son fell into the 
bridge's center break i just couldn't believe it that that we can walk out of there like just with minor scratches 
because our Car is like total hudson scrapes angela says she watched as the overhead signs on the bridge 
suddenly fell the next thing i saw was the road kind of wave like in a wave and we were just i just we were 
going head down i just was hoping that i wouldn't get hurt when we hit because we were like going straight 
down again a mother and son caught in the worst of the bridge break walk away we're just really lucky 
because like our cars is just if you like look at it it's like unbelievable that we could just like get out and walk 
out or something like that and they certainly did walk out with just a few minor injuries back out here you're 
looking at the portion of the bridge that is really in question tonight 
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tonight emergency personnel do not believe of course that this structure is at all safe they have pulled us 
further and further back through the evening because there is a fear at this point that it was seen actually 
boeing actually bending a bit and they have decided that it could fall many of these structures of course vary 
in sound but this one particularly so we have been pulled further and further back through the evening just as 
a precaution i asked them just a few minutes ago if they've seen any change they said they have not 
reporting live allison triarci back to you well as we have been showing you the bridge collapse is making 
major national news tonight in fact abc's nightline dedicated its entire show to the bridge collapse including 
the coverage our reporter chris o'connell and here is that coverage tonight on nightline deadly collapse a 
massive bridge span on a major highway falls into the mississippi rush hour catastrophe cars and trucks 
tumble into the water dozens more remain trapped on the bridge how did it happen we're live from minnesota 
with the latest from the global resources of abc news with terry moran in washington martin beshear and 
cynthia mcfadden in new york city this is nightlife august first 2007. good evening this is the scene of the 
tragedy outside minneapolis tonight an eight-lane highway that carries over a hundred thousand cars a day 
collapsed into the mississippi river at the height of russia at this point we know that at least seven people are 
dead and that figure may yet increase at the moment according to the coast guard dozens of cars and trucks 
remain in the water completely submerged we're joined now by chris o'connell of our abc affiliate kstp who's 
on the scene chris good evening and thank you for joining us 
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and thank you for joining us martin this scene is almost unimaginable a one-third mile stretch of i-35w one of 
the busiest highways in the twin cities here collapses as you said at the height of rush hour collapsing into 
the mississippi river carrying with it scores of cars buses vans trucks all just going in plunging into the 
mississippi river seven people are dead at last count 60 others are injured and now the search continues at 
this hour for any other victims who may be caught in the rubble let's take you in on what is happening right 
now at this moment you see this is i-35w this bridge crosses the mississippi river at about 605 at the height 
of rush hour it collapses into the mississippi river you see that sign where it says university avenue right past 
that there is no more roadway this bridge was built in 1967 it is a fairly old bridge there was construction 
going on at this bridge at the time of this crash but it was only surface type of minor repairs going on at this 
time there is no evidence it was a terrorist attack but perhaps some engineering failure on this bridge but 
right now rescue crews are still searching for victims on the banks of the mississippi river we're seeing 


medevac helicopters flaring about which means there could be still victims being taken to nearby hospitals 
but is a major catastrophe here in the twin cities chris do you have any clear idea yet as to the number of 
vehicles in totality that are either trapped on the bridge or indeed still in the water martin it is really hard to tell 
because this was bumper to bumper traffic going over this bridge a lot of people were going home from work 
some people were coming into town for a minnesota twins baseball game but right now no word yet on how 
many cars may have taken that plunge at 
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many cars may have taken that plunge at least 50 cars we understand there are still many many still 
submerged and with that rubble you saw the video of that rubble they're still feared that still people may be 
trapped inside that rubble but as darkness falls here in the twin cities that recovery and rescue effort is being 
dampened at this point chris o'connell thank you there are many questions tonight and so few answers but 
bit by bit a picture of just what happened this evening is starting to emerge here's nightline's chris bury at the 
height of the evening rush hour shortly after six o'clock a center section of the busy eight lane bridge i-35 
west in downtown minneapolis just gave way it had been under construction the first pictures gave a sense 
of the tragic scope the first reporters on the scene conveyed the horror i'm seeing with my own eyes and i 
gotta tell you it's the most awful thing i've ever seen emergency officials said as many as 50 cars and trucks 
had plunged into the mississippi river survivors and witnesses some clearly shaken gave vivid and terrifying 
accounts of what they'd seen there's cars in the water there's a semi on fire there's a school bus on the 
bridge i don't know if it was filled with that it's a mess my truck was completely face down it was pointing 
towards the ground falling towards the ground and my truck got ripped in half when i when i got out of my 
truck it was it was uh it was folded in half and uh i i can't believe i'm i'm alive we're bumper to bumper traffic 
um probably going 10 miles an hour the bridge started uh shaking and the whole bridge from shore from one 
end of the bridge to the other just completely collapsed i i thought i was dead i literally thought i was dead i 
looked forward and the bridge ahead of me was undulating i thought this could collapse too i could go down i 
kept going and i made it within the 
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i kept going and i made it within the hour boats and divers were in the water at first attempting rescues and 
then the reference focused on recovering the bodies it is a recovery effort in the river not a rescue effort but a 
recovery effort a school bus leaned perilously close to the very edge it had been carrying young children but 
somehow luckily the bus had stopped just short of the point where the highway so abruptly ended me and 
about two or three other other uh men were actually taking the kids off of the bridge and you know actually 
lifting them down because you know it the bridge was completely down and we had to you know have have a 
couple of them jump you know because the kids were wet screaming they were screaming crying at first i 
didn't know what was happening dust just started coming up everywhere and then i realized that we're going 
the bridge is go is going down and uh it it just fell all the way down on the smoldering bridge a tractor-trailer 
and other vehicles burned some were barely hanging on underneath the mangled metal and concrete cars 
were crushed like tin cans types of injuries are typical uh blunt type of injuries from motor vehicle trauma or 
fall which means we injuries to the head and face and extremities the problem with these types of injuries is 
you don't know the extent of the internal injuries and that's what we're uh determining right now with actually 
the cause of death we believe the cause of death was a drowning drowning drowning and there may be 
more at the scene i don't have information on the scene hospital officials quickly activated their disaster plan 
setting up triage for the many critically injured hundreds of paramedics from around the twin cities we have 
100 paramedics here our nurses have all been alerted 100 of them the emergency department nurses from 
the critical care units our whole medical staff was notified 
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the bridge downtown near the university of minnesota was 500 feet long constructed 40 years ago the most 
heavily traveled bridge in the state this is a complete disaster everybody was completely shaken up cars 
were everywhere front end smashed in cars in the water the entire center section of the of the bridge is just 
laying right across the mississippi some of the traffic was headed to the metro dome where the minnesota 
twins were set to host the kansas city royals after a moment of silence the game went on tonight rescue 
workers toiled under difficult conditions as daylight faded and thunderstorms threatened state officials 
confirmed the bridge had been inspected three years ago and given the clean bill of health no sign of 
terrorism said the head of homeland security the national transportation safety board promised a full 
investigation to find out what exactly went so horribly wrong this is chris bury for nightline in washington the 
event and that was a replay from nightline which aired tonight on kstp 5 eyewitness news which of course we 
have preempted because of our own live coverage but you saw that the national story the national 
repercussions of this story were quite dramatic and will continue for days to come and we'll continue our 
coverage right now by getting to steve shaw who has been with rescue and recovery crews as they do their 
job tonight the bridge collapsed the look on this woman's face said it all i saw was white and it's just there's 
cars in the water there's too many phones being used it's a school bus on the bridge i don't know if it was 
filled with it it's a mess you really got it [Applause] this man was trying to get to his 
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this man was trying to get to his brother who was one of the many injured being treated down below our 
apartment just started shaking we'd come out and the bridge is down some cars were like completely flat 
basically and other cars were were like stuck in the water you know i mean they fell off into the water and 
they couldn't get out that man is a first aid responder who just happened to be in the area when it happened 
he did all he could to get down there until other help arrived some people were like you know screaming for 
help other people were just trying to remain calm and then but everyone but it was nice after about 20 
minutes like there was a lot of people helping everybody to get them out of there police were just as shocked 
as everybody else but not too shocked to do their job oh it's crazy i've been on that bridge a million times 
chills yeah that's scary [Music] daylight turn tonight but we're all going to be here for a while mainly scared 
for the people because you could see you know people in the water you could see people on the bridge you 
could see people trapped in their cars we continue to try to piece together what happened out there the 
physical side of this as well as the human side the star tribune put together a graphic showing the bridge 
collapse it shows how the bridge was snapped in two directions with the center section then landing into the 
river a man named jacob reynolds brought us some amazing pictures he was on the scene just seconds after 
the bridge collapsed these are pictures that he took with his digital camera they captured the chaos and the 
emotion at the very start of this disaster cars were exploding there was you know popping big you know 
explosions and i just didn't know what was going to happen to those guys reynolds took dozens of pictures 
and we have posted them at kstp.com and now here's another map to give you 
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and now here's another map to give you perspective as to where the bridge is this of course is one of the 
main routes into downtown minneapolis right by the metrodome the twins game which is scheduled for later 
tonight that would be on august 2nd has been postponed because of what happened there will be detours 
tomorrow you can bet on that and here's the map it looks like one green box doesn't it but that's the way 
you're going to have to get around 35 w take a look traffic will have to use interstate 94. if you're heading 
north on 35 w that is always a major bottleneck the other detour is highway 280 no matter what this will be a 
major delay and it'll be a tough tough rush hour tomorrow morning let's go to christy peel christie you were on 
the scene at the holiday inn and seven corners where there was there were efforts to get family some 
comfort and some assistance is that is that still where you are nearby right now it is cindy and john it's been 
a difficult evening all night here as more and more family go into the hotel i just stepped out now and i want 
to show you how things have changed here look at that scene just a few about a half an hour ago that was lit 
up with crews in the recovery effort they've all stopped for the evening now you can see it's awfully dark back 
there let me take you now inside the hotel and show you the scene in there the red cross has opened a 


center for families who are still desperately searching for missing loved ones at the holiday inn metrodome 
pastors and counselors are talking with those family members more than 50 or between 20 and 50 different 
health professionals are on hand here they've taken calls from over 100 family members and more than 50 
have stopped into the center i talked with the pastor about what he's telling those people tonight well you just 
we put those a week at this time i mean there's not a whole lot you can say there's nothing really that you 
mostly you just listen to obviously on a day like today people are not asking deep theological questions 
they're they're asking more why me and so that's what the chapters down there again the center here is 
going to stay 
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again the center here is going to stay open until 2 am it's going to shut down for the rest of the early hours of 
the morning and will reopen at 8 a.m tomorrow morning they're compiling lists so that if you have anyone 
missing you can come down here or call the american red cross then when they get word about your loved 
one they can call you back and give you any information that they've learned coming up in just a little bit 
you're going to hear from a woman who came down here to find out information about her brother and his 
girlfriend it's an emotional story people that we're seeing down here are just shocked they're walking around 
just looking absolutely lost and you're going to hear a really personal story coming up in just a little bit 
reporting live christy peel 5 eyewitness news thanks christy i'll tell you if you wanted to see some shocked 
faces earlier this evening as well look at the face of mayor ryback and governor pawlenty as they address 
the public we got a lot of information from that gathering they had a few hours ago let's listen in and hear 
what they had to say our hearts and our prayers go out tonight to the families and the friends of the victims of 
one of the most tragic nights in the history of minneapolis as we know by now the bridge on 35w has 
collapsed there are several known dead people as part of that it's a very dynamic situation and we'll be 
confirming more details as the night goes on the incident is now in control uh under the control the 
minneapolis fire department bronco forte our emergency preparedness commander is in charge of that using 
resources significant resources from the county the state and federal officials we have significant resources 
on site at this point we have uh searched approximately 50 cars uh we have confirmed six dead and uh we 
are continuing the search we uh have concern that this will be a very tragic night when it is over and so we 
will be continuing our work we will be returning in approximately an hour or two with more information on that 
but there are several pieces of information we'd like your help in getting out as quickly as possible 
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in getting out as quickly as possible first and foremost because there's great concern we want to make sure 
that those who urgently need to use their cell phones can so we ask everyone to please make as little use of 
your cell phone as possible with respect for those who obviously need it quite desperately this evening we 
also want to send a message to anyone who is in the metrodome at the twins game tonight that they are 
obviously safe but we are sending them all down two streets fourth and sixth street uh in the city the light rail 
will also be operating and so we want to make sure that as that crowd comes out tonight that they move 
toward the downtown area not toward the incident we greatly appreciate the support of the citizens and 
staying away from the site because obviously we need to have our resources uh at full maximum at that 
point so what i wanted to do now is turn it over to uh chief dolan to talk a bit more about the incident to 
governor pawlenty and then we'll turn to ted kenobi the red cross chief let's say at this point all survivors that 
were on the bridge were off the bridge uh we're also uh as far as the construction workers are concerned 
we've accounted for all the construction workers except for one we have assistance from red cross and 
numerous other agencies state patrol st paul others we have water rescue and recovery going on right now 
we have the resources that we need at this time i would also say that we we are clearing out personnel from 
that area perimeter security is our main concern right now and we are clearing out those areas you'll see 
officers checking other bridges that's just as a precaution we don't believe at this time that we have anything 
other than a bridge collapse i just want to add that right now that we did have a school bus full of youth those 
youth have been released to their parents and we'll have information here about a 
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and we'll have information here about a site for uh family members that are concerned and where they can 
go and we'll give that information a little bit later um that's it thank you obviously this is a catastrophe of 
historic proportions for minnesota and right now we are focused on making sure we do anything and 
everything to respond to the needs of those individuals who may have been harmed in this incident and so 
the mayor described a commanding control structure where the minneapolis fire department has the lead in 
that regard but they are being assisted by law enforcement and emergency responders from across the 
metro area including federal officials state officials county officials that includes law enforcement includes 
firefighting includes paramedics or emss technicians it includes the sheriff's office it includes the dnr and 
various water resources you saw a national guard blackhawk helicopter on the nearby bridge in case there 
were medevac needs or other needs that they could help with so there is a substantial and massive 
response i was on site earlier this evening and had a chance to visit and see the site it is obviously a 
catastrophe and first and foremost we want to say to the families who are being impacted by this that our 
hearts and prayers are with you but we also want to make sure that you know that we are doing everything 
we can to make sure that we respond as quickly as we can to the needs of this emergency as a couple of 
other just quick items and we'll turn it over to the red cross first of all i was on the phone with the secretary 
peters from the federal transportation authority she's going to be here early tomorrow morning she has 
pledged all of the federal government's resources and help we've received gestures from speaker pelosi and 
the congressional delegation that they stand by and are willing to help in any way possible as to the bridge 
itself it was built in 1967 it's a somewhat unique uh structure in the way that it was designed uh it was last 
and was inspected both in 


00:56:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-|8IIc&t=3360s 





uh it was last and was inspected both in 2005 and 2006 there were no structural deficiencies identified in the 
bridge according to mndot there were some cosmetic or minor repair items that needed some attention but 
no structural defects or deficits identified in the bridge they notified us from an engineering standpoint the 
deck may have to be rehabilitated or replaced in 2020 or beyond but no immediate or noted structural 
problems with the bridge i should also note however that there was construction taking place on the bridge 
relating to concrete repair and rehabilitation and replacement guardrail replacement lighting replacement and 
work on the joints that was being done started recently it was scheduled to be completed in september of 
2007. we also of course will be once this initial response is conducted we will also be working to deal with 
traffic issues and rebuilding issues and we'll address that in more detail but obviously there's going to need 
to be a very dramatic uh rerouting of traffic and transit patterns and we're already working on those plans 
through the med council and others to try to uh plan for those scenarios but right now we're focused on the 
rescue and recovery efforts i think right now we're going to hear from the red cross about a request that they 
have thank you governor it's been a very difficult night as you can imagine the twin cities red cross became 
the staging area for law enforcement officials city officials in the parking lot right now it was transformed into 
a parking lot of 80 cars into a parking lot with five command vehicles and two masts for communications 
boats and police officers on horseback all kinds of scenarios like that our hearts go out to all of the victims 
everybody who was involved in this the red cross was also the site that the 60 students 60 kids were taken 
from the school bus that you saw those 60 kids a few of them had some injuries two may have been more 
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had some injuries two may have been more severe than the other ones but totally we believe up to 10 kids 
were transported to area hospitals out of the 60. in the moments that ensued after the kids were taken to the 
hospital parents and family members were coming to the red cross down the hill right on the river road and 
that was earlier tonight the governor the mayor and police chief and the red cross talking about the situation 
as it stood still some information in there quite relevant however the death toll has climbed from the six that 
the mayor talked about to seven and the fire chief later told us and told told everyone that he thought that 
death toll and the uh the injury count would go up overnight we continue to maintain news crews around the 


scene including leah mclain leah well cindy the latest out here if you can see behind me again it's dark it's 
hard to see a lot of the crews that we were showing you out on the bridge the lights you saw out there earlier 
many of those folks have gone home for the night i just talked to rich stanek hennepin county sheriff rich 
stanek who told me that the dive teams are done for the night they're going to come back in the morning the 
problem at this point they say it's a little dangerous at night to have some of these crews out here so they 
have shut down a little their operation although there's still plenty of personnel out on the bridge they will 
continue their search efforts but they've scaled back a little bit again dive teams out of the water right now 
they plan to be back in in the morning and rich stanek told us that around nine o'clock tomorrow morning 
they're going to have some more updates for us of course they're going to be regrouping as they look all 
night long city officials rescue officials emergency officials who are out here all going to be going over the 
things that they have found throughout the evening and our crews have been here on the scene all night as 
well you've heard just incredible stories from some of the people who were on the bridge from the 
emergency crews who were there was about an hour ago an hour ago or so that we saw some folks come 
out from the red cross and they had a truck full of disaster relief was what their truck said they were going 
right behind me and heading over there to bring bottles of water to the firefighters 
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of water to the firefighters bring some snacks out there this has been going on for hours upon hours and at 
this point they're trying to not only find the people who are on the bridge but also help the support crew who's 
out there the rescue crews try to give them a little bit of support as well and we'll continue to stay out here 
and continue to keep an eye on this throughout the night as well for now reporting live in minneapolis liam 
mclean five eyewitness news thanks leah 1 a.m as we move into thursday now and it'll be a long thursday for 
a lot of people in the twin cities people who need to work at this scene and find work on the recovery of 
victims families that are waiting for word and also the the people that will be looking for answers as to what 
happened on the i-35 w bridge let's bring in brad satin now brad has been covering uh what the officials have 
had to say tonight and you've been giving us a lot of the the hard information that really tells us where the 
story stands right now brad that's right john and i want to pick up on something that you had just mentioned 
and talking to the fire chief a couple a couple hours ago he had mentioned that his big concern his big fear 
tonight is that there are still several vehicles under water that they don't even know about at last count he 
said at least seven fatalities 60 people to the hospital a bare minimum of 50 cars it's but it is the concern 
tonight about what is still under the water that they haven't been able to get to once daylight arrives and 
actually at this point maybe just about five or six hours a lot of the work is going to be concentrated in these 
void spaces these hard to get places where they actually need technical cruise assistance to be able to get 
into these small nooks and crannies where they haven't been able to get into yet and at the same time make 
sure that no one else gets injured the fire chief says his crew's work will probably end fairly quickly but the 
road to recovery will be a slow one i would say that within the next day or two we'll we will have wrapped up 
our part of it the fire department's part and then there'll be several months i would imagine of investigations 
and it's going to be a while before that section of bridge is rebuilt i would say 
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section of bridge is rebuilt i would say you know again i'm not an engineer but just knowing traveling around 
and watching construction that's probably going to be a couple years before that section of bridge is back 
these news conferences coming from here the county government center which is closed for the night we're 
told the next update will be about seven o'clock tomorrow morning live in minneapolis brad satin five 
eyewitness news thanks glenn barbour saw many people who were injured in this in this mishap and spoke 
to several others who watched it all happen here's his story and the whole bridge just gave out and just 
completely fell gary barbino headed to his blaine home stuck on the 35w bridge in bumper to bumper traffic 
at first i didn't know what was happening dust just started coming up everywhere and then i realized that 
we're going the bridge is going down and it it just fell all the way down i'm look i'm just lucky i wasn't over the 
water barbarano first rescued himself then headed to a nearby school bus packed with screaming children a 
youth group headed home from a field trip me and about two or three other other men were actually taking 


the kids off of the bridge and you know actually lifting them down because you know the bridge was 
completely down paramedics cared for children on the shores of the mississippi river a ups man also 
emerged from the wreckage crews from around the metro rushed to the scene to relieve citizens near the 
bridge who in this case were first to respond we actually had to find a place to jump off because the bridge 
where it actually broke was about 10 feet up in the air that was glenn barbour reporting many people rushing 
to the scene trying to help the many many victims mark albert spoke with some people who wanted to pitch 
in and he was on university avenue mark as flames continued to lick at the crumpled bridge and smoke filled 
the raw chasm of concrete thousands rushed to see the devastation 
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thousands rushed to see the devastation and to help we called out the hospitals to let them know what's 
happening but 9-1-1 was jammed actually and you couldn't even get through i'm cpr trainer and first state 
certified so i decided to come down and see if i could help at all and apparently we're not able to help yet 
does that make you frustrated it does because i'd like to be able to get down there and actually try to help 
somebody out think about the parking lot here we don't know what's going to happen with that everybody 
we're moving this back the faces told of shock and dismay of worry and disbelief there's a car on fire right 
there it's it's crushed there's some dead people at this point right here crews on the university avenue 
southeast on-ramp to 35-w south began erecting barricades keeping people away as more rescue boats 
headed to the river for those still trapped hours after the horror began mark albert reporting rod simon started 
tonight covering the timberwolves and other sports as he usually does for us but found himself in the middle 
of what might be the biggest news story in the twin cities in decades rod hi john and that is indeed the case 
we were actually on the other side of town if you will call us about seven hours ago we were preparing for the 
timberwolves they were introducing the five players brought in in that blockbuster kevin garnett trade as it 
was happening the bridge collapsed that's when everything changed in fact we have heard the stories about 
glenn taylor's granddaughter being caught in the collapse that was one of the elements that forced the 
timberwolves to cancel their plans meantime we dashed down from the target center along west river road 
there and then we re we saw people coming up we saw gary babino just a few moments ago he was one of 
the first people that i ran into coming up from the water from the water area talked to him talked to a handful 
of other people including a family named the winnigers from houston texas they were up here showing their 
daughter the university of minnesota of which she will attend this fall they were out shopping at the mall of 
america then they got caught 
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america then they got caught in this situation it was pandemonium everyone coming off of the bridge today 
was talking about the screams of terror the just the unbelievable anxiety that they were feeling but the one 
factor that they all were talking about was how they had their seat belts on time and time again they said we 
had our seat belts on in fact the whitakers had five people in their small car all were wearing their seat belts 
they say that saved their lives because it allowed them to actually absorb the number of times that they hit 
concrete which was four or five by their count and then they actually were able to get out and get to safety it 
was a remarkable day a very dramatic day coming off of the water along here along the mississippi we're live 
right by the i-35 w bridge rod simon's five eyewitness news thanks very much robert you're pointing out here 
that at one o'clock in the morning we're a few hours away from the start of rush hour and that is going to take 
on some very different proportions metro transit announced that it was going to put 25 more buses out at 
park and ride spots mostly throughout the north metro trying to get people discourage people actually from 
getting in their cars and trying to make the north to south drive during rush hour tomorrow because 35 w will 
be shut down so what they're going to do is put more buses on the roads try to get people to go to the park 
and ride here's a map of the detours right now pretty simple 35 w out of commission 694 east-west down to 
94 heading south into the cities for work back over east west and 280 possibility to get back up north making 
a large box surrounding 35 w which can't go near but what metro transit is hoping and what we've heard the 
mayor and the governor say is they're hoping some folks who don't normally take public transportation get 


the message and get out to some park and rides in places like roseville and maplewood and [___] rapids 
even and get them onto the bus and try to get them to work that way the scene is going to be very very busy 
tomorrow morning as well of course we will the 
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well of course we will the recovery mission will continue we will also have a major national contingent upon 
the scene a large part of the minnesota congressional delegation into including congressman ellison and 
senators klobuchar and coleman will be here also with the transportation secretary the u.s secretary of 
transportation also we will be having crews from the national transportation safety board on hand they're 
going to be doing that what they will do is first of all bring some resources with them they will try to i think 
deal with what we're looking at here which is the collapse of a big chunk of the interstate system and then 
they will start to try to put together the the investigation that will determine ultimately how this happens let's 
get out to the north end of the scene of this disaster now to allison triarcy that's where she's been since early 
this evening allison john hundreds of firefighters emergency personnel were all gathered here at the north 
end of the bridge collapse they have all gone home for the night we are left with a few minneapolis police 
officers here just to secure the scene through the evening the remainder of the morning when everyone i'm 
told will come right back here this is going to be one of the main staging areas for personnel to come in to 
continue moving this wreckage getting those cars off the bridge behind me there are six crumpled cars from 
where that bridge broke here on the north end and amazingly i was told by police everyone inside of those 
cars made it out of here alive we spoke to one woman melissa hughes who is in a red car we actually have 
pictures of it for if we can show those she was in a red car that fell down and then was crushed by a pickup 
truck that fed on top of her of her car amazingly she was able to walk away we don't have those pictures to 
show you right now but that's just one story ahead of her a woman angela wong and her son falling they see 
the overhead signs above them falling and that's when they realized they were about to fall too take a listen 
the next thing i saw was 
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take a listen the next thing i saw was the road kind of wave like in a wave and we were just i just we were 
going head down i just was hoping that i wouldn't get hurt when we hit because we were like going straight 
down and thankfully we just um we didn't we just got some minor scratches and yeah we were just really 
lucky because that family told me that after they fell straight down towards just concrete other cars fell after 
them on top of them around them they say their car was absolutely totaled and still they walked away with 
just those minor scrapes and bruises just one of the many stories i'm hearing from the north end of the 
bridge collapse reporting live allison trier say back to you some of the miracles that we have heard about this 
evening john well from the north end of the bridge now to chris o'connell has been covering the story since 
minutes after this bridge collapsed chris yeah john it was really a race against time after this bridge collapsed 
at 605 this evening racing against time i say that because rescue crews were doing what they can while they 
had daylight they only had a couple hours to try to get every victim they could find until darkness fell and that 
pretty much put a halt to any kind of rescue efforts take a look behind me if you want to take a look not much 
going on right now rescue crews have pretty much gone home for the night they are home to rest because 
tomorrow will be a very very long day rescue crews should be out here at daybreak tomorrow right now 
behind closed doors there are officials now mobilizing their their meetings and planning a strategy as to what 
kind of rescue efforts need to be done mobilizing their rescue crews to get into the rubble because brad satin 
was talking about this earlier today was you see the the devastation there there's a lot of rubble a lot of 
broken concrete and structurally the integrity of that bridge as it stands now is not in good shape that's why 
rescue crews 
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in good shape that's why rescue crews really will have to go piece by piece inch by inch to try to get into 
those voids to try to find anyone that still may be trapped in there that's not even mentioning the cars that still 
may be submerged in the mississippi river you see this this is where our vantage point from sky 5 here 
earlier today just just it's hard to imagine talking with people who live nearby i talked with an eyewitness who 
literally was looking outside his window when this happened he heard one crash heard another he heard four 
different crashes saul plumes of dust come up presumably from the concrete that was destroyed in this and 
he just looked in horror knew what was happening he rushed outside to try to do what he can he actually 
pulled a few people from the bridge and from the banks of the mississippi you see their cars just dangling it is 
just an unimaginable scene out here but right now as it stand is it very quiet rescue crews are now resting up 
getting ready for what will be a long long day tomorrow at last count we've been updating you seven people 
dead 60 injured there is no doubt those numbers are going to go up by daybreak tomorrow morning thank 
you very much chris o'connell doing yeoman's duty tonight by the way we talked to former transportation 
secretary len levine tonight about his take on what happened and what will happen in the days to come as 
the investigation gets geared up let's take a listen to what he had to tell us earlier now we're joined here in 
our studio by former transportation commissioner len levine commissioner levine you were commissioner in 
the perfect and in fact actually all the way up until 1990 and 1991 when governor carlson became a 
commissioner and you were the commissioner when there was a similar well there was a bridge collapse not 
a similar bridge was but a bridge collapse it brought back vivid memories uh to me 
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it brought back vivid memories uh to me i coincidentally i just came back from washington dc and i was in the 
office of congressman overstar and went to the airport and when i landed my wife called me and asked me if 
i had heard what had happened so it brought back memories of what happened uh that friday night when the 
lake street bridge collapsed and when i arrived at the scene i was there before right away i don't live far from 
there and we there was a lot of miscommunication there was a disconnect uh there were uh we thought 
there were 21 people killed and so i i know what they're uh going through and it's uh uh and i know what 
they're going to be going through right it appears that we we have a of course we do have improved 
communications to technology alone john we're gonna have a news conference at eight in about six minutes 
so we're gonna warn you right now commissioner we're gonna be bouncing around here a little bit city hall 
the mayor will be there the governor will be there we had pulled from the university of minnesota website this 
report and i don't know how much how specifically you can talk about this but walk us through this language 
from 2001 the research helped determine that the fatigue cracking of the deck truss is not likely which means 
that the bridge should not have any problems with fatigue cracking in the foreseeable future well john i'm not 
a structural engineer and i think you need to talk to a structural engineer to to answer that specifically but i 
can tell you that in minnesota we have close to twenty thousand bridges statewide at any one time uh the 
statistics will show that there's between forty and fifty percent of those bridges are rated efficient now the 
deficiency can be structural deficiency it could be um rusting it could be a number of different things and so it 
doesn't mean that half of the bridges are ready to collapse across the country there's uh close to six hundred 
thousand bridges uh that same percentage applies across the country i think what will happen here in 
minnesota now is what happened when the lake street bridge collapsed it'll be a re uh a reassessment of the 
inspection procedures and all across you know it's 
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procedures and all across you know it's not only the state federal system that we're talking about but it'll force 
in further inspections and increased inspections at the city level and county level and uh and this is not the 
time for anyone to criticize anybody and as far as the and i just want to say this too about a week ago i was 
in the bridge office uh here at um at minda uh the br the chief bridge inspector and uh engineer dan dorgan 
is really one of the finest most experienced bridge people in the country and he has spanned many 
administrations he's not a political no and i think you really want to talk to him i'm confident that at mndot in 
the bridge office there's a high degree of competency as good as any place in the country and it's what's 
complicated here now is that there's debris there's there's people there's cars there they'll have to block off 


the bridge they have to block off the river they have to salvage what they can we had rain also in those years 
and that complicates it it's a very complicated and very trying uh situations the minnesota department of 
transportation the primary body that inspects overseas and that will be involved in any kind of uh you know 
reconstruction of what's going on well as you know there's a close working relationship between the federal 
highway administration and there's a local office here and the minnesota d.o.t so they're closely together and 
and i know the people at hennepin county and ramsey county there's they're really competent bridge people 
there so you know this will renew the discussion on funding how much you can patch how much you need to 
reconstruct all of those issues will now come up again as they do whenever there's an incident like this and 
we're being told that the work done being done on this bridge today patching filling cracks routine work 
summertime work no significant structure that goes on all the time well i remember when i was commissioner 
the wabasha street bridge in st paul was over 100 years old it had a kind of a pin it was a news to me how 
that was constructed and they said that time if you get too much traffic on the bridge 
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you get too much traffic on the bridge at any one time vibration can cause a problem or if somebody hits a 
pier it can knock it over so it's frightening you know to people and you have to rely on people who are trained 
in the structural engineering field so that's why i say i think the public can know that that mndot and to 
answer your question specifically we're in good hands with mndot what they find here is another issue but i'm 
sure you're not going to find uh incompetence on the part of the bridge people i mean i know who they are 
and i am they're very very qualified but what happens now in the in this whole process i guess will happen a 
40 year old bridge is that is that a baby by bridge standards well bridges can go a long time depending on 
what kind of maintenance it's had what kind of uh repairs you know the there's uh in traffic's increasing as 
you know four to ten percent a year uh the roads are getting clogged there's heavier trucks today uh it's 
there's vibration uh that causes these problems bridges bridges get an overlay it's like putting sometimes a 
band-aid on a cancer you can only you can only repair them so long until you have to replace them so i don't 
know the specifics of this bridge and as i said when i got off the plane i was shocked i looked at the tv and 
and uh i know you know i know just from actually what i've heard now breaks your heart that's horrible let's 
get let's get again another report then if you don't mind staying here commissioner levine let's take a look 
here uh go out to bob mcdaniel who is in chopper five bob yeah we just wanted to give you a perspective of 
how broad-based this problem is gonna be obviously we've got the human tragedy on the ground but this is 
gonna be quite disruptive we are over rosedale right now and what you're looking at is where mndot has 
closed the 35 w 36 interchange as far east as rosedale so 35 all the way to downtown from here is closed as 
you can see there is traffic coming back uh from the north but it is only coming about a mile or so so basically 
the the north and the east side of 35 w is shut down as you can see and traffic is being routed to the north so 
again 
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is being routed to the north so again we're over in rosedale if you're in the east metro this is as close as 
you're going to get to downtown minneapolis uh along this particular interstate john bob thanks again we said 
it a little while ago and it's apparent and obvious this bridge is in the middle of everything it is in the middle of 
it all in the twin cities and that is a real example of how this is the domino effect of what's happened here uh 
joining us right now is former transportation commissioner len levine uh and and you mentioned traffic 
management is going to be an issue now because of exactly what has happened where it's happened well in 
my in my years being out of government i've been involved in a lot of traffic issues and uh and in recent 
discussions over in san francisco with security people there they were telling us about some of the concerns 
they had if the bay bridge went down or or if you know other what what happens to traffic well here in the 
twin cities every bridge is vital obviously and what will happen now is that traffic congestion will be a huge 
problem because on the interstate system we're pretty we're pretty good mndot has loop detectors implanted 
in the ground there's sensors there's cameras there's ways to detect what kind of traffic is moving and how 
fast where it's going and so on but there's no way to determine because they're just there aren't loop 
detectors there aren't sensors on secondary roads and on arterial roads so when people who normally use 


this road need to get from point a to point b and there's no bridge they'll have to figure out in mndot and the 
city of minneapolis and others will have to figure out how they can get from here to there and that's going to 
be a problem and when you're reporting the traffic conditions in the morning on channel 5 people are going 
to tune on and they're going to want to know what is it like where i'm going how do i get to university avenue 
or how do i get to and it's going to be a huge problem because there isn't a system in place here now to be 
able to determine that but i would encourage people to go to our website at some point before your morning 
commute and find out what the alternatives are you can pretty much imagine what the alternatives are but it's 
a lot easier to look at it on a screen and map it out and figure out how long it might take 
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and figure out how long it might take you to get to where you need to go and for us to detail the roads which 
we'll do but then again look at it in front of you and really map it out because this bridge collapse is going to 
send ripples through the twin cities for months and months and months if not years speaking of telling you 
about road detours and alternate routes we will detail something that we've just learned not too long ago 
about what will be done with highway 280 which as you can see is part of the north-south detour that that 
needs to be taken tomorrow during rush hour highway 280 will be the primary route to replace northbound 
and southbound i-35w it will be converted to a temporary freeway we are told with no traffic signals that's 
pretty big highway 280 with no traffic signals converted to a temporary freeway southbound i-35w will be 
allowed to advance only to stinson new brighton boulevard access to northbound 35 w will be allowed from 
stinson north brighton boulevard and from no points south of them so if you're in that area and you're 
planning on taking that as a detour as you make your plans before you go to bed you know what i'm talking 
about this is a live shot of the traffic management camera shot of highway 280 which figures to be a very 
crowded highway tomorrow now let's just give you just a quick update here for the south metro south twin 
cities area for i-35 south of the metro area all northbound i-35w traffic will have to exit at eastbound 94. so if 
you're heading up 35 w tomorrow and think you can cross the river you cannot you will be forced to detour 
off onto eastbound 94. so your best bet is to try trump public transportation or certainly heed the the traffic 
detours that are going to be using 280 and of course all of this information will be on kstp.com the plan will 
be taking shape over the next the coming days weeks and months because this will be a problem for the 
foreseeable future we're hearing now from a couple of different people tonight couple of years before there's 
bridge work done to get a bridge that spans the 
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work done to get a bridge that spans the mississippi river let's go back out now to glen barber live on the 
scene glenn cindy all evening long we've been staging here on the 10th street bridge we've been watching 
emergency crews line up here behind me at this hour you can see some of the large lights that are shining 
on the collapsed bridge just a couple hundred yards away over the last couple of hours we've watched as the 
crews from the outer areas of the metro departed this scene at this point there's not much they can do in the 
darkness all evening long we've been visiting with people in the last couple of hours we've learned that some 
officials with the train company that was involved in this incident arrived on the scene but again at this point 
this stage in this emergency operation there's very little that those folks will be able to do certainly through 
this evening we've also talked with a number of the victims this evening who were on the bridge when it 
collapsed just moments after this happened we encountered some people literally climbing up off of that 
collapsed bridge deck on the south side of the river there telling us what it felt like some guys who were in a 
truck tell us that they were going along and it was bumper-to-bumper traffic going about five miles an hour 
the bridge shook slowly at first and then just fell out from under them and of course there was a large impact 
uh several we just saw people everywhere literally just people walking up with sprained wrists and bloody 
noses uh that sort of thing uh pretty amazing sight it really as john mentioned earlier in the evening reminded 
me of the scenes we saw in new york on 9 11 certainly not to that scale but very similar scenes and of 
course the big story that i happened to come upon this evening from my vantage point was that school bus 
watching all of those children crying uh on cell phones that they borrowed from total strangers off the 
sidewalk so that 
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total strangers off the sidewalk so that they could call their parents and let them know that they were okay 
paramedics literally walking from the bridge holding young children in their arms we saw those pictures 
earlier today and tonight as we've been saying it's really a miracle that everybody on that school bus 
survived dozens of children coming back from the weighed dozens of children on a school trip a field trip 
from the wade community center they were returning at the time of this collapse so again we've just been 
sifting through some of the stories here tonight and at this hour emergency crews a bit out of a standstill here 
on the 10th street bridge we're waiting for first light tomorrow we're told so that they can resume the 
operation in particular on the river to figure out what's going on down there a lot of uncertainty on the river 
tonight john cindy all right thanks glenn let's go out to leah mclean now glenn was at the 10th street bridge 
leah exactly where are you right now 35 w bridge cindy 35w is right here behind me the road sign university 
and fourth avenue we're on second street here i believe we're right behind the holiday inn which is where a 
lot of the families have been going gathering to get some information on what's going on and of course you 
can see roads still blocked off we still have the police tape up but we've been showing you the shot at 35w 
with all the lights and the crews out there it is thinned out i just spoke to some volunteers at the red cross 
they were telling me that a lot of the activity we were seeing out there earlier has stood out the crews have 
gone they've taken a break some of them have gone home for the night or just kind of wrapped up their their 
progress for the evening the crews we were talking to had just come out they were driving through the police 
lines and the red cross crews were going home for the night one of the women i spoke to who was a red 
cross volunteer said she lives downtown and she is a trained volunteer for the red cross as soon as she 
heard about what happened she jumped in her car and got down here she said she knew there was going to 
be 
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she said she knew there was going to be traffic and she knew she needed to help so the first thing she did 
was got down here to the red cross command post and jumped in and did what she could she has been out 
on this bridge since it happened helping out the firefighters helping out the emergency officials and and 
giving them food or water whatever they need to try to make sure that they can sustain themselves as they 
continue this massive search about an hour ago we talked to hennepin county sheriff rich stanek who said 
that the divers were out of the water at this point there are emergency officials just kind of keeping an eye on 
the scene but the real search efforts the real recovery efforts have really slowed down at this point they will 
of course be out here in full force again tomorrow morning when daylight breaks we're going to have those 
dive teams back in the water the search crews doing whatever they can to find people off of this bridge and 
again it's it's a much quieter scene now than it was what we saw earlier in the day but a lot of these roads 
still blocked off and i still think it's pretty amazing as well just how much human activity there is i think we're 
looking at about 1 30 in the morning right now and i'm i still have seen people just wandering around there's 
still so much curiosity about people trying to figure out what it was that happened here or some people that 
just want to get a look at it you know we are downtown minneapolis it's kind of place that does tend to see a 
lot of activity but even this time of night we're seeing definitely more than you normally would on a regular 
day of so many people waiting for answers to so many different questions and we of course are looking for a 
lot of those answers ourselves and we'll continue to stay out here and gather more details throughout the 
night and throughout the next several days as well we're live in minneapolis liam mclean five eyewitness 
news okay leah thanks as leah reported about 45 minutes ago the hennepin county sheriff rich stanek says 
the search effort is called off for the night divers have been pulled out of the water he says because of the 
darkness he says it's not safe with the currents in the water and the concrete and the rebar and all the metal 
objects that are now in the water and you can see it right there as a result of the bridge collapse and stanic 
confirming what minneapolis fire department said earlier tonight at 
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fire department said earlier tonight at this point it is a recovery effort they do not expect to find any more 
survivors no not not a very not a very bright prospect for what lies ahead steve shaw is in our newsroom now 
he was posted behind the wiseman art center along the river there where there was a a gathering point of 
sorts for some sonar equipment steve that's right cindy ironically this afternoon i was over in dakota county 
where sheriff's deputies there were demonstrating for us something called a side scan sonar device now 
those deputies this past weekend used that very same device to find the second of those two saint paul 
storm water sewer workers who were dr who drowned in that horrible accident last thursday this afternoon 
we were on the mississippi river right there where the mississippi and the saint croix meet in prescott 
wisconsin where deputy mike fendrick showed us how effective sidescan sonar is ironically we ran into 
fendrick around midnight tonight at a staging area that same staging area we were talking about at the u 
where boat crews and divers plan to start looking for wreckage and sadly you know perhaps even bodies 
later on this morning that side scan sonar device you were looking at they spent thirty two thousand dollars 
for that device a few months ago dakota county did hennepin county has one and they're going to be putting 
those things to a lot of use starting at six a.m this morning steve shaw five eyewitness news alright steve 
thanks fire chief jim clack minneapolis fire department talked to us earlier tonight we got a lot of information 
from the chief let's listen in on that well when we move from a rescue to recovery mode we want to search 
every void space when you have a collapse of freeway spans like this there's a lot of void spaces that are 
hard to get into and we don't want to get into those spaces until it's safe to do so so what that means is we'll 
be slowly uh along with engineers structural 
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along with engineers structural engineers letting us know when it's safe and where it's safe to go to get into 
those void spaces and and make sure that we've looked everywhere at this point still too early to tell what 
happened is there any inkling as to what how this happens no i think what's going to happen i know what's 
going to happen starting tomorrow is federal state and city experts are going to be looking at this span of 
bridge to make that determination it's way too early for us to speculate um it is a total collapse of a significant 
section of the freeway and so there was something went wrong and we're going to get to the bottom of what 
happened we just don't know yet tonight what is the likelihood you would be able to locate any more 
survivors at this hour the likelinood goes down uh at this point we've been where we think survivors could be 
so far it is possible that throughout the night and tomorrow we may locate somebody else that is a survivor 
but the likelihood is getting fairly slim what is going on as far as checks of other bridges at this hour i just 
actually talked to the public works director from minneapolis and that is a concern especially down river when 
you have a collapse like this some of the material will flow down river and so they are looking at bridges 
down river to make sure that the piers and those things are safe for operations so we're going to try to recap 
some of the stunning events of this day perhaps the easiest way to do this is to take a look at our 6 p.m 
newscast just minutes after the collapse as chopper 5 was arriving on the scene alison can you hear us now 
yes ican hear you what are you looking at i'm looking at the bridge our is in an arc on both sides of the 
bridge cars are collapsed on either side i'm looking at a school bus right now in the middle of it all there's a 
lot of smoke coming up from the bridge you have to understand right now i am standing on the portion of the 
bridge that has not collapsed is that a good idea should you be there 
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is that a good idea should you be there do you think i'm okay i'm on the park before the bridge starts and i'm 
looking at about at least 10 cars on one side of the bridge that are basically both ends of this bridge have 
collapsed on both directions there are actually cars on the top of the arch still sitting on top of the bridge and 
then there are cars both at the bottom of either arc we're looking at it right now we have a chopper five over 
the scene just getting there okay and and this looks like a terrible terrible scene continue tell us what you see 
it's really a terrible scene i'm looking at a man right now being pulled off on a stretcher i'm also looking at 
flames i'm sure you guys can see that as well the flames are very close to that school bus there are cars on 
fire right now allison it looks like the bridge has heaved in the middle is that what you told us when you first 
came on that's what it looks as if it has collapsed in the middle but as a result of that it's collapsed in other 


places we're looking at a multiple structure collapse right now oh my word oh we see we see a truck a semi 
truck laying on its side right there toppled over and the the point where the semi is that seems to be where 
the where the bridge separated there's a car just on the edge you can see it what kind of what kind of 
emergency response and there's some cars crumpled together there oh my what kind of emergency 
response are you seeing right now allison we have got state patrol troopers out here we have ambulances 
already coming here taking people away and stretchers as they can they're getting the people off the bridge 
as quickly as possible all right you know ken can you hear us now as you're seeing what we're seeing you're 
overhead looking at this incredible mangled mess is this what what is it from your perspective ken all right it's 
it's hard to i don't know where to start first of all the entire bridge is in the water 35 w bridge is in the water 
with cars some of the cars have made it on the center section if we can show the center section in the river 
some of the cars 
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some of the cars are still upright down on the blacktop on the bridge section in the middle of the river looks 
like there's people standing down there as well on the south side we've got flames with collapsed sections 
going into an embankment looks like cars have looks like cars have gone into a broken section in between 
the bridge and the embankment one one car is engulfed in flames it looks like it actually looks like a tractor 
trailer the north side of the section same thing cars scattered all over the embankment people standing 
around dazed and confused right now and uh this this looks like an aftermath of an earthquake this is the 
what happens to a bridge when it is shook to the ground from an earthquake and we are seeing people ken 
right there we see somebody sitting on the pavement we unfortunately saw someone who didn't look like 
they were in very good condition laying next to a car we see a tanker we don't know what was in that tanker 
there but we see the tanker laying in the water we have steve shaw who is at another a has another angle on 
this uh seemingly disaster right now steve what are you seeing john i'm being ordered off the 10th street 
bridge but i can see plenty there's there's a massive people that are in the middle literally in the middle of the 
mississippi river on what's left of the middle part of this bridge i'd say there's more than 10 cars involved folks 
i'd say there's probably closer to 20 or more because there are cars on the other side the minneapolis side of 
bridge that didn't hit the water but they looked somewhat jostled up also we're getting order off this bridge by 
police i'm gonna have to go right now all right you have to watch out for your safety steve that's for sure we'll 
get back to you and we're trying to tune in a better picture from chopper 5 right now i can tell you that folks so 
bear with us on that but even through the even through the static you can see what's happened here this is 
the 35 w bridge over the mississippi river there has been a massive bridge collapse 
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there has been a massive bridge collapse with by our informal count i want to say at least 20 vehicles 
including tanker vehicles tanker trucks a school bus and a number of cars involved you can see pieces of the 
bridge in the water right now and we again are trying to tune in chopper five to get you a better look at this so 
just bear with us allison triarcy our eyes right now what are you seeing right now well right now more of the 
vehicles are now engulfed in flames to give you an idea of this collapse it's basically like a series of waves if 
you would draw waves that's what this bridge looks like we have flames in the middle of it there are other 
cars absolutely in park engine stops people just sitting there not knowing how to get off this bridge right now 
at the bottom there are cars just collapsed onto each other and people are crawling off of the bridge as they 
can it appears that what we have here are multiple multiple cars from your vantage point can you give us an 
assessment of how much traffic might have been involved in this i can at least see let's see i'm looking at 
more than 10 cars just from where i ami am on the north side of the collapse okay and i can see at least 10 
cars right now and again from chopper 5 we have a very good a very good and horrible picture of it right now 
we have a we we see flames that appear to be coming out possibly from a truck that was caught underneath 
possibly carrying some flammable cargo of course at this point although it actually doesn't look like it's 
flammable cargo looks like it might have been some kind of of grocery goods we've got a school bus how 
much how much flame and combustion and smoke are you witnessing that we're not seeing on the screen 
there there's really right now that is the main fire and that is the only fire that i see so it to me it looks like the 


one large truck or semi next to that what appears to be a school bus is on fire there are no flames on this 
north side the fire department is here they've just arrived we've got more ambulances arriving and now police 
are beginning to rope off the area and firefighters are actually walking 
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and firefighters are actually walking into the clap structure now looking for people and looking to see what 
they can do next there's no one that's even gotten close to attack those flames from my vantage point yeah it 
looks like they're because it we're seeing we're seeing people moving around we're seeing cars in the water 
but we're not exactly seeing what i would expect to see which is flashing lights and emergency crews getting 
able go ahead alison i'd like to be able to hang up the phone at some point and actually take a video with my 
phone and get that to our station if ican okay go ahead and do that we're going to talk to todd kramis right 
now with mndot todd just start with what you know and we'll ask questions thanks john i was chirped at a 
little after hours the w 35w riverbridge collapsed a little after 6pm just north of washington avenue and just 
south of the ramp to 4th street and university avenue we've got mndot first mndot maintenance and state 
patrol enroute closing access to the freeway naturally through the commons at 94 and as far away as and 35 
w up in roseville that's what i know for sure right now just checking cameras from the operation center okay 
todd once again you got the emergency call a little bit after six that this occurred a little bit after six that's 
what we understand it occurred right a little bit after six o'clock do you have an estimate on traffic flow at that 
time well we do know that typically on a normal wednesday the the pm peak if you will is starting to wrap up 
volumes are significantly less at that time than they are you know earlier in the peak say 4 35 o'clock i don't 
know where you are what you're looking at from your vantage point right now but of course from our scene 
on chopper 5 we are seeing a bridge that looks like it has heaved in several places at both ends right and 
that would mean that there are there would be traffic that would be affected both on the bridge and at the 
ends of the bridge is that what you know as well i would imagine so what i'm looking at is one of our traffic 
management cameras in washington and 35 looking north toward the collapsed area and that that that is still 
functioning 


01:42:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-|8Ilc&t=6121s 





and that that that is still functioning you can see that i can see on that camera yes so when i see a smoke 
rising from the uh the collapse area i can see the other side of the river or the north or what east bank of the 
river if you will all right todd if you could stay with us just for a second what we're looking at right now it 
appears to be passersby who are trying to help people out of this collapsed bridge and we're seeing we're 
seeing pastors buying street clothes i'm assuming they're people who just are trying to pitch in who are 
moving people out of this scene on some kind of backboards onto some kind of gurneys we're getting wider 
shots now of this bridge collapse and it is dramatic is an understatement catastrophic is more the word take 
a look at this the one of the main iconic bridges in the twin cities has collapsed cars in the water we saw 
school buses we saw a truck that's on fire another rescue worker just on the right side of your screen with a 
backboard looking to do whatever he can do there's there are now there's now a rescue in the water it 
appears it looks like there's there's a rescue going on in the water as people look on and what's left the 
chunks of the bridge that fallen into the mississippi river now uh ken has a our our chopper pie ken milk here 
has an excellent literal bird's eye view of what is going on here can you add a little bit more to what we're 
seeing ken yes i can i think the initial estimate of 20 cars involved in this is going to be light i think there's 
more than that when we take the total count from the point the bridge collapse on the south side to where 
cars were able to stop in time on the north side the center section of the bridge is down in the water it 
appears as though rescue crews have made it down in that area trying to figure out a way to get the people 
off of it cars are in the water a rescue boat has arrived on the scene right now and the fire that is still burning 
on the south side i don't even think they're going to try to tackle that right now everybody seems to have 
gotten out of the way there was a school bus involved right nearby people have been able to be evacuated 
from that i take that back uh fire engines have now arrived on the 
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fire engines have now arrived on the scene and they're gonna looks like they're getting set up to work on that 
fire that's on the south side back to you can that look like it was the cab of a semi truck that got trapped 
under uh two pieces of the bridge that that collapsed is that what it looks like to you too well if you take a 
close look at it that is the southbound side of the of the highway and what likely happened is the bridge 
collapsed and the truck simply just drove right off that section into the abutment and then uh caught fire 
would you estimate that that was the fate of the other cars that we see in the water that they were simply 
caught at that point of upheaval and ended up in the water yes i think that's this from the picture that i'm 
seeing up above where i can look at the whole thing from end to end at one time it appears that this this 
bridge just simply came down in one shot from north to south all right ken uh folks we're looking at a surreal 
scene right now just to bring you up to date this is the 35w bridge over the mississippi river it has collapsed 
by our crew's estimates 20 plus vehicles might be many more than 20 are involved in this catastrophe the 
fire you see burning is apparently the cab of a semi burning a school bus right next to it we don't know if 
anyone was on that school bus we're seeing cars in the water we're seeing cars underneath the sections of 
the bridge that collapsed we are seeing dramatic rescue efforts by people in street clothes who appear to be 
passersby who are doing what they can we have apparently fire rescue crews in the water trying to get the 
victims who may be in the water again the 35 w bridge over the mississippi river collapsed at the end of rush 
hour just after six o'clock tonight we're looking at the scene between washington and university and we're 
going to go to reporter steve shaw steve john and sandy i'm going to tell you right now i'm going to tell you 
that just maybe as many as 50 cars i'm on the 10th street bridge 
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10th street bridge i'm looking down on this stuff police have let my photograph myself stay on the bridge with 
them and i'm telling you right now there's at least 30 cars maybe as many as 50. and i'm looking at this that 
semi tractor trailer you're talking about and that fire has increased dramatically since i set foot on this bridge 
i'm sure the fire department is addressing that right now the school bus isn't fully intact uh i'm sure they got 
kids off if there were kids on that bus maybe there weren't kids on the bus hopefully not but i'm telling you 
folks there's more than 20 cars here and uh but and i'm telling you the police are shocked as anybody they're 
doing the best they can and keeping people back but it's quite the same see you know steve how many 
rescue vehicles do you think are being are being headed to that area that you can see at this point there's at 
least there's at least 10 10 uh tankers here already and we've got another we got another fire burning on the 
other side of the bridge now steve we can see and now we've got a pickup truck looks like it's on fire and 
john they just put out the fire they're just they're they're right now it's throwing water and whatever they got to 
put on anti-accelerant on that semi-tractor trailer there's so we were just brave firefighter on that bridge right 
now looking into those vehicles and you really get a feel for what these men and women do surreal doesn't 
even begin to disturbing does not begin to describe this scene that we're seeing in downtown minneapolis 
now you can see smoke coming out from the back end of that semi truck allison triarcy one of the first 
reporters for us on the scene allison what can you tell us john right now i'm with cole neymar who's been 
able to use this small mini camera to actually zoom in on that school bus we do see that the back door of that 
school bus is open behind that school bus there are two people standing up very close to those flames 
basically they don't have any place to go the fire is expanding like you mentioned i do see definitely from my 
vantage point now more than 20 cars that are involved in this if you hear the noise behind me that's the fire 
department they are moving into the area trying to 
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they are moving into the area trying to do what they can a lot of people are scattering firefighters are running 
towards that bridge more and more crews continue to show up here you know alison have you seen any 
people that appear to be scurrying and hopefully making it to safety tell me that again cindy i was just i was 
wondering if you had seen any people who were who were trying to run to safety and we hope made it to 
safety it's just too hard to hear you right now we've got the fire trucks moving in and out try it one more time 
well we were just wondering how many people were managing to make it to safety we see the cars we see 
rescue crews we see some individuals looking absolutely stunned as you might guess and we were 


wondering if you had any other information on that on people making it out yes great question cindy i can 
hear you now a lot of the cars that i see are in fact empty so that's the good news here i have i've seen one 
person taken out on the stretcher only other people walking out i do see some people on that bridge right 
now where the flames are we've got a lot of people of course gathering all around there are several hundred 
people that are standing on upon and near this bridge at the very base of it of course where it is safe where 
police are allowing us to stand you have water on that fire at this point but again not a lot of people that i can 
see at all right now all of the cars i can see are empty okay now from chopper5 we see a live picture of of 
crews on the water right now looking for people who might be in the water might be underneath a crumpled 
car to the left of that rescue boat that we saw while allison was reporting to us we Saw a emergency crews 
on the bridge working on an apparent victim we've seen this picture here of two people sitting on the 
pavement there isn't two more sitting perhaps by their car perhaps counting their blessings right now 
hopefully they've been able to get a hold of family at home to tell them that they're okay imagine the number 
of vehicles that crossed over that bridge in the minutes and the seconds leading up to this disaster mark 
albert is on the scene for us now as we continue 


01:50:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-|8IIc&t=6600s 





continue and that's what it looked like at 6 39 yesterday evening hours later still stunning i i i know yeah yeah 
at this point i don't know if it's fatigue or or amazement or a little bit of both in the minutes after that where we 
left the coverage off there rod simons who had been at the target center covering sports stories he does so 
well then got into the middle of the news story talking to men who took kids off that school bus that was stuck 
on the bridge that's where you picked your coverage up rod absolutely right john and cindy and the one thing 
i must tell you tonight is how ironic all this is it's almost two in the morning and this is an absolutely beautiful 
night you've been at the desks helping us out through this coverage all night tonight and we are told from a 
city official that divers in the united states coast guard are still in the water right behind me here so the work 
continues at this hour feverishly to try to find anybody that might be in the water and as you were mentioning 
i was across downtown here in minneapolis at the target center covering what was a pretty general news 
conference kevin garnett had been traded yesterday by the timberwolves they were bringing in the five 
players to replace kevin garnett in the trade with the boston celtics and so they were introducing them to us 
and so we were there early setting up getting ready to go and then we were into the six o'clock newscast and 
then this happened the bridge collapsed i immediately dashed from the target center leaving john gross there 
our videographer he talked to glenn taylor glenn taylor telling us that indeed his granddaughter was on the 
bridge when this happened we learned tonight that she is okay but he was very tearful very upset very 
emotional as you might expect i get down here and one of the guys that runs off of the bridge or at least the 
devastation of the bridge was gary babineau and glenn barbour talked to gary babano what immediately 
caught me was the blood running from his nose 
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running from his nose he had no shirt he was a lot of articles of clothing were off of him i later find out talking 
to his fiancee that he has a daughter coming in two weeks and he had everything in the world to live for and 
then this happens he was just one of the stories from my vantage point which is what's from my vantage 
point on the other side handful of people coming off the bridge bottom line was all happy to be alive very 
thankful to be alive glad they were wearing their seatbelt because they weren't ejected from their cars and 
we're finding tonight that there are a lot of stories like this people just happy to be able to get off of that 
bridge rod thanks rod simon reporting doing more than the duty that a sports man usually has on any given 
night john start tribune put together this graphic to sort of illustrate how the bridge collapsed what it looked 
like how the sections fell it shows how the bridge snapped in two directions the center section landing in the 
river witnesses told us it was the center section that went down first and then the sections to the side leading 
up to the center that then crumpled and collapsed after looks like a piece of perforated paper that you just 
folded in the middle another map here to give you some perspective as to where the bridge is this is one of 
the main routes into downtown minneapolis right by the metro dome tonight's twins game has been 
postponed also the groundbreaking ceremony for the new twin stadium postponed because of the collapse 


as for the detours now we're told the major detour for 35 w traffic will be highway 280 it will be turned into a 
temporary freeway which means the the stop lights will be turned off and drivers will be able to travel without 
stopping as you can see the detour consists of basically a box a roundabout way to get around 35 w 694 
moving east west 94 north south and 280 in saint paul also moving north south again 280 will be turned into 
a temporary freeway tomorrow morning now thousands of people are going to have some difficulty getting 
into work 
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have some difficulty getting into work tomorrow you know that we're going to warn you about that metro 
transit announcing plans to help you get around 25 extra buses will be in service between 6 am and 9 a.m at 
these stations here foley boulevard and [___] rapids maplewood mall north town shopping center 63rd 
avenue and county road 81 in brooklyn center the rosedale shopping center and roseville city hall afternoon 
services will also be beeped off metro transit service well i ran through that locations here pretty fast so if you 
want to go on to our website kstp.com and you will find everything listed there let's go out to allison triarcy on 
the north side of the bridge see what she has for us right now alison john still quiet here tonight only 
minneapolis police officers remain to secure the scene firefighters rescue emergency personnel have all 
gone home until the early morning hours you know i didn't tell you this but the reason i got here all those 
hours ago like so many people i was actually getting on this bridge when suddenly police cars sped past me 
and a cop started yelling at me and i realized he told me the bridge had collapsed and i didn't really 
understand him so i pulled my car over and walked down here and that's when i realized i was looking at 
about six to seven crumpled cars about 30 feet in front of me and it is an amazing story tonight that police tell 
me all of those people were able to make it out alive a woman with a three-month-old baby driving home had 
a pickup truck fall on top of her car and still she walked out without a scrape another family a mother and son 
further along the bridge fell straight down into concrete then cars fell on top of them they said their car was 
destroyed and still they walked away with just minor injuries so in the scores of injured and the lost people 
there are so many amazing stories here tonight that is the very latest from the north end reporting live alison 
trier say 5 eyewitness news and somebody we're glad is very safe and 
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and somebody we're glad is very safe and made it heated the police warning here governor palladi said the 
bridge was inspected by the minnesota department of transportation 2005 and 2006. the governor says there 
were no immediate structural problems noted detail out the associated press is reporting a mndot plan that 
they found put the timeline for replacing this bridge somewhere between the years 2015 and 2023 estimated 
cost of 122 million dollars that money will need to be spent now and it sort of gives us a timeline as to when 
mndot at least thought this bridge might be ready for replacement not for another uh not for another eight 
years eight years eight eight years and beyond glenn barber uh as we'll get one more report here from glen 
barber here on the 10th street bridge glenn cindy and john it certainly was pretty amazing to hear what 
allison and rod were just saying i absolutely agree there have been so many amazing stories that we've 
encountered here tonight just to give you a live perspective of what's going on right now here on the 10th 
street bridge behind me just a couple hundred yards from the collapse bridge this is where emergency crews 
have been staging off in the distance there in the darkness you might be able to see crews standing around 
on the bridge that's where a lot of light lights have been set up and are now shining down on the river below 
and the bridge below a couple of interesting things that we noticed immediately after the bridge collapsed 
earlier this evening we encountered the gentleman that rod was talking about a couple minutes ago gary 
barbour babineau and he was a gentleman who was in his truck when the bridge collapsed beneath him he 
immediately got out fortunately he had his seatbelt on and he was very close to that school bus we've been 
showing you and he immediately ran over to that school bus and along with several other motorists who 
were out there started to get those kids out of that bus and get them uh help them literally hike up that ramp 
onto the side of the river and that's where we encountered 
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where we encountered encountered dozens and dozens of children who were crying borrowing cell phones 
from total strangers so that they could call their parents a lot of emotion raw emotion here in fact when we 
walked up to some of the people who were on the bus they snapped at us as you might imagine they simply 
uh were so scared frightened terrified they didn't know if everybody had made it out of the bus uh that's the 
kind of raw emotion we've just been encountering all over on both sides of the river certainly here as 
emergency crews show up in the last couple of hours couple fine points here we've noticed that officials from 
the train company that was involved showed up here we've seen hazmat crews come up here we've noticed 
that certainly with all those vehicles in the river the the hazardous chemicals are of concern that's something 
i'm sure we'll learn more about in the hours ahead but right now the one thing that we're grateful for is that so 
many people did come out of this alive certainly no consolation to those who lost some loved ones tonight 
but considering the devastation that we've seen here tonight considering the amount of injured people 
walking injured people with holding their wrists clearly broken or sprained wrists blood pouring down their 
face considering those images that we've seen that were very reminiscent of what we saw in new york on 9 
11. it really is a miracle that so many people did make it off that bridge alive john cindy thanks very much 
glenn and i hope you get some rest tonight we will tell you the minnesota department of transportation has 
informed us that highway 280 will be the main route to replace the closed section of i-35w in the wake of the 
bridge collapse in minneapolis highway 280 converted to a temporary freeway no stop lines mostly that 
means no access to and from broadway and county road b will be closed this is a major change and it's 
going to stay in place for a while 
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stay in place for a while seven people confirmed killed crews are now out of the water they are not searching 
now let's go to allison triasse right now with some new information allison john i've just been told by 
minneapolis police that we've got some hazmat crews coming in right now in fact they're just in front of me i 
can see their lights what we have i'm told are two freight cars from the rail there was a train you might 
remember we've reported a lot about this there's a train underneath this bridge collapse and there are two 
freight cars that were crushed by it and now i'm told at least one of those cars is leaking some sort of noxious 
fumes and as a result of that the winds are beginning to pick up and they feel that it could be a dangerous 
situation so they have called for hazmat to come in and take a full inspection and in the meantime we are 
standing by to learn more about exactly what is inside that car i ask those questions they really don't know 
yet they just know that something is in the air it doesn't smell right they are now telling us we may move we 
may have to move further back as a precaution as hazmat comes in here to investigate thanks for that 
update allison train cars collapsed underneath the bridge that collapsed and uh unfortunately the perhaps 
some of the worst circumstances have have resulted from that a few hours ago we wondered aloud on the 
air what were in what was in the train cars we saw the cars dented and crumpled underneath the bridge and 
dented from the force of the collapse and now hazmat is being called in to take a look at what's underneath 
and what is in those cars to see if it poses a danger as the continuing troubles in this area of 35 w in the 
mississippi river they do go on deep deep into the morning here on this thursday at 201 there's so much to 
cover so many angles to cover and so many people to talk to thursday this day will not be a very good day in 
the twin cities we have told a number of stories of survival of heroism but let's face it we have a number of 
families that are affected by this and more will be before the end of the day today the prognosis 
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day today the prognosis from or the the forecast i should say from from safety authorities here from the 
minneapolis fire department from the minneapolis police department and other authorities is that this is not 
only a recovery mission but that they are anticipating more bodies to be found in the mississippi river at this 
point and there will be a large-scale detective effort beginning later on today there's planes on the way from 
washington d.c probably as we're speaking right now with officials from the ntsb the chairman of the ntsb the 
secretary of transportation u.s senators congressman ellison on the way they'll be getting together and trying 
to figure out what went wrong there's a key player in this in washington d.c congressman jim oberstar from 
the 8th district he is the chair of the transportation subcommittee you can be sure we're going to be hearing 


from him and and probably getting resources delivered from a powerful congressman like that in that position 
we are seeing now the associated press were anticipating the next public briefing for reporters and therefore 
for you the viewers 7 30 tomorrow morning that will give them some time about an hour and a half for an 
hour and 15 minutes to let sun come up to find out where they need to be what they need to do and then 
they'll brief brief the press and we of course will be staying after that to let you know the very latest about 
what's happening we do have a couple of reports here some appear to be conflicting whether or not there 
are uh search crews in the water dive crews right now in the water one report that one report that the coast 
guard did in fact still have dive crews uh was in those very dark dark waters right now but but uh possibly 
using sonar equipment another report saying that the that the search has been covered and has been called 
off as of two o'clock in the morning we're gonna have the sun coming up here in a few hours so that 
information that last report was from the hennepin county sheriff rick stanek who said that his his people and 
minneapolis divers were not in the water i find it hard to believe the coast guard divers are in there they may 
be they may be especially trained to work in the dark with the currents the currents must be simply swirling 
underneath all of this rubble with the vehicles down there extremely dangerous situation 
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extremely dangerous situation we want to also keep you informed here about again the visit from federal 
officials that are coming they will be bringing with them resources we basically would assume that is some 
kind of federal aid that will be coming they will also be bringing with them some expertise as to what you're 
going to do now that a major chunk of 35 i-35 that big big highway that connects the north of the united 
states with the far south what's going to happen to that and then finally of course they're going to start the 
forensics they're going to start looking into what in fact caused this we did have a bridge expert on earlier 
today from the university of minnesota professor who said that despite it seems like an overwhelming task to 
look at all of that toothpicks essentially looks like that that steel has been turned into they can identify 
eventually what will cause what has caused this we have detours ahead for you highway 280 as we've told 
you the main route to get around the 35 wms now we're learning that it will take a couple of years and multi- 
million dollars the cost a couple years ago quoted at 120 million dollars to rebuild this bridge there will be no 
bridge over the mississippi river and 35w for a couple of years and uh though that bridge was scheduled to 
get repaired but not until 2015 eight years from now at at the earliest and into the 2020s according to the 
minnesota department of transportation is is the primary body that is responsible for checking out the bridge 
systems here in the state of minnesota it is a it it it is a body of of engineers that generally generally remains 
unchanged from administration to administration these are not political appointees these are engineers this is 
their job it's a fairly it's a very highly recur regarded department in the nation in terms of their knowledge of 
bridge and bridge safety just to allude to the possible debate that will be coming in the months to come and 
that this is certainly no time to get into it in depth infrastructure roads how to pay for them has been such a 
huge debate in the state of minnesota it's been a political issue it's been kicked around for months if not 
years you just wonder if the focus now will be 
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you just wonder if the focus now will be it'll be focused like a laser beam on that issue now well and the other 
issue that of course we have brought up and as we talked with a couple of our representatives both norm 
coleman and amy klobuchar we had them on the phone earlier tonight they are keenly aware of the debate 
over keeping transportation funding at a high level and the rate of deterioration of the infrastructure and you 
can be sure that that also is going to be part of the debate that ensues our coverage continues all night 
tonight vanita soccer and tom houser will be taking over the the chairs right here to take you through the 
early morning hours and into the daylight hours but for right now we want to leave you with some of the 
sights and sounds of the past few hours and we'll be back with you later on today as we continue to follow 
this very important story the twin cities for now good morning everyone good morning obviously this is a 
catastrophe of historic proportions for minnesota our hearts and our prayers go out tonight the bridge 
collapsed to the families and the friends of the victims of one of the most tragic nights in the history of 
minneapolis it looks like that 35w is is gone or something we've accounted for all the construction workers 


except for one the bridge was completely down and we had to you know have have a couple of them jump 
we had multiple patients some critical some non-critical kind of reminds me of a 911 type of feel to it you'll 
see officers checking other bridges that's just as a precaution we don't believe at this time that we have 
anything other than a bridge collapse well our apartment just started shaking we come out and the bridge is 
down i mean what else is there to i can't describe it we don't know what to expect it's just utter devastation 
that bridges and crumbles their cars sitting down on the deck in the river it's i've never seen anything quite 
like it in my life it's not good our hearts and prayers are with you but we also want to make sure that you 
know that we are doing everything we can to make sure that we respond as quickly as we can to the needs 
of this emergency 
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as we can to the needs of this emergency [Music] this is 5 eyewitness news morning welcome back 
everyone i'm benita sachar and we are following more news now on the bridge collapse recovery again john 
and cindy have taken off they were here for a long time a long time eight or nine hours we'll be with you all 
morning as we gather new details uh from what is going on overnight and of course we expect to hear much 
more once we have daylight as you've been hearing all night now we're got crews on the scene and we're 
going to continue to have crews throughout the early morning hours in through the day steve shaw was one 
of the first reporters on the scene and he joins us now from the newsroom with kind of updating us steve on 
where we're at right now vanita there are nine people confirmed dead at least 60 people are injured and 
there are at least 20 missing after tens even dozens of vehicles plunged into the mississippi river just after 
six o'clock last night the 35w bridge collapsed during rush hour in minneapolis at least 50 vehicles probably 
more were on the bridge when it happened rescue workers sprinted to the scene as fast as they could but 
were hindered by gawkers who flooded the area to get a look there were others though who tried to lend a 
hand some people were like you know screaming for help other people were just kind of remain calm and 
then um but everyone but it was nice after about 20 minutes like there was a lot of people helping everybody 
to get them out of there massive 40 year old bridge we're talking about a massive investigation is underway 
the search for the missing will begin in earnest on the river just after 6 a.m 
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in earnest on the river just after 6 a.m steve shaw five eyewitness news steve before you go just real quickly 
give us just some of your thoughts as you were first on the scene and what you saw the first uh my first 
thoughts were is the police that were there were just as freaked out by this whole thing as we were that's my 
honest opinion about the whole thing i also was struck by the fact that there was so much going on that there 
was a guy that came out of nowhere who was directing traffic on university and the 10th street bridge that 
bridge was chaotic we're talking about the 10th street bridge which is right next to the 35 w bridge that went 
down it was just it was surreal even for someone who's been in the business 20 years and i know when you 
were there with kevin bubach the photographer when you guys first got there and you started listening to 
what people were saying he said he was so focused on listening to the people he didn't even notice that just 
over to the side of the bridge over the the 10th street bridge he didn't even see the bridge collapsed next 
door he just heard people talking about it and when he finally did see it he was just stunned himself i imagine 
you had the same reaction i'm right there with him i think kevin was just i was ahead of kevin i saw it before 
kevin i you know he had the camera and the gear i ran up there with my bag and i saw it i didn't i didn't it just 
doesn't register when you first see that but then i mean it was just something else that's all i can really say 
and you were you were told to get off the bridge that you were on initially the police told us to get off we then 
started getting off then the police let us stay and kevin sat there on that bridge on his tripod and was just 
picking off shots right and left and they weren't pretty pictures to get but you got to do that that's what you do 
for a living all right steve thank you for giving us that perspective we're going to be talking with you 
throughout the night we appreciate it let's take a look at some of the pictures sent in by you we get sucha 
perspective by people who are on the scene immediately getting their cell phone pictures and we'll just just 
kind of describe what we're seeing here it still seems tom unreal as you look at each other as steve said it 
doesn't register it doesn't uh connect 
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doesn't uh connect when you look at this and you know you see things like this in movies and you hear that a 
lot it's almost a cliche but it's true you you see hollywood try to manufacture stuff like this this is reality and 
the reality is a number of people have died we don't know what that exact number is unfortunately that toll is 
likely to climb tomorrow but this is nothing short of just a major major disaster and you think of this bridge 
here 100 000 cars use this bridge on a daily basis this is a major bridge that many of us travel on and one 
thing that i think most minnesotans and really people all over the country because this is a national and 
worldwide story really we take for granted when we drive over these bridges that there's not going to you 
don't even think twice about it people are going to think twice about it now because you're hearing all these 
stories about how forty to fifty percent of our bridges uh might be in need of some kind of repair or uh have 
some you know issues and this is an example of what can happen our infrastructure is aging and there are 
going to be problems i talked to len levine who was uh mndot commissioner under governor rudy purple and 
he was very concerned he says more money needs to be put into this that's another big question that we'll 
be following in the days months years to come now many of you may have been following this all evening but 
for those of you just tuning in let's take a look at a map here to give you again a perspective as to where this 
is now you can see how close it is to the metrodome and don't forget this happened at 605 or thereabouts 
the twins had a game tonight against the kansas city royals it was scheduled to start at 7 10. so you had a lot 
of people using that bridge to get to the twins game and you know again we don't know who among the 
victims may have been you know trying to get to the twins game but certainly it was not only rush hour but it 
was also the night of a twins game when that bridge is heavily used and by the way the twins decided to go 
ahead with that game because they didn't want to unload that whole crowd of about 25 000 people back onto 
that situation where rescue crews were trying to search for people so that they decided to go on with the 
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so that they decided to go on with the game they will not be holding their game or their groundbreaking ticket 
yeah the groundbreaking will also be canceled and we got to tell you about this detour now i was on this 
detour tonight on my way into the station and it's interesting and people need to understand this if you take 
94 now over to 280 and then try to take 280 back up to connect with 35 w on the other side of where this 
happened and get on to 36 and whatnot when you're on 280 you will not be allowed to get off of 280 if you 
want to go to energy park drive or como avenue or you know any of those streets they are all blocked off 
they are turning 280 into a freeway they're going to turn all the lights to green and they're going to try to 
make out a freeway as best they can they did not want people driving down those ramps getting stuck at 
stop lights and then backing up onto the highway and causing even more problems so keep that in mind if 
you take that 280 details so that has already started right now yes i encountered they were putting the cones 
out while i tried to exit to get here at the station i ended up having to get rerouted from the station all the way 
to roseville and then double back here so it's it's going to be taking some getting used to and again with 35w 
north of 94 closed metro transit is going to offer additional bus routes they are putting an extra 25 buses into 
service between six and nine o'clock this morning so about four hours from now from the following park and 
ride locations foley boulevard in [ __ ] rapids maplewood mall north town shopping center in blaine 63rd 
avenue county road 81 in brooklyn center rosedale shopping center roseville city hall and the grace lutheran 
church now for more details on all of that you can go to kstp.com and we'll have it all laid out there for you if 
you're trying to figure out how to get where you need to go if you usually travel in this area now again we 
showed you the pictures just a few minutes ago this is what the star tribune has put together and itis ana 
graphic of how this bridge collapsed and you can see that center section came down and you can see it was 
almost a ripple effect as other parts of the bridge came down as 
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other parts of the bridge came down as well but that main center section came down and it it's going to be 
something that engineers we've been trying to we've been looking at the structural engineering reports for 
this bridge and it was reportedly it passed with flying colors a few years ago they did a report the u of m did 


and said that things looked pretty good um and that it was unlikely that there would be any type of collapse in 
fact they said as a result mndot does not need to prematurely replace this bridge because of fatigue cracking 
but when you look at this this is exactly what happened at 605 last night and governor plenty said that it was 
just inspected i believe was 05 or 06 by mndot and again passed that inspection but i did have a 
conversation tonight with el tinklenberg who is a former transportation commissioner under uh governor 
ventura and what we talked about was the fact that these bridge inspections are certainly not perfect i mean 
we're finding that out now there's only so much you can see that they have a pretty good sense when they 
go and look if they don't see any major or structural problems or cracks that the bridges are going to be okay 
but obviously these inspections are not foolproof no obviously when you see that many of you have called or 
emailed us about asking how to donate blood in a situation like this that comes to mind here's some 
information for you if you want to drop this down this will also be on our website the memorial blood center 
says you should call 1-888-give b-l-d between nine this morning and nine tonight so still about seven hours 
away but keep this phone number handy one eight eight give bld you can either make a blood donation or a 
financial donation which of course will will be needed you can also call the red cross at 1 800 give life now 
senators amy klobuchar and norm coleman are flying from washington this morning they are bringing the 
transportation secretary to survey the damage we spoke with senator coleman on the phone a couple hours 
ago very uh tough tough night for other folks in the twin cities yeah when did you hear of this news i was 
actually in a kevin conversation with our ambassador united nations uh zombie 
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our ambassador united nations uh zombie calzod and talking about the middle east when i got the page on 
my blackberry that uh what had happened and literally told ambassador that i'd have to cut the conversation 
short i'd get back to the office uh came back called the governor spoke with him i wanted to make sure he 
knew that whatever the federal resources were needed they'd be available then i got in touch with sexual 
transportation mary peters i'll be arriving with her she's leaving we're leaving 5 30 tomorrow morning senator 
klobuchal be on that flight and congressman ellison and then i talked to mark rosenker he's the chairman of 
the national transportation safety board the ntsb they will he he was actually in florida he got a plan to fly him 
down he probably should be landing in the twin cities soon so first and foremost emergency response but 
then we have to figure out why this happened a full forensic review and then also transportation is working 
on on transportation plan since obviously this is a major thoroughfare and then those issues will have to be 
dealt with so first emergency response but there are other questions that will have to be answered senator in 
the next couple of days when you get here in the couple of days following that what will we see the federal 
government doing for the people here and also in terms of the inspection and investigation well uh two things 
uh one uh whatever is needed in terms of additional resources that will come from the governor the federal 
government stands ready willing and able to step forward they'll be working right away with the state people 
as i said before on the transportation piece that this is a major thoroughfare in the twin cities so they're gonna 
have to deal with that but i think then beyond the emergency response most critical is what secretary peters 
called a full forensic review and it's talking to chairman rosenker you know obviously they're concerned why 
did this happen as i understand it uh the governor told me this bridge had been structurally inspected in 2004 
with that indication of a problem yearly inspections after that more surface reviews we have to figure out why 
this happened obviously and just listening to you know the newscast before the fbi and other federal 
authorities are also involved i've spoken homeland security 
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involved i've spoken homeland security also tonight there's no indication of any terrorist activity but clearly 
that angle also has to be checked out uh senator one one final note here for for years there has been 
growing concern voiced about the safety of the nation's bridge and interstate system are you fearful this is 
one of the one of the bad examples we'll find out clearly we have major issues with infrastructure it's been a 
passion of mine i'm a former mayor both in rural and urban settings and so this has been a a major concern 
of mine let's uh let's get focused on this again prayers to those who have been impacted emergency 
response but then there will be a full federal review as to the cause of this and and let us hope that this is not 


the beginning of you know uh revealing all sorts of structural infirmities let's sort it out first but again uh my 
thoughts and prayers with those who have been personally devastated by this horrific incident and you were 
listening to senator norm coleman there on our 10 o'clock news last night we are following more news and 
will be all night on the bridge collapse recovery yeah we're going to be back in just a moment with details 
about prayer services for the victims of this tragedy we'll be back in a moment 5 eyewitness news bringing 
you the whole story as it happens happy anniversary pawn america come celebrate with a great pawn 
america treasure hunt come to any pawn america and join the hunt for our lowest prices ever uncover 
diamond earrings as low as 14.95 discover super low prices on air conditioners from 15 bucks and bicycles 
from 19 bucks even lower prices on lawn mowers and all kinds of tools hunt for the big red x and you found 
another treasure [Music] you could win a 10 000 shopping spree with the text to win challenge ten thousand 
dollars i could buy a lot of shoes an awful lot of shoes even a diamond 
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an awful lot of shoes even a diamond ring for both hands a new base amp yeah or a jet ski now that would 
really rock correctly answer two trivia questions in a row and you're entered to win a ten thousand dollar 
shopping spree just tech shop 10 to 79608 text to win now after the bridge collapsed many people in the 
area raced to the scene to watch the rescue effort so much curiosity witnesses stood shoulder to shoulder on 
a pedestrian bridge south of the accident many used cameras and cell phones the technology that's 
available to capture this moment in twin cities history for some the accident brought back memories so to 
remind i mean kind of reminds me of a 911 type of feel to it sort of unreal that that you see the cars just 
sitting there like just collapsed dropped it's terrible i don't know how this could happen i've never seen 
anything quite like it in my life i could have been on it my family could have been on it it's scary you don't 
know if your friends who live around here they're over there or it could be anyone you know since this 
accident is national and even international news many on that bridge called loved ones in other states to tell 
them they were ok hennepin county medical center is under a code orange disaster alert many of the 
hospitals in the area have been they're treating several patients overnight here's what dr joseph clinton said 
late last night things are from a medical standpoint at this hospital everything is under control and i believe 
they are throughout the city from a medical standpoint it looks like the the scene at the bridge from the 
information we have is is largely a recovery operation at this time do you know how many other victims i 
don't have an absolute number but they've gone to several of the hospitals 
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they've gone to several of the hospitals in the twin cities area uh no i don't have any additional information on 
that we're still notifying family yes we've had four patients who've had surgery i believe everyone that's here 
is uh stable but there are still critically ill patients here as far as the six who are critically ill their condition 
hasn't been officially age of the changed no i don't have any more information at this time you mentioned the 
walking dead earlier we have not here apparently a number of them went to the university hospital and other 
hospitals in the area uh yes there were a number of children that were taken to north memorial hospital and 
we received one child here i just saw him so i don't know the absolute age i think he was a teenager we're 
still identifying everyone so that's that's one of the logistical problems is making sure we have everyone 
properly identified not really i think that it's a function of how many people are on the bridge at the time so 
and so you still have 22 non-critical and six critical i believe that's the number yes no more patients came in 
after you last talked to us yes yes could you characterize this type of surgery i believe one uh one patient 
had surgery on 
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patient had surgery on on their head craniotomy and three had abdominal surgery there was another chest 
injury that did not require surgery but required some treat local treatment for that injury is consistent with a 
fall i think they from a medical standpoint the rest of the night uh should be quiet i'm sorry are patients able to 
say what happened i haven't gotten any information from patients about the about the situation the types of 


injuries are blunt force injuries so the patients who are critical had truncal injuries abdominal chest injuries 
and head injuries and then we had extremity injuries and and people with various uh various aches and 
pains the injuries we've had the critical injuries where injuries to the trunk had one penetrating injury to the to 
the chest and orthopedic injuries no the hospital responded very very well we had plenty of people medical 
non-medical administrative transportation cafeteria we had a very excellent response public safety did an 
outstanding job police fire paramedics what kind of preparations in terms of getting ready for something like 
this well we do drills a number of drills throughout the year on on various types of 
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on on various types of disasters it has everything from you know what's going on in the hospital standpoint is 
everything played out sort of you know as much as uh as close to how it nothing ever goes exactly according 
to plan but it did play out well yes nothing goes exactly so i think that will be it uh tonight from uh from a 
medical standpoint could you give us the time tomorrow morning are you gonna be able to give us enough 
well it won't be me giving the update i think you'll be getting you'll be getting updates from i would expect uh 
public safety and from the site uh i think there are still a number of uh uh people who have uh have not been 
recovered so that i think that this will be i'm not sure how it's going to play out but it'll probably be like any 
terrible disaster such as this huh and you were looking at some unedited tape from a news briefing earlier 
this evening at hennepin county medical center talking about the injuries they were treating there and the 
one drowning victim that they dealt with there of course there are a number of other casualties also that have 
been reported since then well a man named jacob reynolds brought us some amazing pictures he was on 
the scene just seconds after the bridge collapsed these are pictures he took with his digital camera they 
captured the chaos and the raw emotion at the very beginning of this disaster cars were exploding there was 
you know popping big you know explosions and i just didn't know what was going to happen to those guys 
reynolds took dozens of pictures and we 
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reynolds took dozens of pictures and we have posted them at kstp.com if you want to take a look soon after 
the bridge collapse crews moved back in to help with the massive emergency response the crews worked 
with law enforcement to seal off the end of the bridge those barricades will likely remain in place for quite 
some time we also saw rescue boats and emergency crews heading to the scene from all angles from the 
ground from the water everywhere and as the crews worked hundreds of witnesses stood on overpasses 
and nearby roads watching as the disaster and the response unfolded we were sitting in our unit just hanging 
out in the office and it sounded like a jet was going to hit our building or something and then we looked 
around and we came out my niece and nephew were like oh my god look at all the smoke i don't think it can 
happen here you know none of us did the archdiocese of saint paul and minneapolis have scheduled prayer 
services today at noon minneapolis service will be at saint olaf catholic church in saint paul go to the 
cathedral of saint paul and i know throughout the evening there were many clergy on hand at the scene just 
to deal with the grieving people who had come from the scene and family members who were arriving at the 
scene but again if you are interested in going to a prayer service here are two that are happening i think i 
heard there was many as 25 or 30 pastors and priests and different faiths on hand at that red cross 
emergency shelter there to lend a hand they didn't really know what to say to a lot of these people because 
frankly they don't yeah they don't some of these people who are unaccounted for they don't know where they 
are we are here gathering more news for you all night long yeah we're going to be right back with some 
details on some cancellations due to this disaster we'll be back with that and much more coming up in just a 
moment when you see news happen call the five eyewitness news tip line so what's the plan my favorite sale 
of the year at america's best glasses yeah two pairs of designer glasses on sale for 69.95 including a free 
eye exam wow designer ralph lauren kenneth cole and more on sale sounds 
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kenneth cole and more on sale sounds good and looks even better america's best contacts in eyeglass is 
designer sale call hundred two pair or visit twopair.com hurry sail in soon meet some minnesota kids with 
extraordinary talents watch on the road with jason davis sunday at 10 35. 189 countries have agreed to the 
millennium goals that we have to feel it from our hearts that this um this is my problem and as we feel that 
personally that becomes national policy it becomes our hemispheric policy we can eradicate most of these 
problems in the next 20 years our governments reflect us and who we are if we don't care our governments 
are not going to care and a lot more action i'm rod simons watch the vikings take on the rams friday august 
10th only on five eyewitness news our live coverage begins at 6 30. it's always better when you're with it the 
action speaks louder than words obviously lightning is a major concern for golf resort of course and one of 
the things that dave does is pinpoint when dangerous weather is in the area and that's very important for us 
the university of minnesota will be open today for classes and other business in a letter to staff students and 
the community university president robert bruning said quote the collapse of the interstate 35w bridge over 
the mississippi river was shocking saddening and a sobering reminder of human mortality we all feel the pain 
and suffer this loss that hit so close to home after assessing the impact of the bridge collapse on the twin 
cities campus operations as well as the accessibility of campus by transit alternative routes they made the 
decision that it would be in the best interest of the university to remain open 
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to remain open the bridge collapsed just before the timberwolves were set to introduce the new players 
acquired in the kevin garnett trade remember that big story from yesterday well team owner glenn taylor's 
granddaughter was on the bridge when it happened now we do know now that she is okay and she is in her 
20s here's what glenn said to us yesterday well first of all my granddaughter was is part of it so i would be 
emotional no matter what but this is a family thing so there's just more important things in life than the 
basketball team and i just thought this is appropriate time let's pray and and care about the families that are 
have family members or the friends that are involved in this tragedy and that that's uh what i'm going to 
concentrate on and we can always get together and talk about our fun things in life as sports and we'll do 
that at a later date life is uh filled with unexpected events and and we adjust to them and and but in in this 
sense the community has to come together and take care of those that are involved in this tragic event 
anyway you can see the emotion in his eyes and in his words can you imagine for other family members who 
know that their family member takes that route home when i first heard about this i kind of choked up a few 
times just thinking about you know the the people who you know i probably don't know any of them but 
people on their way to a twins game you've been how many times we've been in that situation you're going to 
a twins game just driving along and this happens you can't see it coming but glenn taylor talked about uh 
perspective and this certainly puts things in perspective that kevin garnett trade seems about as insignificant 
as anything you can think of and you know they canceled their press conference there tonight at target 
center and you know he said people should focus on what really is important and uh clearly a narrow escape 
for one of his family members so we're glad glad that she is okay yeah well now in light of the bridge collapse 
the minnesota twins have postponed this afternoon's game against kansas 
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this afternoon's game against kansas city that was supposed to start at a believe 12-10 the team was also 
scheduled to break ground on the new twins ballpark that has been such a big deal that was going to happen 
in downtown minneapolis later today those events have been canceled for today again keeping everything in 
perspective they will be rescheduled at a later date along with today's game now shortly after the bridge 
collapsed hundreds of people raced to the scene to watch the rescue effort joe mason was there and he has 
their story we heard it over and over it looked like something right out of the movies an incredible scene up 
close but as we found out still shocking more than a mile away it's that view high above people came here to 
this pedestrian bridge south of the accident to look to see what exactly happened it left some speechless it 
brought others memories so to remind i mean kind of reminds me of a 911 type of feel to it sort of unreal that 
that you see the cars just sitting there like just collapsed dropped it's terrible i don't know how this could have 
happened i've never seen anything quite like it in my life many brought cameras here we saw many people 


with cameras with cell phones trying to capture a moment in twin cities history it's just utter devastation most 
of the people on this bridge live in this neighborhood they came down here because they used that bridge 
every day to get to and from work i could have been on it my family could have been on it it's scary you don't 
know if your friends who live around here they're over there or it could be anyone you know i take that away 
sometimes this time i happened to go through the city there was nothing people up here could do they 
couldn't help only watch but some did the only thing they could think of as we left the bridge more people 
were walking on many using cell phones to call loved ones to let them know they were okay joe mason 5 
eyewitness 
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they were okay joe mason 5 eyewitness news and again a short time after that emergency officials were 
urging people not to use cell phones because they were interfering with the important emergency 
communications that needed to go on so it was a very hectic scene as you saw from joe's report well former 
minnesota transportation commissioner len levine joined us here on the new set last night before midnight 
let's take a look at what he had to tell us about this tragedy now we're joined here in our studio by former 
transportation commissioner len levine commissioner levine you were commissioner in the perfect 
administration and in fact actually all the way up until 1990 1991 when governor carlson became a 
commissioner and you were the commissioner when there was a similar well there was a bridge collapse not 
a similar bruce was but a bridge collapse it brought back uh vivid memories uh to me i coincidentally i just 
came back from washington dc and i was in the office of congressman overstar and went to the airport and 
when i landed my wife called me and asked me if i had heard what had happened so it brought back 
memories of what happened that friday night when the lake street bridge collapsed and when i arrived at the 
scene i was there before right away i don't live far from there and we there was a lot of miscommunication 
there was a disconnect uh there were we thought there were 21 people killed and so i i know what they're 
going through and it's uh uh and i know what they're gonna be going through right it appears that we we 
have a of course we do have improved communications to technology alone john we're gonna have a news 
conference at eight in about six minutes so we're gonna warn you right now commissioner we're going to be 
bouncing around a little bit city hall the mayor will be there the governor will be there we had pulled from the 
university of minnesota website this report and i don't know how specifically you can talk about this but walk 
us through this language it's from 2001 the research helped determine that the fatigue cracking of the deck 
truss is not likely which means that the bridge should not have any problems with fatigue cracking in the 
foreseeable future well john i'm 
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in the foreseeable future well john i'm not a structural engineer and i think you need to talk to a structural 
engineer to to to answer that specifically but i can tell you that in minnesota we have close to twenty 
thousand bridges statewide at any one time uh the statistics will show that there's between forty and fifty 
percent of those bridges are rated deficient now the deficiency can be structural deficiency it could be rusting 
there could be a number of different things and so it doesn't mean that half of the bridges are ready to 
collapse across the country there's close to six hundred thousand bridges uh that same percentage applies 
across the country i think what will happen here in minnesota now is what happened when the lake street 
bridge collapsed it'll be a re a reassessment of the inspection procedures and all across you know it's not 
only the state federal system that we're talking about but it'll force in further inspections and increased 
inspections at the city level and county level and and this is not the time for anyone to criticize anybody and 
as far as the and i just want to say this too about a week ago i was in the bridge office uh here at um mndot 
the br the chief bridge inspector and engineer dan dorgan is really one of the finest most experienced bridge 
people in the country and he has spanned many administrations he's not political no he's not a political and 
uh and i think you really want to talk to him i'm confident that at mndot in the bridge office there's a high 
degree of competency as good as any place in the country and it's what's complicated here now is that 
there's debris there's there's people there's cars there they'll have to block off the bridge they have to block 
off the river they have to salvage what they can we had rain also in those years and that complicates it it's a 


very complicated and very trying uh situation the minnesota department of transportation the primary body 
that inspects overseas and that will be involved in any kind of uh you know reconstruction of what's going on 
well 


02:42:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-|8IIc&t=9721s 





reconstruction of what's going on well as you know there's a close working relationship between the federal 
highway administration and there's a local office here and the minnesota d.o.t so they're closely together and 
and i know the people at hennepin county and ramsey county there's they're really competent bridge people 
there so you know this will renew the discussion on funding how much you can patch how much you need to 
reconstruct uh all of those issues will now come up again as they do whenever there's an incident like this 
and we're being told that the work done being done on this bridge today patching filling cracks routine work 
summertime work no significant structure that goes on all the time well i remember when i was commissioner 
the wabasha street bridge in st paul was over 100 years old that had a kind of a pin uh it was a news to me 
how that was constructed and they said that time if you get too much traffic on the bridge at any one time 
vibration can cause a problem or if somebody hits a peer it can knock it over so it's frightening you know to 
people and you have to rely on people who are trained in the structural uh engineering field so that's why i 
say uh i think the public can know that that mndot and to answer your question specifically we're in good 
hands with mndot what they find here is another issue but i'm sure you're not going to find uh incompetence 
on the part of the bridge people i mean i Know who they are and i am they're very very qualified but what 
happens now in the in this whole process i guess a 40-year-old bridge is that is that a baby by bridge 
standards well bridges can go a long time depending on what kind of maintenance it's had what kind of uh 
repairs you know the there's uh traffic's increasing as you know four to ten percent a year uh the roads are 
getting clogged there's heavier trucks today uh it's uh there's vibration uh that causes these problems 
bridges bridges get an overlay it's like putting sometimes a band-aid on a cancer you can only you can only 
repair them so long until you have to replace them so i don't know the specifics of this bridge and as i said 
when i got off the plane i was shocked i looked at the tv and and uh i know you know i know 


02:44:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-|8IIc&t=9842s 





tv and and uh i know you know i know just from actually what i've heard now that breaks your heart that's 
horrible let's get let's get again another report then if you don't mind staying here commissioner levine let's 
take a look here uh go out to bob mcdaniel who is in chopper five bob yeah we just wanted to give you a 
perspective of how broad-based this problem is going to be obviously we've got the human tragedy on the 
ground but this is going to be quite disruptive we are over rosedale right now and what you're looking at is 
where mndot has closed the 35 w 36 interchange as far east as rosedale so 35 all the way to downtown from 
here is closed as you can see there is traffic coming back uh from the north but it is only coming about a mile 
or so so basically the the north and the east side of 35 is shut down as you can see and traffic is being 
routed to the north so again we're over in rosedale if you're in the east metro this is as close as you're going 
to get to downtown minneapolis uh along this particular interstate john bob thanks again we said it a little 
while ago and it's apparent and obvious this bridge is in the middle of everything it is in the middle of it all in 
the twin cities and that is a real example of how this is the domino effect of what's happened here uh joining 
us right now is former transportation commissioner len levine uh and and you mentioned traffic management 
is going to be an issue now because of exactly what has happened where it's happened well in my uh in my 
years being out of government i've been involved in a lot of traffic issues and uh and in recent discussions 
over in san francisco with security people there they were telling us about some of the concerns they had if 
the bay bridge went down or or if uh you know other what what happens to traffic well here in the twin cities 
every bridge is vital obviously and what will happen now is that traffic congestion will be a huge problem 
because on the interstate system we're pretty we're pretty good mndot has loop detectors implanted in the 
ground there's sensors there's cameras there's ways to detect what kind of traffic is moving and how fast 
where it's going and so on but there's no way to determine because 
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but there's no way to determine because they're just there aren't loop detectors there aren't sensors on 
secondary roads and on arterial roads so when people who normally use this road need to get from point a 
to point b and there's no bridge they'll have to figure out in mndot and the city minneapolis and others will 
have to figure out how they can get from here to there and that's going to be a problem and when you're 
reporting the traffic conditions in the morning on channel five people are going to tune on and they're going to 
want to know what is it like where i'm going how do i get to university avenue or how do i get to and it's going 
to be a huge problem because there isn't a system in place here now to be able to determine that but i would 
encourage people to go to our website at some point before your morning commute and find out what the 
alternatives are you can pretty much imagine what the alternatives are but it's a lot easier to look at it ona 
screen and map it out and figure out how long it might take you to get to where you need to go and for us to 
detail the roads which we'll do but then again look at it in front of you and really map it out because this 
bridge collapse is going to send ripples through the twin cities for months and months and months if not 
years it's very true john mason your words are very very true throughout the night you're going to be hearing 
some of the highlights some of the the main points that were made last night up until about two o'clock this 
morning also we're going to be updating you on any new information any little bit of information anything we 
can get from the scene right now we are the only twin cities television station on the air and we will be on the 
air throughout the morning giving you the latest and there is some discrepancy about the number of dead uh 
us and the associated press are reporting seven the star tribune is reporting nine dead at this point 
everybody seems to agree there are 60 injured and 20 people still unaccounted for missing so we'll we'll be 
keeping track of those numbers if they change overnight as well in the meantime as we've told you this is a 
national story in fact nightline led their broadcast with the bridge collapse tonight we're going to show you 
some of that when we come back after a break watch your favorite abc shows online for 
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watch your favorite abc shows online for free thousands call the hotline when they want the best searching 
for a great real estate agent or home builder buying or selling call now save big with home remodeling and 
home improvement services for your indoor outdoor projects see how much you'll save on your insurance 
call for a free quote heating cooling and plumbing needs sales and service pricing you won't believe great job 
opportunities apartments to rent chiropractic services salons and spas and much more go to mnhotline.com 
or call 783 all zeros attention furniture shoppers american furniture is liquidating brand new furniture from 
national manufacturers at prices 20 to 70 percent below retail get your choice of a four-piece bedroom set or 
a five-piece dining room set for just 188 dollars queen mattress sets from 168 dollars plus a large selection of 
seven-piece living room groups for 7.99 6.99 and even 5.99 you never have to wait for a sale get the best 
values in the twin cities at american furniture diamonds the jewelry exchange imports diamonds direct from 
site holders we have thousands most gia and egl certified laser inscribed and guaranteed the lowest price 
half carat fancies are 3.99 one carat solitaires are 599 990 and 15.90 2 carat solitaires 1990 and certified isi 
quality 2900. we also have super large rounds and fancies d flawless and gia triple excellent makes plus we 
set while you watch by factory direct the jewelry exchange in eagan nothing is more exciting than winning a 
freestyle cruise on norwegian cruise line correctly answer two trivia questions in a row and you're entered to 
win a caribbean cruise you can dine or just unwind all while visiting exotic destinations with ncl you're frida 
whatever we're giving one away every month so you better text you could be next to win a freestyle cruise on 
the text to win challenge just text win 10 to 79608 text to win now 
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as i mentioned a moment ago nightline devoted the beginning of its program to the bridge collapse here in 
the city of minneapolis our chris o'connell one of our reporters helped with their coverage here's a taste of 
what they did tonight tonight on nightline deadly collapse a massive bridge span on a major highway falls into 
the mississippi rush hour catastrophe cars and trucks tumble into the water dozens more remain trapped on 
the bridge how did it happen we're live from minnesota with the latest from the global resources of abc news 
with terry moran in washington martin beshear and cynthia mcfadden in new york city this is nightline august 
1st 2007. good evening this is the scene of the tragedy outside minneapolis tonight an eight lane highway 


that carries over a hundred thousand cars a day collapsed into the mississippi river at the height of russia at 
this point we know that at least seven people are dead and that figure may yet increase at the moment 
according to the coast guard dozens of cars and trucks remain in the water completely submerged we're 
joined now by chris o'connell of our abc affiliate kstp who's on the scene chris good evening and thank you 
for joining us martin this scene is almost unimaginable a one-third mile stretch of i-35w one of the busiest 
highways in the twin cities here collapses as you said at the height of rush hour collapsing into the 
mississippi river carrying with it scores of cars buses vans trucks all just going in plunging into the mississippi 
river seven people are dead at last count 60 others are injured and now the search 
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60 others are injured and now the search continues at this hour for any other victims who may be caught in 
the rubble let's take you in on what is happening right now at this moment you see this is i-35-w this bridge 
crosses the mississippi river at about 605 at the height of rush hour it collapses into the mississippi river you 
see that sign where it says university avenue right past that there is no more roadway this bridge was built in 
1967 it is a fairly old bridge there was construction going on at this bridge at the time of this crash but it was 
only a surface type of minor repairs going on at this time there is no evidence it was a terrorist attack but 
perhaps some engineering failure on this bridge but right now rescue crews are still searching for victims on 
the banks of the mississippi river we're seeing medevac helicopters flaring about which means there could 
be still victims being taken to nearby hospitals but is a major catastrophe here in the twin cities chris do you 
have any clear idea yet as to the number of vehicles in totality that are either trapped on the bridge or indeed 
still in the water martin it is really hard to tell because this was bumper to bumper traffic going over this 
bridge a lot of people were going home from work some people were coming into town for a minnesota twins 
baseball game but right now no word yet on how many cars may have taken that plunge at least 50 cars we 
understand there are still many many still submerged and with that rubble you saw the video of that rubble 
they're still feared that still people may be trapped inside that rubble but as darkness falls here in the twin 
cities that recovery and rescue effort is being dampened at this point chris o'connell thank you there are 
many questions tonight and so few answers but bit by bit a picture of just what happened this 
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picture of just what happened this evening is starting to emerge here's nightline's chris bury at the height of 
the evening rush hour shortly after six o'clock a center section of the busy eight lane bridge i-35 west in 
downtown minneapolis just gave way it had been under construction the first pictures gave a sense of the 
tragic scope the first reporters on the scene conveyed the [ ___] i'm seeing it with my own eyes and i gotta tell 
you it's the most awful thing i've ever seen emergency officials said as many as 50 cars and trucks had 
plunged into the mississippi river survivors and witnesses some clearly shaken gave vivid and terrifying 
accounts of what they'd seen there's cars in the water there's a semi on fire there's a school bus on the 
bridge i don't know if it was filled with that it's a mess my truck was completely face down it was pointing 
towards the ground falling towards the ground and my truck that ripped in half when i when i i got out of my 
truck it was it was uh it was folded in half and uh i i can't believe i'm i'm alive we're bumper to bumper traffic 
um probably going 10 miles an hour the bridge started uh shaking and the whole bridge from shore from one 
end of the bridge to the other just completely collapsed i i thought i was dead i literally thought i was dead i 
looked forward and the bridge ahead of me was undulating i thought this could collapse too i could go down i 
kept going and i made it within the hour boats and divers were in the water at first attempting rescues and 
then their efforts focused on recovering the bodies it is a recovery effort in the river not a rescue effort but a 
recovery effort a school bus leaned perilously close to the very edge it had been carrying young children but 
somehow luckily the bus had stopped just short of the point where the highway so abruptly ended me and 
about two or three other other uh men were actually taking the 
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other uh men were actually taking the kids off of the bridge and you know actually lifting them down because 
you know the bridge was completely down and we we had to you know have have a couple of them jump 
you know because the kids were wet screaming they were screaming crying at first i didn't know what was 
happening dust just started coming up everywhere and then i realized that we're going the bridge is go is 
going down and uh it just fell all the way down on the smoldering bridge a tractor-trailer and other vehicles 
burned some were barely hanging on underneath the mangled metal and concrete cars were crushed like tin 
cans types of injuries are typical blunt type of injuries from motor vehicle trauma or fall which means we 
injuries to the head and face and extremities the problem with these types of injuries is you don't know the 
extent of the internal injuries and that's what we're uh determining right now with actually more on the death 
the cause of death we believe the cause of death was a drowning drowning drowning and there may be 
more at the scene i don't have information on the scene hospital officials quickly activated their disaster plan 
setting up triage for the many critically injured hundreds of paramedics from around the twin cities we have a 
hundred paramedics here our nurses have all been alerted 100 of them the emergency department nurses 
from the critical care units our whole medical staff was notified the bridge downtown near the university of 
minnesota was 500 feet long constructed 40 years ago the most heavily traveled bridge in the state this is a 
complete disaster everybody was completely shaken up cars were everywhere front end smashed in cars in 
the water the entire center section of the of the bridge is just laying right across the mississippi some of the 
traffic was headed to the metro dome 
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traffic was headed to the metro dome where the minnesota twins were set to host the kansas city royals after 
a moment of silence the game went on tonight rescue workers toiled under difficult conditions as daylight 
faded and thunderstorms threatened state officials confirmed the bridge had been inspected three years ago 
and given a clean bill of health no sign of terrorism said the head of homeland security the national 
transportation safety board promised a full investigation to find out what exactly went so horribly wrong this is 
chris bury for nightline in washington thank you in minnesota we'll be right back interesting to see how 
nightline covered it from the national perspective i did an interview with australian tv yeah on the phone and 
all the way in australia their morning show they wanted to know the latest on what was right it is remarkable 
this is certainly has worldwide interest and i know we've all gotten emails and many people in the twin cities 
have gotten emails from friends all over the country in the world wondering are you okay right absolutely we'll 
be right back there are three good reasons why you should get off the couch and call the cordon blue college 
of culinary arts minneapolis st paul one they'll send you free information about the world famous le cordon 
bleu culinary program two they can help prepare you for an exciting career as a chef pastry chef caterer or 
more three it can open the door for the kind of future you've always wanted call now for a free brochure for a 
free brochure call lake hordon blue college of culinary arts minneapolis st paul at 866 675 chef call now i love 
being a chef and i'm glad that last commercial has you thinking about becoming a chef too if you love to cook 
and want to learn more about this exciting career just call the number on your screen and we'll send you a 
free brochure it'll give you the scoop on where you can work and what it's like being a chef pastry chef 
restaurant manager and more this could be your chance to have a career you'll love isn't that worth a phone 
call to find 
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isn't that worth a phone call to find out more for a free brochure call the cordon bleu college of culinary arts 
minneapolis st paul at 866 675 chef call now taking good care of my baby is the most important thing in my 
life and i don't have a baby i'm not even pregnant bye you see some birth defects occur in the first few weeks 
of pregnancy before you may even know you're pregnant folic acid may prevent some birth defects if you're 
even thinking of having a child someday eat foods rich in folic acid like leafy greens lentils fortified cereals 
and enriched white bread it's an easy way to get folic acid for you and your baby learn more at 
grainpower.org and march of times dot com [Music] this is 5 eyewitness news morning we're following more 
news on the bridge collapse recovery i'm vanita soccer and i'm tom houser we'll be bringing you coverage 
throughout the morning non-stop telling you what's going on with this incredible disaster in downtown 


minneapolis and we're going to right now go to steve shaw in the newsroom with the very latest on what 
happened overnight steve you were one of the very first reporters on the scene and you now have the latest 
information that's right tom nine people are confirmed dead at least 60 people are injured and there are at 
least 20 missing after dozens of vehicles plunged into the mississippi river just after six wednesday night the 
35w bridge collapsed during rush hour in minneapolis at least 50 vehicles were on the bridge when it 
happened rescue workers sprinted to the scene as fast as they could but were hindered by gawkers who 
flooded to the area to get a look but there were others who tried to lend a hand some people were like you 
know screaming for help other people were just trying to remain calm and then but everyone but it was nice 
after about 20 minutes like there was a lot of people helping everybody to get them out of there it's a 40 year 
old bridge we're talking about a massive investigation is underway the search for the missing will begin in 
earnest at the river at 6 a.m steve shaw 5 eyewitness news 
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all right thanks steve and again search for teams from across the metro area as he mentioned are involved 
and they will be even more involved at first daylight in just a few hours and of course we'll be here to bring 
you live coverage of all that now here's another map to give you perspective as to exactly where this bridge 
is many of you have probably driven over this and you know anita we were talking earlier you drive over this 
thing all the time half the time you don't even realize you're driving over the mississippi river it's just one of 
those highways you just don't even give it a second thought that you're that you're driving over the river 
necessarily but you can see how close it is to the metrodome it is one of the main routes to the metrodome 
for people coming from the the north and the east heading west toward the metrodome and again this 
happened at 605 at a time when the twins were playing just a little over an hour after that so because of this 
the there is going to be a major detour traffic will have to use interstate 94 if you're heading north on 35w this 
is always a major bottleneck but the other detour is going to be highway 280 but now you got to be aware if 
you take 280 all of the exit routes along 280 are going to be closed they're trying to turn 280 going 
northbound into a freeway kind of a replacement for 35 and this may be the case for years to come keep that 
in mind so it's going to be very interesting but if you're in that area uh tomorrow you need to take uh 280 as 
an alternate route keep in mind it is going to be quite crowded tomorrow you know tom we were looking up 
some facts too 100 000 cars use that bridge every day every day they're on that bridge so imagine in the in 
the couple of years to come they think it'll take that long to repair that bridge where are all these people going 
to be yeah and and they're all going to have to still get to their places of work uh you know with the places 
where they're running errands and those types of things so 280 there's gonna be a lot of changes and i'm 
sure it's gonna take a mndot a while to figure all this out they've only had you know what is it uh nine hours 
since this happened uh to try 
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nine hours since this happened uh to try to figure this out but i'll tell you they are they were on the spot 
tonight when i was driving in here to the station a few hours ago they already had the crews out blocking off 
all the exits along 280 so it'll be very interesting to see how this all works out now with 35w north of 94 closed 
metro transit will offer additional bus routes to try to ease the load there will be an extra 25 buses in service 
between six and nine o'clock this morning from the following park and ride locations so if you've got to get 
into rush hour tomorrow you might want to keep track of this foley boulevard in[ __ ] rapids maplewood mall 
north town shopping center in blaine 63rd avenue county road 81 in brooklyn center rosedale shopping 
center roseville city hall and the grace lutheran church now for more details on all this you can go to 
kstp.com and we'll have it all mapped out for you right there and our investigating bee will be in in about an 
hour and a half and he's going to help guide you through this morning rush that's coming up because a lot of 
you i'm sure going to be heading out early because of this now what you're looking at right now the star 
tribune put this together it's a graphic showing the bridge collapse and you can see that that center section 
there you can see is the main area of the collapse and there are partial almost like accordion type things 
where the bridge collapsed afterwards as well and partly cars stuck in the middle and in corners and crevices 
the concern right now is how many people are below that bridge collapse how many cars how many people 


and we do know that 20 people are missing right now as steve schuster cars we just can't see right there are 
cars on the top that we see we don't know how many cars there might be in the river or underneath that 
bridge decking that are just not visible to us right now and it's it's very alarming to think of we know that there 
the star tribune is reporting nine people are dead we are reporting seven and we're reporting 60 injured but 
we still don't know how many more are in that river because of the way it collapsed at least 20 people 
missing that we know of now many of you have called us or emailed us asking how to donate blood at a time 
like this many of you just want 
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a time like this many of you just want to do something feel like you're being helpful well the memorial blood 
center says you should call 1-888-give bld between nine this morning and nine tonight you can either make a 
blood donation or a financial one because they're going to need this money you can also call the red cross at 
1 800 give life i'm sure they will gladly accept donations as well and senators amy klobuchar and norm 
coleman and also congressman keith ellison will all be flying from washington this morning in fact their plane 
leaves in about two to two and a half hours they're going to be bringing along the u.s transportation secretary 
to survey the damage and we spoke with senator coleman on the phone a few hours ago very tough tough 
night for other folks in the twin cities yeah when did you hear of this news i was actually in a kevin 
conversation with our ambassador united nations uh zombie calzod and talking about the middle east when i 
got the page on my blackberry that uh what had happened and literally told ambassador that i'd have to cut 
the conversation short i'd get back to the office came back called the governor spoke with him i wanted to 
make sure he knew that whatever the federal resources were needed they'd be available then i got in touch 
with sexual transportation mary peters i'll be arriving with her she's leaving we're leaving 5 30 tomorrow 
morning senator klobuchal be on that flight and congressman ellison and then i talked to mark rosenker he's 
the chairman of the national transportation safety board the ntsb they will he he was actually in florida he got 
a plan to fly him down he probably should be landing in the twin cities soon so first and foremost emergency 
response but then we have to figure out why this happened a full forensic review and then also transportation 
is working on on transportation plans since obviously this is a major thoroughfare and then those issues will 
have to be dealt with so first emergency response but there are other questions that will have to be 
answered senator in the next couple of days when you get here in the couple of days following that what will 
we see the federal government doing for the people here and also in terms of the inspection and 
investigation well uh two things one uh 
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uh two things one uh whatever is needed in terms of additional resources that will come from the governor 
the federal government stands ready willing and able to step forward they'll be working right away with the 
state people they said before on the transportation piece that this is a major thoroughfare in the twin cities 
they're gonna have to deal with that but i think then beyond the emergency response most critical is what 
secretary peters you know called a full forensic review and then talking to chairman rosenker you know 
obviously they're concerned why did this happen as i understand it the governor told me this bridge had been 
structurally inspected in 2004 with that indication of a problem yearly inspections after that more surface 
reviews we have to figure out why this happened obviously and just listening to you know the newscast 
before the fbi and other federal authorities are also involved i've spoken homeland security also tonight 
there's no indication of any terrorist activity but clearly that angle also has to be checked out uh senator one 
one final note here for for years there has been growing concern voiced about the safety of the nation's 
bridge and interstate system are you fearful this is one of the one of the bad examples we'll find out clearly 
we have major issues with infrastructure it's been a passion of mine i'm a former mayor uh both in rural and 
urban settings and so this has been a a major concern of mine let's uh let's get focused on this again prayers 
to those who have been impacted emergency response but then there will be a full federal review as to the 
cause of this and then let us hope that this is not the beginning of you know uh revealing all sorts of 
structural infirmities let's sort it out first but again my thoughts and prayers with those who have been you 


know personally devastated by this horrific incident those are the words of senator norm coleman and he and 
senator amy klobuchar as he mentioned are on their way this morning and will be here we're going to get the 
next major briefing coming up at 7 30 this morning uh kind of an 
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at 7 30 this morning uh kind of an update on what's going on and of course at the light of day crews will be 
out again searching and i believe sunrise is around 5 56 5 57 or so but it starts getting light a little bit before 
that i'm not certain how quickly they'll be in the water and trying to get under that bridge they're still going to 
make sure that bridge is not going to collapse further before they can do a lot of searching down there and a 
lot of people who are concerned about other bridges how do we know that this won't happen in other bridges 
and you know the question is are they going to be inspecting other bridges that type of thing we're no longer 
going to take for granted just driving across a bridge yeah even it might sound uh you know kind of nutty but 
after you see this you know who knows absolutely well we're following more news we are the only twin cities 
television station right now on the air live we feel this story is important enough we will continue to follow it for 
you and we'll be right back with details about prayer services that have already been scheduled for the 
victims of this bridge disaster we'll be back in just i have plenty of friends that have dropped out of high 
school i was expelled from school i have the 80d thing to where i can't really pay attention that well might as 
well just drop out school was very difficult so i bounced from like foster home to foster home i thought i was 
never going to see my family or friends again people get killed in broad daylight i was hanging out with some 
people now i realize i shouldn't have they join gangs start doing drugs try to sell drugs it distracts you from 
everything around you you're always having to watch your back you can't really be yourself [Music] happy 
anniversary pawn america come celebrate with a great pawn america treasure hunt come to any pawn 
america and join the hunt for our lowest prices ever uncover diamond earrings as low as 14.95 discover 
super low prices on air conditioners from 15 bucks and bicycles from 19 bucks even lower prices on lawn 
mowers and all kinds of tools hunt for the big red x and you found another treasure [Music] before the 
season even starts uh we're mindful of that severe weather and know that some games throughout the 
season 
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that some games throughout the season are going to be cancelled just part of baseball when you're playing 
in minnesota john mason 5 eyewitness news [Music] after the bridge collapse many people in the area raced 
to the scene to watch that rescue effort they were just amazed by what they were seeing on television 
witnesses stood shoulder to shoulder on a pedestrian bridge after the accident many used cameras and cell 
phones to capture this moment in twin cities history for some the accident brought back memories so to 
remind i mean kind of reminds me of a 911 type of feel to it it's sort of unreal that that you see the cars just 
sitting there like just collapsed dropped it's terrible i don't know how this could have happened i've never 
seen anything quite like it in my life i could have been on it my family could have been on it it's scary you 
don't know if your friends who live around here they're over there or it could be anyone you know and it could 
be since this accident is national and international news many on that bridge called loved ones in other 
states to tell them they were ok hennepin county medical center is under a code orange disaster alert many 
hospitals in the area were as soon as this happened now hcmc is treating several patients overnight here's 
what dr joseph clinton said late last night things are from a medical standpoint at this hospital everything is 
under control and i believe they are throughout the city from a medical standpoint it looks like the the scene 
at the bridge from the information we have is is largely a recovery operation at this time do you know how 
many other i don't have an absolute at any given time about 40 to 50 of those could be found to be deficient 
well and of course uh you know like you say i think the issue there is what exactly uh is deficient all right 
nancy well thank you very much we'll talk with you again at four 


03:14:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=11640s 





we'll talk with you again at four o'clock and i will come back here at 3 30 to do just a little bit more of a 
summary again but uh i am told that right now a channel five is the only local television station that is live on 
the air covering this uh bridge collapse venita soccer is on along with tom hauser the morning crew they got 
in about three hours early and uh they will be taking you through the night as we will right here at the talk 
station am 1500 kstp throughout the city from medical standpoint it looks like the the scene at the bridge from 
the information we have is is largely a recovery operation at this time i don't have an absolute number but 
they've gone to several of the hospitals in the twin cities area yes we've had four patients who've had surgery 
every i believe everyone that's here is uh stable but there are still critically ill patients here as far as the six 
who are critically ill their condition hasn't been officially changed yet more information about the fatalities no i 
don't have any more information at this time you mentioned the walking apparently a number of them went to 
the university hospital and other hospitals in the area i'm sorry uh yes there were a number of children that 
were taken to north memorial hospital and we received one uh child here i just saw him so i don't know the 
absolute age i think he was a teenager 
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we're still identifying everyone so that's that's one of the logistical problems is making sure we have 
everyone properly identified not really i think that uh it's a function of how many people are on the bridge at 
the time so you still have 22 non-critical and six critical i believe that's the number yes no more patience yes 
yes did you characterize this type of surgery i believe one uh one patient had surgery on on their head 
craniotomy and three had abdominal surgery there was another chest injury that did not require surgery that 
required some trait local treatment for that injury is consistent with a fall or fall crush you tell going to be us i 
think they from a medical standpoint the rest of the night should be quiet patients sharing their stories when 
they're talking to staff i'm sorry are patients able to say what happened i haven't gotten any information from 
patients about the about the situation uh the types of injuries are blunt force injuries so the patients who are 
critical had fungal injuries abdominal chest injuries and head injuries and then we had extremity injuries and 
and people with various uh various aches and pains we had one penetrating injury in the chest 
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the uh the injuries we've had the critical injuries were injuries to the trunk had one penetrating injury to the to 
the chest and orthopedic injuries [Music] oh the hospital responded very very well we had plenty of people 
medical non-medical administrative transportation cafeteria we had a very excellent response public safety 
did an outstanding job police fire paramedics well we do drills a number of drills throughout the year on 
various types of disasters it has everything from just you know what's gone out of the hospital standpoint 
because everything's laid out sort of you know as much as uh as opposed to how it's uh i trained in the 
problem nothing ever goes exactly according to plan but it did play out well yes nothing goes exactly so i 
think that will be it tonight from uh from a medical standpoint can you give us the time tomorrow morning are 
you gonna be able to give us an update well it won't be me giving the update i think you'll be getting you'll be 
getting updates from i would expect public safety and from the site i think there are still a number of uh 
people who have not been recovered so that i think that this will be i'm not sure how it's going to play out but 
it'll probably be like any terrible disaster such as this huh 
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any terrible disaster such as this huh i believe it was drowning i believe thank you and you were listening to 
dr joseph clinton from hennepin county medical center that was from a few hours ago a news briefing about 
the number of wounded that they dealt with there and also the one drowning victim that they also uh dealt 
with at hennepin county medical center and you heard him say no one knows how this is going to play out 
and we certainly don't but we do know what has happened so far and a man named jacob reynolds brought 
us some amazing pictures he was on the scene just seconds after the bridge collapsed and these are 
pictures he took with his digital camera they capture some of the chaos and the raw emotion at the very 
beginning of this disaster cars were exploding there was you know popping big you know explosions and um 


i just didn't know what was going to happen to those guys reynolds took dozens of pictures and we've posted 
them at kstp.com if you want to log on and check that out as soon as this happened many members of the 
clergy arrived at the scene offering some sort of comfort to family members to people who had just been on 
the bridge well today we've learned the archdiocese of saint paul and minneapolis have scheduled prayer 
services today at noon if you want to find a place just to gather with other people to pray the minneapolis 
service will be at st olaf catholic church in saint paul go to the cathedral of saint paul again both are at noon 
today the red cross has set up a command post at the holiday inn near the metrodome you can call the 
hotline to check on family members who may have been victims the number is 612-871-7676 and 
immediately after this happened cell phone service was so bad us internet had opened up free wi-fi and that 
is still free right now they said it was gonna last for 12 hours so another three hours free wi-fi just so people 
could contact each other and communicate in some way since so many people were wondering if their family 
member was helping yeah and we had an email from one of our viewers just in the past hour or so may i 
actually might have just been in the last 10 minutes i forget 
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been in the last 10 minutes i forget we've been looking at a lot of the emails he said that it wasn't uh until 
about nine o'clock tonight so three hours after this happened that he found out i think he said his brother was 
okay she said he had trouble getting through because uh so many of the cell phone lines uh were were 
jammed and they couldn't get through that's why they didn't want people making non-emergency calls to stay 
off their phones he was watching our coverage looking to see if his brother's car might be in there and you 
know and he's not alone there had to be hundreds if not thousands of people watching television tonight 
wondering if they were going to see a car that they recognized there on the bridge especially if they know a 
loved one travels that route quite a bit we are here we are the only twin cities television station right now live 
on the air gathering more news for you on this bridge collapse and we'll be back in just a few moments with 
some more details on what is happening at the university of minnesota of course this happened right near 
the u of m we'll tell you what the plans are for the u of m in the coming days [Music] now pitching dave black 
dave is about to catch his opponent off guard not with his nasty fastball no instead of a fastball dave will be 
hurling a tomato and the pitch [Music] using tomatoes as baseballs won't go over well with anyone but if 
you're looking to hit the ball further and throw better eating a healthy diet that includes fruits and vegetables 
is a home run packed with nutrients they could help keep your body healthy and strong giving you the energy 
you need to hit that grand slam when you look at it this way eating tomatoes is playing hardball against the 
competition run throw think eat better can your food do that find out at smallstep.gov that's smallstep.gov a 
public service announcement brought to you by the us department of health and human services in the ad 
council am1500 uk soda will be open today for classes in a letter to staff students and the community 
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and the community university president robert brunick said quote the collapse of the interstate 35w bridge 
over the mississippi river was shocking saddening and a sobering reminder of human mortality we all feel the 
pain and suffer this loss that hit so close to home after assessing the impact of the bridge collapse on our 
twin cities campus operations as well as the accessibility of campus by transit and alternative routes we 
made the decision that it would be in the best interests of the university to remain open the bridge collapsed 
just before the timberwolves were set to introduce new players acquired in the kevin garnett trade remember 
that was the huge story yesterday seemed so little now team owner glenn taylor's granddaughter was on that 
bridge when it happened we do know now that she's okay she's a little bit older she's in her 20s here's what 
glenn said to us yesterday well first of all my granddaughter was is part of it so uh i would be emotional no 
matter what but this is a family thing so um there's just more important things in life than the basketball team 
and uh i just thought this is appropriate time let's uh pray and and care about the families that are uh have 
um family members or their friends that are involved in this tragedy and that that's what i'm gonna 
concentrate on and we can always get together and talk about our fun things in life as sports and we'll do 
that at a later date life is uh filled with unexpected events and uh and we adjust to them and and but in in this 
sense the community has to come together and take care of those that are uh involved in this tragic event 


you know in in hearing that you think about that kevin garnett trade that was the huge story yesterday and 
you know earlier this week as it was being announced and now it just seems so long ago and so insignificant 
in light of everything that's happened yeah and glenn taylor uh clearly feels that way his granddaughter 
narrowly escaping the the fate of so many who have been 
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the the fate of so many who have been killed in this accident or seriously or critically wounded so and again 
we don't even know how high this injury injury toll and the death toll is going to climb but certainly everything 
has been put in perspective and the minnesota twins understand that as well in the light of this bridge 
collapse so close to the metrodome the minnesota twins have postponed this afternoon's game versus 
kansas city the game was scheduled for 12 10 today it will not happen the game where the team was also 
scheduled to break ground on the new twins ballpark that was supposed to be the big deal in downtown 
minneapolis later today and they were expecting 10 to 20 000 people perhaps to show up for that those 
events have been canceled for today and will be rescheduled at a later date along with today's game they 
ended up going on with the game yesterday after a moment of silence because of the fact that they didn't 
want the 25 000 fans getting back out into that area as rescuers were trying to find victims senator amy 
klobuchar spoke with john mason and cindy brocado late last night tell me what your take is uh from 
washington dc please well senator coleman and and i and i believe congressman ellison are going to be 
coming out very early in the morning with secretary of transportation peters and to survey the damage and 
see everything that we can do to help i just i spoke with secretary peters and she of course has offered all 
the resources that they have i've talked to patty murray who is the head of the transportation appropriations 
committee in the house same pledge in the senate the same pledge from the senate and then finally i just 
got off the phone with the investigator for the transportation board and they are the safety board and they are 
going to be heading out in fact they're on their way uh this is the same a group that investigated the uh tragic 
accident in boston with the big dig and uh so they are familiar with this and they're gonna have a team on the 
ground in the morning obviously all of this is important but the most important thing is to help the people the 
survivors and make 
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help the people the survivors and make sure they're getting all the care they need and that the area has 
been combed and i know that our officers and the cities and the counties are doing that on the ground we 
have always had such an impressive rescue group but the next step is going to be to investigate what went 
wrong and that's what the national transportation safety board will do and then from there uh we will begin to 
fix uh this this this horrible situation you know a senator the the the condition of the nation's roads and 
bridges has been a topic of some serious consent discussion and it seems like quite a bit of concern recently 
i'm thinking in the last five years or so i know you've not been all that long in washington dc but have you 
been have you encountered uh concerns about this well as you know i've only been here a few months but 
we have been concerned about transportation funding over the years and uh but again we really don't know 
the cause of this this is only a mile from my own home i travel on that bridge uh every uh every day when i'm 
home and it's just uh it's just unbelievable to me right right well uh senator thank you we'll probably be 
touching base with you tomorrow you said you and senator coleman are arriving here tomorrow morning we 
are getting uh first thing in the morning and we will be there uh we want to be there with all of the officers and 
the firefighters and the hospital personnel that have been i'm sure we'll be up all night uh we're continuing to 
ask people not to use whenever possible six one two six five one area codes it's very hard for people to uh 
get through and to allow the emergency workers to do their work that is the first priority tonight and being the 
former county attorney i know the work and planning that's gone in for these kinds of disasters we've had 
practices before when i was county attorney we never thought a disaster like this would actually happen and 
former transportation commissioner len levine also joined 
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len levine also joined cindy and john on the set several hours ago he again is a former transportation 
commissioner let's take a look now at what he had to tell us now we're joined here in our studio by former 
transportation commissioner len levine commissioner levine you were commissioner in the perfect 
administration and in fact actually all the way up until 1990 uh 1991 when governor carlson became a 
commissioner and you were the commissioner when there was a similar well there was a bridge collapse not 
a similar brushless but a bridge collapsed it brought back vivid memories uh to me i coincidentally i just came 
back from washington dc and i was in the office of congressman overstar and went to the airport and when i 
landed my wife called me and asked me if i had heard what had happened so it brought back memories of 
what happened that friday night when the lake street bridge collapsed and when i arrived at the scene i was 
there before right away i don't live far from there and we there was a lot of miscommunication there was a 
disconnect uh there were uh we thought there were 21 people recently sustained storm damage and so i i 
know what they're uh going through and it's uh uh and i know what they're going to be going through it 
appears that we we have a of course we do have improved communication the technology alone john we're 
gonna have a news conference at eight in about six minutes so we're gonna warn you right now 
commissioner we're gonna be bouncing around here a little bit to city hall the mayor will be there the 
governor will be there we had pulled from the university of minnesota website this report and i don't know 
how specifically you can talk about this but walk us through this language from 2001 the research helped 
determine that the fatigue cracking of the deck truss is not likely which means that the bridge should not 
have any problems with fatigue cracking in the foreseeable future well john i'm not a structural engineer and i 
think you need to talk to a structural engineer to to to answer that specifically but i can tell you that in 
minnesota we have close to twenty thousand bridges statewide at any one time uh the statistics will show 
that there's between forty and fifty percent of those bridges are rated 
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bridges are rated efficient now the deficiency can be structural deficiency it could be um rusting it could be a 
number of different things and so it doesn't mean that half of the bridges are ready to collapse across the 
country there's close to 600 000 bridges that same percentage applies across the country i think what will 
happen here in minnesota now is what happened when the lake street bridge collapsed it'll be are uh a 
reassessment of the inspection procedures and all across you know it's not only the state federal system that 
we're talking about but it'll force uh in further inspections and increased inspections at the city level and 
county level and uh and this is not the time for anyone to criticize anybody and as far as the and i just want to 
say this too about a week ago i was in the bridge office uh here at um at midnight uh the chief bridge 
inspector and uh engineer dan dorgan is really one of the finest most experienced bridge people in the 
country and he has spanned many administrations he's not no he's not political and uh and i think you really 
want to talk to him i'm confident that at mndot in the bridge office there's a high degree of competency as 
good as any place in the country and what's complicated here now is that there's debris there's there's 
people there's cars there they'll have to block off the bridge they have to block off the river they have to 
salvage what they can we had rain also in those years and that complicates it it's a very complicated and 
very trying uh situation the minnesota department of transportation the primary body that inspects overseas 
and that will be involved in any kind of uh you know reconstruction of what's going on well as you know 
there's a close working relationship between the federal highway administration and there's a local office 
here and the minnesota d.o.t so they're closing together and and i know the people at hennepin county and 
ramsey county there's they're really competent bridge people there so you know this will renew the 
discussion on 


03:34:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=12840s 





discussion on funding how much you can patch how much you need to reconstruct uh all of those issues will 
now come up again uh as they do whenever there's an incident uh like this and we're being told that the work 
done being done on this bridge today patching filling cracks routine work summertime work no significant 
structure that goes on all the time well i remember when i was commissioner the wabasha street bridge in st 
paul was over 100 years old that had a kind of a pin uh it was a news to me how that was constructed and 


they said that time if you get too much traffic on the bridge at any one time vibration can cause a problem or 
if somebody hits a pier it can knock it over so it's frightening you know to people and you have to rely on 
people who are trained in the structural engineering field so that's why i say i think the public can know that 
that mndot and to answer your question specifically we're in good hands with mndot what they find here is 
another issue but i'm sure you're not going to find uh incompetence on the part of the bridge people i mean i 
know who they are and i'm they're very very qualified but what happens now in the in this whole process i 
guess 40-year-old bridge is that is that a baby by bridge standards well bridges can go a long time 
depending on what kind of maintenance it's had what kind of uh repairs you know the there's uh in traffic's 
increasing as you know four to ten percent a year the roads are getting clogged there's heavier trucks today 
it's uh there's vibration uh that causes these problems bridges bridges get an overlay it's like putting 
sometimes a band-aid on a cancer you can only you can only repair them so long until you have to replace 
them so i don't know the specifics of this bridge and as i said when i got off the plane i was shocked i looked 
at the tv and and uh i know you know i know just from actually what i've heard now that breaks your heart 
that's horrible let's go let's get again another report then if you don't mind staying here commissioner levine 
let's take a look here uh go out to bob mcdaniel who is in chopper 5. bob yeah we just want to give you a 
perspective of how broad-based this problem is going to be 
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problem is going to be obviously we've got the human tragedy on the ground but this is going to be quite 
disruptive am 1500 kstp if you've recently sustained storm damage or have been thinking about replacing 
your old worn out roof then you'll want to hear what john haley president of john haley number one roofer has 
to say john what makes your company different from all the other roofing companies i pay attention to the 
details on the roof the details are what really matters on the roof you've got to do the detail areas properly 
that's where your house is going to leak anybody can put the shingles on your roof and make them look good 
your underlayment to your watertight system of your roof you need to have your underlayments installed 
properly if your underlayments are not turned up your sidewalls your walls are gonna leak that's what i pay 
attention to i've got a reputation for being the pickiest roofer in town that was john haley president of john 
haley number one roofer if you think it's time to have your roof looked at call john haley number one roofer at 
952-925-6156 that's john haley number one roofer at 952-925-6156 who should you call when it's time to get 
a new rope john haley number one roofer [Music] stop in the menards where you'll get big close-out savings 
on patio furniture lawn decor and more enjoy the last bit of summer and get a head start on next year steel 
and wrought iron patio sets are 20 off aluminum sets are 25 percent off choose from a variety of styles all 
wood and wicker patio sets are 30 off now at menards all long decor arbors and shepherd hooks also 30 off 
this is a great opportunity to save big money on great items but hurry in these deals are only good while 
supplies last plus there's zero interest till 2009 on qualifying purchases with your menards big card and while 
you're shopping register to win a 2008 
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win a 2008 dodge avenger [Music] the talk station am 1500 kstp all right i'm dave thompson and we're here 
with you all night uh we're not uh going to any syndicated programming you're going off the air i'll be here 
until five o'clock at which time uh willie clark and j cole will be in to take over and of course we've been 
keeping you up to date with live continuing coverage from five eyewitness news the morning crew now in 
vanita soccer and tom hauser we are inching steadily closer to the morning rush hour which we'll be into in a 
couple of hours and uh once again just the reminder for those of you who have not heard or thought about 
this it is essential that you do not pass through downtown minneapolis under any circumstance other than i 
suppose a a dire emergency and if you do need to get into the city you're uh coming from the north you're 
not going to be able to use 35w uh highway 280 is being converted into a temporary freeway meaning that 
the cross streets are not going to be able to access 280 the lights will be green running north and south on 
280 and it will function as a temporary freeway also and i won't give the exhaustive list right now but there 
are a number of park and rides on bus routes coming in from the north metro that will have increased uh 
buses to help with the congestion that we anticipate here in the city tomorrow between six and nine am 25 


extra buses will be running uh we'll we'll uh restate all of those uh all of those parking rides as we do a little 
update here with nancy fox and myself at four o'clock suffice it to say that if you want to find out the specifics 
you can go to metro transit or you can call metro transit between 6 30 in the morning and 9 00 pm at 
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so 612-373-3333 anticipate it won't be too long too we'll have a traffic update for him just keep in mind be 
thinking about how you can move east and west across the metro area without going through minneapolis 
using 494 62 crosstown um 694 uh 36 for part of that commute whatever the case may be obviously going 
north and south you're going to have to take 35 e through st paul if you're going from the south end of the 
metro to the north or vice versa or on the west side you can take 100 north and south or 169 494 over there 
but you're you're going to have to avoid downtown minneapolis folks there really is not a lot of new 
information coming out right now obviously the recovery effort has been put on hold uh as they can't do their 
job in the dark and uh they will resume that in the morning the last i heard there will be some sort of an 
organizational meeting and then get going about 6 a.m as there's enough sunlight at that point to start doing 
some things we have reports from various sources of seven people confirmed dead as a result of this bridge 
collapse the star tribune is actually reporting nine dead also uh most of the reports are indicating about 60 
people injured and still 20 missing the ground breaking for the minnesota twins stadium that was scheduled 
for later today has been postponed we do not yet have information as to when that will be rescheduled also 
the minnesota twins against the kansas city royals a game that was supposed to take place today at the 
metro dome starting at 12 10 has also been postponed and presumably will be made up during a uh another 
trip that the the kansas city royals are making here to uh to the twin cities later in the year if you'd like to help 
out by giving money or giving blood to the memorial blood center they would be happy to uh 
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blood center they would be happy to uh to get your help uh in fact they are encouraging that at this point you 
can make an appointment by calling sometime between 9 a.m and 9 00 pm 1 888 give bld that's 1 888 give 
bld university of minnesota tomorrow operating at full strength classes and administration and all that stuff 
going on as usual and finally i suspect the numbers of people that this would apply to are getting fewer and 
fewer but for anyone out there who may have a loved one that is as of yet unaccounted for and you may 
have some concern as to where the whereabouts of that person the red cross is there to try to help you you 
can reach them at 612-871-7676 will not get a person to speak with but you can leave a message and they 
will attempt to get back to you as quickly as possible the governor of course making a statement and we've 
got the the politicians coming in senators norm coleman and amy klobuchar will be coming in along with 
representative keith ellison and also the transportation commissioner they're expected to arrive in the twin 
cities uh early tomorrow in fact i believe uh if i recall correctly senator coleman said they were getting a uh a 
five o'clock flight out of washington which would be for our time so uh if that's all going as scheduled they 
should be just about to uh take off from washington and head our direction uh and to reiterate we will keep 
live coverage here i'll be around now until five o'clock nancy fox will be in with me here at four to give a little 
bit more of an extensive update and then willie and jay will be starting their show a half hour early at five 
o'clock uh so this is your go-to station we'll be here to talk to you about what's going on with all of these 
things right now not much changing in the news 
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right now not much changing in the news but we do anticipate that to uh to change as we get into the 
daylight hours and the rescuers and the recoverers if that is a word can uh we'll we'll be able to get get 
restarted all right as i said tom houser and venita soccer are live in the studio for channel five and we are 
going to return to that coverage right here at the talk station am 1500 kstp that's what we want to share with 
you a lot of you have been sending emails since this happened and this one kind of struck me here i'm going 
to read it off the computer screen here in our desk this person had written saying facebook is inundated right 
now with 30 different groups in support and praying for this recent tragedy from all over the country some of 


which have over 100 people and it's steadily rising and of course this is a way for people to communicate 
and let people know that yes i'm okay and of course this is a very popular thing with college students right 
now facebook and we're amazed at how many of you are emailing us even now overnight it's amazing how 
many people are up uh still watching this coverage people fascinated by one of the more interesting emails 
we we've gotten was from someone who said i believe his wife worked at a local hospital and he was talking 
about a local pizza company delivered free pizzas to the hospital for the emergency workers just you know 
out of the goodness of their heart uh you know they came and did that and you know we're getting emails 
vanita from a lot of viewers who uh not everybody was in front of their sets from six until midnight a lot of 
people were just getting home after midnight and a lot of this coverage they're seeing for the first time that's 
why we are replaying a lot of it for you even if some of you who've been with us for uh the last nine hours or 
so have seen a lot of this there's a lot of viewers out there who haven't seen uh much of this video so that's 
why we're repeating a lot of it and in seeing this video even if you've seen it a lot of times it still takes a while 
for even for even to digest it as because you almost need to look at it over and over again to even realize 
that this is truly happening and it's also important to note that we realize many of you are directly impacted 
by this we had an email from a man just an hour or two ago saying that he was frantically watching 
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saying that he was frantically watching our coverage to see if he saw his brother's vehicle anywhere in the 
wreckage and then he finally was able to get through on a cell phone even though a lot of the signals were 
jammed at about nine o'clock tonight before he finally heard his brother's voice and found out he was okay 
so we're glad to hear that and we want to let you know too that we will be on the air throughout the morning 
and we have been since it happened as we mentioned we are the only tv station on because we feel this 
story is way too important and too many people want to know the latest about what's going on so we want to 
be there to give you that information our sports director rod simons was one of the first news reporters on the 
scene of the bridge collapse yesterday he spoke with some of the first witnesses good morning we were 
actually on the other side of town away from the bridge at the target center the timberwolves were having a 
news conference introducing the players who were going to replace kevin garnett in the timberwolves lineup 
when we heard about the bridge collapse we immediately made our way down west river road now what was 
interesting is when we got close to the bridge you could see the people running away from the bridge that's 
when we heard a lot of stories about what had happened we all saw this bus in the bridge collapse and as 
frightening as it appeared to us words can't even begin to describe the terror this young passenger was 
feeling and then just as we passed it we just like the bridge just went down like it just went down it collapsed 
we were all just screaming everybody was like scared and shot jay-z wasn't alone also caught in the collapse 
this family visiting from houston here to shop and get an introduction to the university of minnesota we all felt 
like we were going to die my daughter was hysterical she's about to start college we had just shopped at mall 
of america and i heard this loud bang so i slammed on the brakes and then i saw a couple cars in front of me 
but then i saw like something disappear in front of me and then my car pointed straight down all i remember 
feeling is just feeling this boom boom and then we just kept and my husband was saying are y'all all right are 
you all right i think it fell four times i just feel 
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i think it fell four times i just feel blessed that we weren't you know injured at all and this might seem obvious 
but you could just imagine how some of those survivors are feeling all the people that i spoke to said one 
thing glad they were wearing their seatbelt because they weren't thrown out of their car and they were able to 
get to safety by the i-35w bridge of minneapolis rod simons five eyewitness news late last night top 
minneapolis officials along with governor pawlenty updated recovery efforts at the scene in a live news 
conference we want to take you back let's listen in it's a very dynamic situation and we'll be confirming more 
details as the night goes on the incident is now in control under the control of the minneapolis fire department 
bronco forte our emergency preparedness commander is in charge of that using uh resources significant 
resources from the county the state and federal officials we have significant resources on site at this point we 
have searched approximately 50 cars we have confirmed six dead and uh we are continuing the search we 


uh have concern that this will be a very tragic night when it is over and so we will be continuing our work we 
will be returning in uh approximately an hour or two with more information on that but there are several 
pieces of information we'd like your help in getting out as quickly as possible first and foremost uh because 
there's great concern we want to make sure that those who urgently need to use their cell phones can so we 
ask everyone to please make as little use of your cell phone as possible with respect for those who obviously 
need it quite desperately this evening we also want to send a message to anyone who is in the metrodome 
at the twins game tonight that they are obviously safe but we are sending them all down two streets fourth 
and sixth street uh in the city the light rail will also be operating and so we want to make sure that as that 
crowd comes out tonight that they move toward the downtown area not toward the incident we greatly 
appreciate the support of the 
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we greatly appreciate the support of the citizens and staying away from the site because obviously we need 
to have our resources at full maximum at that point so what i wanted to do now is turn it over to chief dolan to 
talk a bit more about the incident to governor pawlenty and then we'll turn to ted kenobi the red cross chief 
just at this point all survivors that were on the bridge were off the bridge uh we're also as far as constructions 
workers are concerned we've accounted for all the construction workers except for one we have assistance 
from red cross and numerous other agencies state patrol st paul others we have water rescue and recovery 
going on right now we have the resources that we need at this time i would also say that we we are clearing 
out personnel from that area perimeter security is our main concern right now and we are clearing out those 
areas you'll see officers checking other bridges that's just as a precaution we don't believe at this time that 
we have anything other than a bridge collapse [Music] i just want to add that right now that we did have a 
school bus full of youth those youth have been released to their parents and we'll have information here 
about a site for family members that are concerned and where they can go and we'll give that information a 
little bit later that's it obviously this is a catastrophe of historic proportions for minnesota and right now we are 
focused on making sure we do anything and everything to respond to the needs of those individuals who 
may have been harmed in this incident and so the mayor described the commanding con control structure 
where the indianapolis fire department has the lead in that regard but they are being assisted by law 
enforcement and emergency responders from across the metro area 
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from across the metro area including federal officials state officials county officials that includes law 
enforcement includes firefighting includes paramedics or emss technicians it includes the sheriff's office it 
includes the dnr and various water resources you saw a national guard blackhawk helicopter on the nearby 
bridge in case there were medevac needs or other needs that they could help with so there is a substantial 
and massive response i was on site earlier this evening and had a chance to visit and see the site it is 
obviously a catastrophe and first and foremost we want to say to the families who are being impacted by this 
that our hearts and prayers are with you but we also want to make sure that you know that we are doing 
everything we can to make sure that we respond as quickly as we can to the needs of this emergency and a 
couple of other just quick items and we'll turn it over to the red cross first of all i was on the phone with the 
secretary peters from the federal transportation authority she's going to be here early tomorrow morning she 
has pledged all of the federal government's resources and help but we've received gestures from speaker 
pelosi and the congressional delegation that they stand by and are willing to help in any way possible as to 
the bridge itself it was built in 1967 it's a somewhat unique structure in the way that it was designed uh it was 
last in was inspected both in 2005 and 2006. there were no structural deficiencies identified in the bridge 
according to mndot there were some cosmetic or minor repair items that needed some attention but no 
structural defects or deficits identified in the bridge they notified us from an engineering standpoint the deck 
may have to be rehabilitated or replaced in 2020 or beyond but no immediate or noted structural problems 
with the bridge i should also note however that there was construction taking place on the bridge relating to 
concrete repair and rehabilitation and replacement guard rail replacement lighting 


03:54:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=14040s 





guard rail replacement lighting replacement and work on the joints that was being done started recently it 
was scheduled to be completed in september of 2007. we also of course will be once this initial response is 
conducted we will also be working to deal with traffic issues and rebuilding issues and we'll address that in 
more detail but obviously there's going to need to be a very dramatic rerouting of traffic and transit patterns 
and we're already working on those plans through the med council and others to try to plan for those 
scenarios but right now we're focused on the rescue and recovery efforts i think right now we're going to hear 
from the red cross about a request that they have thank you governor it's been a very difficult night as you 
can imagine the twin cities red cross became the staging area for law enforcement officials city officials in the 
parking lot right now it was transformed into a parking lot of 80 cars into a parking lot with five command 
vehicles and two masts for communications boats and police officers on horseback all kinds of scenarios like 
that our hearts go out to all of the victims everybody who was involved in this the red cross was also the site 
that the 60s students 60 kids were taken from the school bus that you saw those 60 kids a few of them had 
some injuries two may have been more severe than the other ones but totally we believe up to 10 kids were 
transported to area hospitals out of the 60. that was a look back at a news conference from last night after 
the collapse of the bridge i just want to update you if you're just getting in just watching um our coverage 
here maybe you just got in from work work a different shift we are reporting that seven people were killed in 
that bridge collapse so is the associated press the star tribune is reporting nine people have been killed we 
are in agreement that 20 are missing 
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we are in agreement that 20 are missing right now at least at this point 20 are unaccounted for and 60 
people are injured in the bridge collapse again we are the only twin cities television station on right now we 
feel this story is of historic proportions we want to be here to cover every angle of it and bring you any new 
information as soon as it becomes available we have a newsroom full of people right now tracking down the 
latest information we will be right back 
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kstp saint paul minneapolis it's four o'clock you are listening to the talk station am 1500 kstp i am joined now 
not only by nancy fox but also by our traffic reporter kenny olsen who has the latest information for us kenny 
welcome and thank you for coming back in and getting in early and working through the night uh why don't 
you let the folks in on what uh what's going on out there because for those who have the early shift we're 
probably already starting to see some traffic out there yeah who could sleep on a night like this anyway i've 
been up all night i can't get you know that's no shot at sleeping i'm looking at a memo here looks like it's from 
mndot and i think you guys have already seen it it's worth talking about a little bit again highway 280 is the 
new main route it's the primary route forget about south north and south 35 w uh as you've heard if you've 
been listening to am1500 overnight no traffic signals now on highway 280 all the cross streets are closed it is 
now a freeway and it will be uh all green lights all the way down to i-94 that's going to be your main route 
that's also going to be the route that's gridlocked and that's the route you might want to avoid if you're going 
to roll in the way you normally do that's the route you're going to have to avoid southbound 35w will be 
allowed to advance only to stinson but they only want local traffic on stinson and trust me you don't want to 
take this exit to get into downtown minneapolis stinson is not a good option there access to northbound 35w 
will be allowed from stinson boulevard and from no points south of there so if you want to get on northbound 
35w you can do it at stinson or the main route highway 280. uh there i have one question about this memoir i 
already see i'm gonna have to make some calls northbound 35 w traffic into downtown minneapolis from the 
south side it says it must exit at eastbound 94. now i'm not sure if that means you can't go westbound you 
can't go 65 i'll get to the bottom 
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you can't go 65 i'll get to the bottom of it and let everybody know now what we're going to have to do here is 


think way outside of the box get out the old map books do whatever you have to do to find an alternate route 
the one that i really like that it's probably going to be pretty heavy too but it might be quick for you south 35 w 
to west 694 this is of course if you're rolling in from the north metro get on west 694 over to east 94 which is 
actually southbound take that into downtown minneapolis or if you're really adventuresome uh go over to 
south 100 or even south 169 take them down to 394 and then run 394 inbound i know it's way the hell out of 
your way and for that matter you don't have to take 35w you can take 10 over to 252 and take that down and 
the thing of it is it not only will be helpful it will be faster for you yeah it will it will and you've been hammering 
on the park and ride lots which goes against everything i believe in but you know what i got to get on board 
we're going to have to do this park and ride lot thing uh just give up and go take the bus uh what did you say 
dave 25 extra buses 25 extra buses running between 6 to 9 a.m coming in from the north metro and then 
they will also increase the the buses heading north out of minneapolis toward the northern suburbs for the 
outbounders in the evening and that's from six different points in the north metro we'll get to those in a 
second uh also don't be afraid to go east 694 over to south 35e and then west 94 into downtown minneapolis 
side streets if you know them if you live in the suburbs but you grew up in the city use the side streets you 
know your way around town parkways i'm going to give away my secret i haven't told anybody this in three 
years parkways that's how i go to and from work it's 30 miles an hour it's a pleasant drive there's no stop 
lights parkways always work good for instance instead of west 94 since that's going to be a parking lot this 
morning use shepard road take shepard road over to the parkway take the parkway up to franklin 
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to franklin franklin into downtown minneapolis yes indeed kenny do you want me to run down those a park 
and ride lots now for people so they know what to where to go and pick up these extra buses just one more 
thing i want to say washington avenue forget about it don't even think about washington avenue it's not worth 
your time and effort it's going to be gridlocked and it's of course it's closed at 35w indeed all right for those of 
you coming down into minneapolis from the north metro if you could use the metro transit that would be very 
helpful as we just stated they've accommodated by adding 25 buses that will be running from 6 a.m to 9 a.m 
and here are the locations foley boulevard and[___] rapids served by routes 850 and 852 maplewood mall 
served by route 270 north town shopping center in blaine served by routes 824 852 and 854 63rd avenue 
county road 81 in brooklyn center served by routes 758 and 6 i'm sorry 767 rosedale shopping center in 
roseville served by route 260 and roseville city hall grace lutheran church served by route 261. if you can get 
on the bus and come down that will be very helpful to a lot of people including yourself you over uh you truck 
drivers you professional drivers you're coming into town now from saint cloud or from wisconsin or from the 
north or south take the bypass use 694 use 494. if it's a north-south situation just follow the signs for 35e 
don't even try south 35w and as for sightseeing i have to be truthful i spent the last three hours in downtown 
minneapolis you can't get anywhere near it yeah you get better pictures on the tv just watch if you need 
footage watch channel five they've i was at the channel five location down at the holiday inn and you're not 
getting any closer than they are with their camera and that's not going to change while they don't they 
continue the recovery and i talked to a number of police officers asking them when certain roads were going 
to be open if they would be open for the rush hour 


04:06:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=14760s 





open for the rush hour they're not going to be you're not going to get close they have literally have every cop 
they can find on duty right now they're grossly overstaffed down there which is a good thing yes virtually 
every sidewalk every street is is closed off you're not getting anywhere close to the scene so don't bother 
with that all right nancy what have you got for us well it's six o'clock this morning uh briefing in the recovery 
efforts are scheduled uh sun coming up you know what about 5 30 kenny you would know you get up early 
every day so a little after day breaks uh they'll they'll have that briefing and then divers will be back in the 
river the latest from the star tribune is that nine are dead sixty are injured and twenty are missing now a lot of 
people are asking how did this happen we don't know yet but here's what governor pawlenty had to say it 
was black and was infected both in 2005 and 2006. there were no structural deficiencies identified in the 
bridge according to mndot there were some cosmetic or minor repair items that needed some attention but 


no structural defects or deficits identified in the bridge they notified us from an engineering standpoint the 
deck may have to be rehabilitated or replaced in 2020 or beyond but no immediate or noted structural 
problems with the bridge of course more federal authorities will be arriving in the twin cities to assess the 
damage senators norm coleman amy klobuchar along with congressman keith ellison will be in town as well 
as the chairman of the national transportation safety board and senator norm coleman says the work really 
has just begun but then we have to figure out why this happened a full forensic review and then also 
transportation is working on transportation plans since obviously this is a major thoroughfare and then those 
issues will have to be dealt with coleman does expect emergency federal funding in short order just to give 
you a little background on the bridge that bridge was built in 1967 it's basically a freestanding 
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in 1967 it's basically a freestanding bridge there are no main supports that go down into the river bottom the 
bridge itself is 500 feet long across the bridge and it's 64 feet above the river all right now nancy i did you 
update the weather forecast i didn't warn you on that but it'd be nice to know they were talking about possibly 
some thunderstorms rolling through which can also have any effect on traffic that seems not to have 
happened yet are we in the clear on that or could rain impact this rush hour as well well the forecast that i'm 
working on right now was issued at four o'clock yesterday afternoon and that was indicating some storms 
yesterday evening fortunately those passed north of us today is supposed to be mostly sunny tomorrow 
should be mostly sunny but then when saturday approaches there could again be a chance of some rain so 
at this point in time it doesn't look like uh weather will be impacting uh this morning's rush hour in a negative 
manner right kenny you said you were bombing around downtown trying to figure out what's going on uh is 
there a heightened level of traffic uh people walking around milling about or has that kind of calmed down 
people giving up got there at about 1am or so and it was the bar crowd dave okay it was the partiers and the 
late nighters and believe it or not there was a lot of somber faces uh you know there wasn't any partying 
going on everybody is absolutely awestruck and dumbfounded and did you just stand there and go wow 
yeah no it's unbelievable it is remarkable and um well iii think when you're kind of in the situation that i've 
been in where i heard about this i ran home got a quick shower because i've been out doing some stuff got in 
here and started covering this thing you know it didn't hit me for a while and then and then what really did it 
for me was uh watching some person trying to describe what kind of a car their loved one was in you know 
took me back to 9 11 with the people walking around with the pictures of their children or parents or 
something it's 
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children or parents or something it's just not good very sombering yeah yeah it's uh it's really not good uh 
well folks we've got continuing coverage here on am1500 kstp that's kenny olson with traffic he will have 
frequent updates for you we aren't going anywhere i'll be around uh and giving you these periodic updates 
until five o'clock at which time willie clark and j coles will be coming in to start their program early uh we are 
now going to resume our coverage with channel 5 eyewitness news where tom hauser and vinita soccer the 
morning crew has come in early and we'll go back to them and then we'll talk with you again in about 4 30 for 
an update right here at the talk station am 1500 ksip it will be open today for classes even though this 
tragedy essentially happened in the university's backyard in a letter to staff students and the community 
university president robert bruning said quote the collapse of the interstate 35w bridge over the mississippi 
river was shocking saddening and a sobering reminder of human mortality we all feel the pain and suffer this 
loss that hit so close to home after assessing the impact of the bridge collapse on our twin cities campus 
operations as well as the accessibility of campus by transit and alternative routes we made the decision that 
it would be in the best interest of the university to remain open hennepin county medical center is under a 
code orange disaster alert most hospitals were after this happened hcmc is treating several patients 
overnight here's what dr joseph clinton said late last night things are from a medical standpoint at this 
hospital everything is under control and i believe they are throughout the city from medical standpoint it looks 
like the scene at the bridge from the information we have is largely a recovery operation at this time i don't 
have an absolute number but they've gone to several of the hospitals in the twin cities area 


04:12:13 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch ?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=15133s 





yes we've had four patients who had surgery i believe everyone that's here is stable but there are still 
critically ill patients here as far as the six who are critically ill their condition hasn't been officially changed yet 
more information about the fatalities no i don't have any more information at this time you mentioned the 
walking apparently a number of them went to the university hospital and other hospitals in the area i'm sorry 
uh yes there were a number of children that were taken to north memorial hospital and we received one child 
here i just saw him so i don't know the absolute age i think he was a teenager we're still identifying everyone 
so that's that's one of the logistical problems is making sure we have everyone properly identified not really i 
think that uh it's a function of how many people are on the bridge at the time so you still have 22 non-critical 
and six critical i believe that's the number yes no more patients came in after you last yeah yes yes could 
you characterize this type of surgery i believe one uh one patient had surgery on 
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patient had surgery on on their head craniotomy and three had abdominal surgery there was another chest 
injury that did not require surgery but required some trait local treatment for that injury is consistent with a fall 
or fall crush you know the rest of the night is going to be like i think they from a medical standpoint the rest of 
the night should be quiet when they're talking to staff i'm sorry are patients able to say what happened i 
haven't gotten any information from patients about the about the situation the types of injuries are blunt force 
injuries so the patients who are critical had truncal injuries abdominal chest injuries and head injuries and 
then we had extremity injuries and and people with various uh various aches and pains we had one 
penetrating injury the chest [Music] the the injuries we've had the critical injuries were injuries to the trunk 
had one penetrating injury to the to the chest and orthopedic injuries [Music] oh the hospital responded very 
very well we had plenty of people medical non-medical administrative transportation cafeteria we had a very 
excellent response public safety did an outstanding job police fire paramedics [Music] well we do drills a 
number of drills throughout the year on various types of disasters it has everything 
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disasters it has everything from getting you know what's going on because everything's laid out sort of you 
know as much as uh as close to how they've trained as possible nothing ever goes exactly according to plan 
but it did play out well yes nothing goes exactly so i think that will be it tonight from uh from a medical 
standpoint can you give us the time tomorrow morning are you gonna be able to give us enough pain well it 
won't be me giving the update i think you'll be getting you'll be getting updates from i would expect public 
safety and from the site i think there are still a number of uh people who have not been recovered so that i 
think that this will be i'm not sure how it's going to play out but it'll probably be like any terrible disaster such 
as this huh i believe it was drowning i believe thank you again we're replaying some of these news 
conferences for you just to give you a feel for some of the information that was coming in late last night if you 
missed it yeah and as the morning progresses of course within just the next couple hours we will have 
daylight there will be a lot of activity down there as they continue uh the search operation we want to check 
in with patrick hammer for a quick look at what the weather will be like when they try to go about this which 
will be so key patrick will recovery crews have to deal with that high heat again today it will be a warm day 
tom and venita but we won't have that uh temperature pattern in the 90s and that high humidity that we saw 
over the last couple of days scanning the skies on sky max 5 all is clear we will not see any rain around here 
for about 48 hours that's when we see the next chance of rain right now it is 72 degrees currently out 


04:18:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=15480s 





right now it is 72 degrees currently out at the airport notice your dew point on our weather graphics here are 
in the 50s so it's going to be a little bit more comfortable today especially for people that will be out and about 
in the search and rescue efforts again a comfortable weather day today with no rain expected 72 right now in 
the twin cities notice some of the cooler air in northern minnesota beginning to work on in 73 st paul but i 
believe temperatures will be falling into the 60s at sunrise and then warming up into the mid 80s today 


versus the low to mid 90s that we saw yesterday a weather pattern that looks very quiet and quite nice over 
the next couple of days rain chances though increasing overnight friday and saturday has the potential to be 
wet in some parts of the state and even a chance of showers continuing into sunday as well so a wet 
weather pattern well at least a wetter weather pattern setting up for the weekend 84 in st cloud today 87 in 
the twin cities 84 in wilmer mostly sunny skies today so that is i got to believe some good news we don't 
have to deal with any passing rainstorms and then for tonight mainly clear overnight low of 64 degrees your 
seven day forecast there's that chance of rain friday night into saturday a storm possible on sunday monday 
has the potential of being very wet in some areas and then even a scattered shower into tuesday 
temperatures by the way staying in the 80s tom all right thank you patrick rusty gatenby is also joining us 
early this morning he's got a closer look now at some of those detours that thousands of you will be dealing 
with not just today but for months and possibly years to come rusty yeah this is going to be an amazing uh 
rush hour here this morning to deal with we'll see what happens right now let's go out there live in a very 
eerie live shot this is a live shot from 35 w in washington there it is the bridge collapsed this morning uh by 
the way the 10th avenue bridge there that is closed so that is not going to be available for folks getting 
around this morning 35 w at stinson you can see here how the barriers are out 35 w 


04:20:01 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=15601s 





barriers are out 35 w shut down basically between 94 and uh highway 36 and if you haven't heard 280 is 
going to be one of the detours that they're going to be recommending they're going kind of change 280 into a 
freeway they'll have all those lights lit up green at least for the morning commute let's show you if you're just 
tuning in the detour map uh first of all there's that bridge locator map you can see the metrodome that gives 
you an idea right there the mississippi river bridge top of the screen do we have the detour 280 is uh the the 
the detour that we're showing but of course depending on where you're going you may want to use 94 or 
even highway 100 up there to 694. traffic pulse right now still very early in the morning so no slowdowns to 
deal with at this time but you certainly can expect there will be plenty of slowdowns around downtown 
minneapolis this morning 94 and 35 w and 280 areas and we will be on that and let you know just how bad 
those detours become this morning we'll be here for you all morning tom okay thanks rusty well nightline 
devoted the beginning of its program to the bridge collapse of course we were not able to show it to you 
because we have been on non-stop with our local coverage of this but our reporter chris o'connell help them 
with their coverage we'll give you a taste of what nightline did tonight that they showed the rest of the country 
tonight on nightline deadly collapse a massive bridge span on a major highway falls into the mississippi rush 
hour catastrophe cars and trucks tumble into the water dozens more remain trapped on the bridge how did it 
happen we're live from minnesota with the latest from the global resources of abc news with terry moran in 
washington martin beshear and cynthia mcfadden in new york city this is nice one august 1st 2007. good 
evening this is the scene of the 
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good evening this is the scene of the tragedy outside minneapolis tonight an eight-lane highway that carries 
over a hundred thousand cars a day collapsed into the mississippi river at the height of russia at this point we 
know that at least seven people are dead and that figure may yet increase at the moment according to the 
coast guard dozens of cars and trucks remain in the water completely submerged we're joined now by chris 
o'connell of our abc affiliate kstp who's on the scene chris good evening and thank you for joining us martin 
this scene is almost unimaginable a one-third mile stretch of i-35w one of the busiest highways in the twin 
cities here collapses as you said at the height of rush hour collapsing into the mississippi river carrying with it 
scores of cars buses vans trucks all just going in plunging into the mississippi river seven people are dead at 
last count 60 others are injured and now the search continues at this hour for any other victims who may be 
caught in the rubble let's take you in on what is happening right now at this moment you see this is i-35w this 
bridge crosses the mississippi river at about 605 at the height of rush hour it collapses into the mississippi 
river you see that sign where it says university avenue right past that there is no more roadway this bridge 
was built in 1967 it is a fairly old bridge there was construction going on at this bridge at the time of this crash 
but it was only a surface type of minor repairs going on at this time there is no evidence it was a terrorist 


attack but perhaps some engineering failure on this bridge but right now rescue crews are still searching for 
victims on the banks of the mississippi river we're seeing medevac helicopters flaring about which means 
there could be 
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flaring about which means there could be still victims being taken to nearby hospitals but is a major 
catastrophe here in the twin cities chris do you have any clear idea yet as to the number of vehicles in totality 
that are either trapped on the bridge or indeed still in the water martin it is really hard to tell because this was 
bumper-to-bumper traffic going over this bridge a lot of people were going home from work some people 
were coming into town for a minnesota twins baseball game but right now no word yet on how many cars 
may have taken that plunge at least 50 cars we understand there are still many many still submerged and 
with that rubble you saw the video of that rubble they're still feared that still people may be trapped inside 
that rubble but as darkness falls here in the twin cities that recovery and rescue effort is being dampened at 
this point chris o'connell thank you there are many questions tonight and so few answers but bit by bit a 
picture of just what happened this evening is starting to emerge here's nightline's chris bury at the height of 
the evening rush hour shortly after six o'clock a center section of the busy eight lane bridge i-35 west in 
downtown minneapolis just gave way it had been under construction the first pictures gave a sense of the 
tragic scope the first reporters on the scene conveyed before emergency officials said as many as 50 cars 
and trucks had plunged into the mississippi river survivors and witnesses some clearly shaken gave vivid 
and terrifying accounts of what they'd seen there's cars in the water there's a semi on fire there's a school 
bus on the bridge i don't know if it was filled with it it's a mess my truck was completely face down it was 


04:26:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=15960s 





my truck was completely face down it was pointing towards the ground falling towards the ground and my 
truck got ripped in half when i when i got out of my truck it was it was uh it was folded in half and uh i i can't 
believe i'm i'm alive bumper to bumper traffic um probably going 10 miles an hour the bridge started uh 
shaking and the whole bridge from shore from one end of the bridge to the other just completely collapsed i i 
thought i was dead i literally thought i was dead i looked forward and the bridge ahead of me was undulating 
i thought this could collapse too i could go down kept going and i made it within the hour boats and divers 
were in the water at first attempting rescues and then their efforts focused on recovering the bodies it is a 
recovery effort in the river not a rescue effort but a recovery effort a school bus leaned perilously close to the 
very edge it had been carrying young children but somehow luckily the bus had stopped just short of the 
point where the highway so abruptly ended and about two or three other other uh men were actually taking 
the kids off of the bridge and you know actually lifting them down because you know the bridge was 
completely down and we had to you know have have a couple of them jump you know because the kids 
were screaming they were screaming crying at first i didn't know what was happening dust just started 
coming up everywhere and then i realized that we're going the bridge is going down and it just fell all the way 
down [Music] on the smoldering bridge a tractor-trailer and other vehicles burned some were barely hanging 
on underneath the mangled metal and concrete cars were crushed like tin cans like the types of injuries are 
typical blunt type of injuries from motor vehicle trauma or fall which means we injuries to the head and face 
and extremities the problem with these types of injuries is you don't know the extent of the internal injuries 
and that's what we're 
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internal injuries and that's what we're determining right now we believe the cause of death was a drowning 
drowning and there may be more at the scene i don't have information on the scene hospital officials quickly 
activated their disaster plan setting up triage for the many critically injured hundreds of paramedics from 
around the twin cities we have a hundred paramedics here our nurses have all been alerted 100 of them the 
emergency department nurses from the critical care units our whole medical staff was notified the bridge 
downtown near the university of minnesota was 500 feet long constructed 40 years ago the most heavily 


traveled bridge in the state this is a complete disaster everybody was completely shaken up cars were 
everywhere front end smashed in cars in the water the entire center section of the of the bridge is just laying 
right across the mississippi some of the traffic was headed to the metro dome where the minnesota twins 
were set to host the kansas city royals after a moment of silence the game went on [Music] tonight rescue 
workers toiled under difficult conditions as daylight faded and thunderstorms threatened state officials 
confirmed the bridge had been inspected three years ago and given the clean bill of health no sign of 
terrorism said the head of homeland security the national transportation safety board promised a full 
investigation to find out what exactly went so horribly wrong this is chris bury for nightline in washington the 
events today in minnesota we'll be right back interesting to see how the nation is seeing this story from 
nightline yeah well glad we were able to bring that to you because of course we have been on non-stop since 
605 actually since six o'clock and we're not able to show you nightline earlier so we're glad you were able to 
geta 
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so we're glad you were able to get a taste of that thomas headed down to the sea now he's going to be 
anchoring our coverage from the scene for the rest of the morning yeah and we also just want to update you 
right now the reports are there's a discrepancy but either seven or nine people dead so far 60 people injured 
20 missing and that search effort will resume at first daylight that will be about an hour and a half from now 
our continuing coverage will be back right after this [Music] stop in the menards where you'll find great deals 
on quality floor coverings all special order carpet is 22 percent off menards has over 5 000 styles and colors 
to choose from many with attached pad for easy installation you'll find top brands like shaw steam master 
mohawk citation and more and check out menards huge in stock selection of ceramic porcelain glass and 
natural stone tile choose from many styles all twenty percent off menards also carries all the tools and 
materials you'll need to install tile a wet saw tile cutter is just 49.99 plus there's zero interest till 2009 on 
qualifying purchases with your menards big card and while you're shopping register to win a 2008 dodge 
avenger you know rook i'm not gonna lie i like a good piece of meat and any weight loss plan that allows you 
to have steak works for me it's the angie along with rook for slim for life where you can lose up to three to five 
pounds a week and keep it off during the holidays and even on vacation 952 698 slim that's 952-698 slim 
with nine locations including [ ___ ] rapids eagan and eden prairie listen i'm not gonna go on any weight loss 
plan that says you can't have meat i'm talking chicken steak burgers brats you have to live your life 
especially in the summer slim for life 
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the summer slim for life recognizes that they'll help you they'll give you a free no obligation evaluation you 
make an appointment online you'll save 50 bucks on a full program slim4lifetwincities.com write this website 
number down slim for life twincities.com one more time for you that are very slow out there slim4life 
twincities.com you want to get skinny be like me rook i lost 40 pounds kept it off for eight months with slim for 
life weight loss centers the talk station am 1500 kstp this is dave thompson and we are continuing our live 
overnight coverage here of the bridge collapse 35w the downtown minneapolis area let's go right now to 
kenny olsen who has the latest for you on traffic kenny obviously the rush hour would not be at up to the 
heavy levels yet but we're getting close and we're just trying to disseminate the information people will need 
to try to minimize the traffic snarls that will undoubtedly occur as a result of this closure usually what we see 
every morning david as i roll in here at 5 30 and we've got a super fast free flow everywhere on the system 
maybe the occasional crash but nothing really happening right around six o'clock west 10 south 35 are 
excuse me east bound 10 and south 35 w start filling in but the real rush usually doesn't start till right around 
6 30 and then she goes pretty strong until about 8 30 9 9 15. i imagine it's going to start a little bit earlier this 
morning and then last all day long i do have might be the case yeah i've got a fresh list of some closures 
here that might be of some interest in downtown minneapolis the following roads have been closed due to 
this collapse first of all west river parkway between 13th avenue south and first street south basically if you're 
going to come into downtown on west river parkway you're going to have to take franklin avenue that's where 


they're cutting you off right now 2nd street southeast between 8th avenue southeast and 11th avenue 
southeast that's the area right around the north side of the river right around the collapse you're not going to 
get in there anywhere 
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there anywhere and the 10th avenue bridge between university and 2nd street south this is the big concrete 
arch bridge that we see that runs right next to 35w that is now closed uh it's kind of a police staging area and 
the police are using that uh or the rescue people i should say are using that as their main route back and 
forth over the river i asked a couple of police officers when i was down there if they anticipated that opening 
for the morning rush they didn't know for sure but it's pure speculation no way is what i got because they 
need this one to shuttle uh people and rescue workers back and forth broadway street northeast in both 
directions at highway 280 that's going to be closed and good news here we're turning highway 2 if you 
consider this good news highway 280 will now be our main line they are turning all the lights on green all of 
the cross streets have been blocked broadway avenue county b no longer do those streets have access to 
the highway and the lights on all those intersections are going to be green this is your main line this is the 
one that's going to be a parking lot later this morning if you think you're going to roll into town at the normal 
time you do every morning you're not going to get there through 280 you're going to have to find an alternate 
good news here south 35 w is also open to industrial stinson and new brighton boulevard so if you know your 
way around i guess you can take those who's gonna complain right uh drivers leaving downtown minneapolis 
you're not gonna like this you have two main routes fourth avenue south which feeds on to south 35 w or 
third street west which feeds on to 394 or i-94 drivers should avoid washington avenue and drivers heading 
into downtown from the north of course metro you can use 694 over to i-94 if you want take i-94 in or really 
go out there go over to 100 or 169 take that south and get on inbound highway 55 or 394. you're gonna have 
to uh you're 
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or 394. you're gonna have to uh you're gonna have to think outside of the box here folks make alternate 
plans and if you find a good route that's quick don't tell anybody exactly exactly and don't forget that between 
six and nine am uh metro transit will be running 25 extra buses from the north and down into downtown 
minneapolis uh one bit of good news we do have patrick hammer's updated five eyewitness news forecast 
here and it would not be good news normally that we aren't getting rain because we need the rain but we 
don't need any precipitation of any kind to make the rush hour tougher than it is and it looks like we are not 
going to get it this morning today mostly sunny with a high of 87 overnight tonight mainly clear with a low of 
64. then tomorrow mostly sunny high of 86. the chance of rain comes into the forecast on saturday all right 
kenny thank you very much we appreciate you uh coming on in early to get us updated on this stuff and of 
course as the as the traffic starts picking up kenny will be back with more i may be back with you i'm not sure 
i'm going to stay around and kind of monitor things here until willie clark and j coles are ready to go they are 
uh of course up at five o'clock today instead of 5 30 but for the time being we will return you to our live 
coverage the the morning crew on channel five is in early tom hauser along with venita soccer and they are 
keeping you up to date on the latest as we will continue to do right here at the talk station am 1500 kstp the 
governor pawlenty and then we'll turn to ted kenoba the red cross mr at this point all survivors that were on 
the bridge were off the bridge we're also as far as the construction workers are concerned we've accounted 
for all the construction workers except for one we have assistance from red cross and numerous other 
agencies state patrol st paul others we have water rescue and recovery going on right now we have the 
resources that we need at 
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we have the resources that we need at this time i would also say that we we are clearing out personnel from 
that area perimeter security is our main concern right now and we are clearing out those areas you'll see 
officers checking other bridges that's just as a precaution we don't believe at this time that we have anything 


other than a bridge collapse [Music] i just want to add that right now that we did have a school bus full of 
youth those youth have been released to their parents and we'll have information here about a site for family 
members that are concerned where they can go and we'll get that information a little bit later that's it 
obviously this is a catastrophe of historic proportions for minnesota and right now we are focused on making 
sure we do anything and everything to respond to the needs of those individuals who may have been 
harmed in this incident and so the mayor described the commanding con control structure where the 
indianapolis fire department has the lead in that regard but they are being assisted by law enforcement and 
emergency responders from across the metro area including federal officials state officials county officials 
that includes law enforcement includes firefighting includes paramedics or ems's technicians it includes the 
sheriff's office includes the dnr and various water resources you saw a national guard blackhawk helicopter 
on the nearby bridge in case there were medevac needs or other needs that they could help with so there is 
a substantial and massive response i was on site earlier this evening and had a chance to visit and see the 
site it is obviously a catastrophe and first and foremost we want to say to the families who are being 
impacted by this that our hearts and prayers are with you but we also want to make sure that you know that 
we are doing everything we can to make sure that we respond as quickly as we can to the needs of this 
emergency 
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as we can to the needs of this emergency and a couple of other just quick items and we'll turn it over to the 
red cross first of all i was on the phone with the secretary peters from the federal transportation authority 
she's going to be here early tomorrow morning she has pledged all of the federal government's resources 
and help we've received gestures from speaker pelosi and the congressional delegation that they stand by 
and are willing to help in any way possible as to the bridge itself it was built in 1967 it's a somewhat unique 
structure in the way that it was designed uh it was last in was inspected both in 2005 and 2006 there were no 
structural deficiencies identified in the bridge according to mndot there were some cosmetic or minor repair 
items that needed some attention but no structural defects or deficits identified in the bridge they notified us 
from an engineering standpoint the deck may have to be rehabilitated or replaced in 2020 or beyond but no 
immediate or noted structural problems with the bridge i should also note however that there was 
construction taking place on the bridge relating to concrete repair and rehabilitation and replacement guard 
rail replacement lighting replacement and work on the joints that was being done started recently it was 
scheduled to be completed in september of 2007 we also of course will be once this initial response is 
conducted we will also be working to deal with traffic issues and rebuilding issues and we'll address that in 
more detail but obviously there's going to need to be a very dramatic uh rerouting of traffic and transit 
patterns and we're already working on those plans for the med council and others to try to plan for those 
scenarios but right now we're focused on the rescue and recovery efforts i think right now we're going to hear 
from the red cross about a request that they have thank you governor it's been a very difficult night as you 
can imagine the twin cities red cross became the staging area for law enforcement 


04:42:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=16920s 





staging area for law enforcement officials city officials in the parking lot right now it was transformed into a 
parking lot of 80 cars into a parking lot with five command vehicles and two masts for communications boats 
and police officers on horseback all kinds of scenarios like that our hearts go out to all the victims everybody 
who was involved in this the red cross was also the site that the 60 students 60 kids were taken from the 
school bus that you saw those 60 kids a few of them had some injuries two may have been more severe 
than the other ones but totally we believe up to 10 kids were transported to area hospitals out of the 60. that 
of course was a news conference from last night we're giving you another look at that the recovery crews say 
they will be back in the water when daylight comes remember 20 people are still reported missing and 
presumed to be in the mississippi river patrick hammer is in now with a closer look at some of the weather 
conditions they'll have to deal with are we still going to be dealing with these high humidity levels and we're 
not and that is some good news bonita humidity values will be down today temperatures will be down it will 
be a warm day but not as hot as it was yesterday when we hit 92 degrees at 72 in the twin cities 


temperatures are though are beginning to drop off notice how it's only 57 in saint cloud as well as in the 
brainerd area 50s for the north metro 70s for the south metro so we are going to see a a rushing in of some 
cooler air during the morning hours want to show you quickly one of the things that we were keeping a close 
eye on to the skies yesterday we had some powerful storms moving right towards the collapse site yesterday 
and then luckily those storms weakened considerably as they moved on in these storms had hail and heavy 
rain the last thing that was needed yesterday just wanted to quickly show you that let's go through the 
forecast for today notice on the satellite view we're not going to have to worry about approaching storms 
today nor approaching heat and humidity a high 
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nor approaching heat and humidity a high of around 85 to 87 degrees today with northwesterly winds 5 to 15 
miles an hour high pressure allows for a comfortable night tonight and a nice day tomorrow rain chances 
though will be on the increase this weekend for some good news but again for recovery efforts and whatnot 
yeah we have some rain on the way so that could hinder plans just a bit also into saturday and sunday as i 
mentioned and next week could be wet at times as well 87 in the twin cities 85 degrees in cambridge today 
lots of sunshine mainly sunny skies today like i mentioned a high of 87 degrees with that northwest breeze 
for tonight overnight low of 64 with mainly clear skies here's a look at that seven-day forecast the weekend 
we do have rain in the forecast for parts of saturday an isolated storm on sunday monday could be wet out 
there with well slightly drier conditions tuesday and until wednesday bonita okay thank you patrick rusty 
gatenby is going to try and map out for us how we're going to be dealing with the traffic situation this morning 
you're going to break down the detours for us but first we do have senator amy klobuchar on the phone she 
is on her way to the twin cities right now senator klobuchar can you hear me yes i can and we're actually just 
getting on the plane so i'm going to have to go quickly here but senator coleman and secretary peters and i 
are flying out there immediately to pledge our help in any way also on the plane will be staff for senator patty 
murray with the transportation committee and again this is going to take a lot of federal resources we want to 
get the investigation started but we're first there to thank the first responders of people that have worked 
throughout the night in this historic rescue effort what are you specifically going to be asking for from the 
federal government to help us in this recovery the emergency aid you know for the investigation but also this 
is going to be an enormous repair job and it is just the kind of project where the federal government should 
step in any message to minnesotans before you head on the plane a lot of us are just 
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head on the plane a lot of us are just so unsettled after seeing this and as i'm sure you are this is only a mile 
for my house it is extremely upsetting for our whole state but one thing you have to know is the whole world 
was able to see minnesota come together last night and through the morning and it was an effort that i think 
only our state could do in such a compassionate and uh and competent way okay senator klobuchar please 
get on that plane and we will see you and get here flight thank you goodbye as i was saying rusty gatenby is 
watching the traffic situation and rusty when you think about this this is a bridge that 100 000 cars are on 
daily how do you even begin to have a detour to all of them well hopefully everyone listening and watching 
will cooperate and obviously if you don't have to be going to downtown minneapolis today they are 
recommending that you avoid that area and frankly you're not even going to be able to get close to that area 
because those side streets are going to be blocked off for you in the interstate well let's go there live here's 
what it looks like this morning and it is very eerie to look at this this is a live shot from 35w in washington and 
that is what remains of that 35 w bridge this is the 10th avenue bridge that is closed this morning so that is 
not an option for you uh what's going to happen and here we'll show you 35w at stinson at the southbound 
northbound shut down here 35 w extension basically you'll find the road shut down between uh interstate 94 
and highway 36 280 and that is going to become uh here's the view from 94 and 280 that's going to become 
a major route for the detour in fact let's show you a map that gives you an idea of what we're talking about 
here 280 is basically going to be converted into a freeway they're going to keep those stoplights lit up green 


for the north and southbound flow there at 280 94 might be an option for you basically consider where you 
need to go and if you don't need to use 280 because as you can imagine it's going to be very crowded this 
morning as well as 94 and 35 w just south of downtown minneapolis those will be very crowded for you right 
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those will be very crowded for you right now uh still free flowing very early in the morning so we're not seeing 
any delays there it is the entire metro but yeah we'll be here all morning helping you get through what will be 
a very difficult and just frankly hard to believe morning commute driving around town minneapolis rusty will 
be relying on you we're going to need that detour information former transportation commissioner len levine 
joined us on set last night some interesting perspective let's take a look at what he had to tell us now we're 
joined here in our studio by former transportation commissioner lynn levine commissioner levine you were 
commissioner in the perfect administration and in fact actually all the way up until 1990 1991 when governor 
carlson became a commissioner and you were the commissioner when there was a similar well there was a 
bridge collapse not a similar bridge was but a bridge collapsed it brought back vivid memories uh to me i 
coincidentally i just came back from washington d.c and i was in the office of congressman overstar and went 
to the airport and uh when i landed my wife called me and asked me if i had heard what it had happened so it 
brought back memories of what happened that friday night when the lake street bridge collapsed and when i 
arrived at the scene i was there before right away i don't live far from there and we there was a lot of 
miscommunication there was a disconnect there were we thought there were 21 people killed and so i i know 
what they're uh going through and it's uh uh and i know what they're going to be going through it appears 
that we we have a of course we do have improved communications the technology alone john we're gonna 
have a news conference at eight in about six minutes so we're gonna warn you right now commissioner 
we're gonna be bouncing around here a little bit to city hall the mayor will be there the governor will be there 
we had pulled from the university of minnesota website this report and i don't know how specifically can talk 
about this but walk us through this language from 2001 the research helped determine that the fatigue 
cracking of the deck truss is not likely which means that the bridge should not have any problems with 
fatigue cracking 
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have any problems with fatigue cracking in the foreseeable future well john i'm not a structural engineer and i 
think you need to talk to a structural engineer to to to answer that specifically but i can tell you that in 
minnesota we have close to twenty thousand bridges statewide at any one time uh the statistics will show 
that there's between 40 and 50 percent of those bridges are rated efficient now the deficiency can be 
structural deficiency it could be rusting it could be a number of different things and so it doesn't mean that 
half of the bridges are ready to collapse across the country there's uh close to six hundred thousand bridges 
uh that same percentage applies across the country i think what will happen here in minnesota now is what 
happened when the lake street bridge collapsed it'll be a re uh a reassessment of the inspection procedures 
and all across you know it's not only the state federal system that we're talking about but it'll force uh in 
further inspections and increased inspections at the city level and county level and uh and this is not the time 
for anyone to criticize anybody and as far as the and i just want to say this too about a week ago i was in the 
bridge office uh here at um at midnight chief bridge inspector and uh engineer dan dorgan is really one of the 
finest most experienced bridge people in the country and he has spanned many administrations he's not a 
political he's not a political and uh and i think you really want to talk to him i'm confident that at mndot in the 
bridge office there's a high degree of competency as good as any place in the country and it's what's 
complicated here now is that there's debris there's there's people there's cars there they'll have to block off 
the bridge they have to block off the river they have to salvage what they can we had rain also in those years 
and that complicates it it's a very complicated and very trying uh situation the minnesota department of 
transportation the primary body that inspects overseas and that will be involved in any kind of uh you know a 
reconstruction 
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any kind of uh you know a reconstruction uh of what's going on well as you know there's a close working 
relationship between the federal highway administration and there's a local office here and the minnesota 
d.o.t so they're closely together and and i know the people at hennepin county and ramsey county there's 
they're really competent bridge people there so you know this will renew the discussion on funding how 
much you can patch how much you need to reconstruct all of those issues will now come up again as they 
do whenever there's an incident like this and we're being told that the work done being done on this bridge 
today patching filling cracks routine work summertime work no significant structure that goes on all the time 
well i remember when i was commissioner the wabasha street bridge in st paul was over 100 years old that 
had a kind of a pin uh it was a news to me how that was constructed and they said that time if you get too 
much traffic on the bridge at any one time vibration can cause a problem or if somebody hits a pier it can 
knock it over so it's frightening you know to people and you have to rely on people who are trained in the 
structural engineering field so that's why i say uh i think the public can know that that mndot and to answer 
your question specifically we're in good hands with mndot what they find here is another issue but i'm sure 
you're not going to find uh incompetence on the part of the bridge people i mean i Know who they are and i'm 
i'm they're very very qualified but what happens now in the in this whole process i guess 40-year-old bridge 
is that is that a baby by bridge standards well bridges can go a long time depending on what kind of 
maintenance it's had what kind of uh repairs you know the there's uh in traffic's increasing as you know uh 
four to ten percent a year uh the roads are getting clogged there's heavier trucks today uh it's uh there's 
vibration uh that causes these problems bridges bridges get an overlay it's like putting sometimes a band-aid 
on acancer you can only you can only repair them so long until you have to replace them so i don't know the 
specifics of this bridge and as i said when i got off the 
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bridge and as i said when i got off the plane i was shocked i looked at the tv and and uh i know you know i 
know just from actually what i've heard now that breaks your heart that's horrible let's get let's get again 
another report then if you don't mind staying here commissioner levine let's take a look here uh go out to bob 
mcdaniel who is in chopper 5. bob yeah we just want to give you a perspective of how broad-based this 
problem is going to be obviously we've got the human tragedy on the ground but this is going to be quite 
disruptive we are over rosedale right now and what you're looking at is where mndot has closed the 35 w 36 
interchange as far east as rosedale so 35 all the way to downtown from here is closed as you can see there 
is traffic coming back from the north but it is only coming about a mile or so so basically the the north and the 
east side of 35 w is shut down as you can see and traffic is being routed to the north so again we're over in 
rosedale if you're in the east metro this is as close as you're going to get to downtown minneapolis along this 
particular interstate all right bob thanks again we said it a little while ago and it's apparent and obvious this 
bridge is in the middle of everything it is in the middle of it all in the twin cities and that is a real example of 
how this is the domino effect of what's happened here uh joining us right now is former transportation 
commissioner len levine uh and and you mentioned traffic management is going to be an issue now because 
of exactly what has happened where it's happened well in my in my years being out of government i've been 
involved in a lot of traffic issues and uh and in recent discussions over in san francisco with security people 
there they were telling us about some of the concerns they had if the bay bridge went down or or if uh you 
know other what what happens to traffic well here in the twin cities every bridge is vital obviously and what 
will happen now is that traffic congestion will be a huge problem because on the interstate system we're 
pretty we're pretty good mndot has loop detectors implanted in the ground there's sensors there's cameras 
there's ways to detect what kind of traffic is moving and how fast where 


04:56:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7177K-I8Ilc&t=17761s 





traffic is moving and how fast where it's going and so on but there's no way to determine because they're just 
there aren't loop detectors there aren't sensors on secondary roads and on arterial roads so when people 
who normally use this road need to get from point a to point b and there's no bridge they'll have to figure out 
in mndot and the city of minneapolis and others will have to figure out how they can get from here to there 
and that's going to be a problem and when you're reporting the traffic conditions in the morning on channel 5 


people are going to tune on and they're going to want to know what is it like where i'm going how do i get to 
university avenue or how do i get to and it's going to be a huge problem because there isn't a system in 
place here now to be able to determine that i would encourage people to go to our website at some point 
before your morning commute and find out what the alternatives are you can pretty much imagine what the 
alternatives are but it's a lot easier to look at it on a screen and map it out and figure out how long it might 
take you to get to where you need to go and for us to detail the roads which we'll do but then again look at it 
in front of you and really map it out because this bridge collapse is going to send ripples through the twin 
cities for months and months and months if not years it is 4 57 right now in the morning we have been on all 
night here is the latest information about the 35w bridge collapse over the mississippi there are seven 
confirmed deaths but we do know that the star tribune is reporting nine dead but the associated press and 
those here at five eyewitness news who have contacted our sources say seven confirmed deaths more than 
60 people are hurt and right now 20 people are unaccounted for they are still missing the bridge collapsed 
just after six last night sending about 50 cars into the water the recovery efforts were called off around one 
o'clock this morning and will resume in daylight now family members of the victims are gathering at the 
holiday inn metrodome in minneapolis where the red cross has set up a command center the red cross also 
set up a hotline call anchor tom houser 612-871-7676 at the 
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anchor tom houser 612-871-7676 at the scene to anchor our live coverage continuing coming up menards is 
the place where you'll find quality roofing products for low prices save big money on owens corning shingles 
choose 25-year skyview shingles featuring a self-aligning design for faster installation in a variety of 
attractive colors just 12.99 a bundle now at menards architectural laminated duration shingles features 
superior wind ratings and sure nail technology with extra adhesive power super ceiling action and a wider 
defined nail area for easier installation now only 1696 a bundle plus there's zero interest till 2009 on 
qualifying purchases with your big card and while you're at the store be sure to register for your chance to 
win a 2008 dodge avenger [Music] kinship is great when i'm five i'll get a kindred friend i'm nine years old and 
i've been waiting for a kinship mentor for two and a half years and the reason i'd like one is so i can hang out 
with somebody and do stuff i really like my kids that friend because that she's very fun and she has a really 
great plan i want a chemistry friend so i could have a role model and go out and have some fun my dad not 
around no more so i need somebody to hang out with the coolest thing about having a kinship friend is we 
get to do a lot of stuff together and i get to see her all the time and it gives you something to do over the 
weekend plus it's like really really cool it only takes an hour each week to forever change the life of one of 
the precious children in our community serving dakota county call kids and kinship today at 952-892-6368 
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at 952-892-6368 that's 952-892-6368 kstp kstp from saint paul minneapolis i'm aaron catersky we're live in 
minneapolis overlooking the crumbled remnants of the 35 w bridge i look forward in the bridge ahead of me 
was undulating i thought this could collapse too i could go down i kept going and i made it he was lucky at 
least seven others you 
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